
*REFERENCE: Google Earth, 2022
ELEVATION: 119 - feet*
DATE: 10/3/2022

EQUIPMENT: Track-mounted Hydraulic Drill Rig
with 3.5-inch Solid Flight Auger
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NOTES:

6

(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

Sandstone
Medium orange-tan, massive to poorly bedded,
medium-grained, moderately hard, weak to
moderately strong, highly weathered. [Bedrock]

Bottom of boring at 15-feet 2-inches.
No groundwater encountered upon completion.

Sandy SILT (ML)
Medium brown, moist, stiff, low plasticity, 45% very
fine to medium grained sand, trace angular gravel up
to 1/2" Ø.
[Fill/Colluvium]

grades medium gray and orange, sand increases to
~40-50%, trace angular gravel

same as above

P200
56.3%

31 116 15.3 UC
3875

50/3" 8.4

50/2" 6.0
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NOTES:

6

(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

SILT with Sand (ML)
Medium brown with gray mottling, moist, very stiff,
medium plasticity, ~20-30% very fine to medium
grained sand. [Old Alluvium]

Bottom of boring at 15.5-feet.
No groundwater encountered upon completion.

Silty SAND (SM)
Medium tan-orange,gray, slightly moist, medium
dense, very fine to very coarse grained sand,
~40-50% low plasticity silt, trace gravel. [Colluvium]

Grades ~25-35% sand, mottling absent

*REFERENCE: Google Earth, 2022
ELEVATION: 114 - feet*
DATE: 9/302022

EQUIPMENT: Portable Hydraulic Drill Rig with
3.5-inch Solid Flight Auger
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121 12.3 5500

114 17.4 5700

111 19.2

89

55

Silty SAND with Gravel (SM)
Medium orange and gray, moist, very dense,
weathered rounded gravels up to 3/8" Ø, ~25-35%
very fine to very coarse grained sand, ~38% low
plasticity silt. [Colluvium]

P200
38.1%

P200
63.8%
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NOTES:

6

(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

Shale
Medium gray-brown to gray, laminated, low hardness,
friable, completely weathered. [Bedrock]

Bottom of boring at 21-feet 4-inches.
No groundwater encountered upon completion.

Sandy SILT (ML)
Medium brown, dry, stiff, low plasticity, ~35% very
fine grained sand. [Top Soil/Fill]

P200
63.7%

*REFERENCE: Google Earth, 2022
ELEVATION: 115 - feet*
DATE: 9/30/2022

EQUIPMENT: Portable Hydraulic Drill Rig with
3.5-inch Solid Flight Auger
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39.5%

57 118 15.5

Silty SAND (SM)
Medium orange-brown, moist, medium dense,
predominately very fine to medium grained sand,
~35-45% low plasticity silt, trace weathered gravel.
[Colluvium]

Sandy SILT (ML)
Medium orange-red-brown, moist, very stiff, low
plasticity, 40-45% very fine to very coarse grained,
rounded sands, 5-10% rounded gravels. [Colluvium]
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same as above
91/10" 122 14.4

Silty SAND (SM)
Medium orange-red-brown, moist, dense,
predominately very fine to medium grained sand,
~40% low plasticity silt, trace weathered gravel.
[Colluvium]
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(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

Silty SAND (SM)
Medium orange and gray, moist, medium dense,
predominately very fine to medium grained sand,
~35-45% low plasticity silt, trace subangular gravel.
[Colluvium]

*REFERENCE: Google Earth, 2022
ELEVATION: 121 - feet*
DATE: 9/30/2022

EQUIPMENT: Portable Hydraulic Drill Rig with
3.5-inch Solid Flight Auger
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P200
67.0%

79 113 16.8 UC
6025

75 120 14.1 SA

Sandy SILT with Gravel (ML)
Medium orange-red-brown, moist, very stiff, low
plasticity, 20-30% very fine to very coarse grained,
rounded sands, 10-15% weathered, rounded gravels
up to 3/8" Ø. [Colluvium]
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same as above

Silty SAND (SM)
Light tan-gray with orange mottling, moist, very stiff,
low to medium plasticity, ~15-25% very fine grained
sand, "blocky" texture. [Old Alluvium]

Silty SAND (SM)
Medium orange-red-brown, moist, dense, very fine to
very coarse grained, rounded sands, 40-45% low
plasticity silt, 10-15% weathered, rounded gravels up
to 1/2" Ø. [Old Alluvium]
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3
NOTES:

(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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(CONTINUED)

Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

Silty SAND (SM)
As described on previous sheet.

Shale
Medium to dark gray, moderately hard, weak to
moderately strong, slightly weathered. [Bedrock]

Clayey SAND with Gravel (SC)
Medium brown and gray, moist, dense, very fine to
medium grained sand, ~35% low plasticity clay,
~5-15% gravels. [Old Alluvium]

Bottom of boring at 28-feet 5-inches.
Groundwater measured at 18-feet upon completion.

30 16.4

50/5" 10.7
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BORING 5
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NOTES:

6

(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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7575

Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

Sandy SILT (ML)
Light tan-brown, moist, soft to medium stiff, low
plasticity silt, ~30-40% very fine grained sand.
[Top Soil/Fill]

*REFERENCE: Google Earth, 2022
ELEVATION: 114 - feet*
DATE: 10/3/2022

EQUIPMENT: Track-mounted Hydraulic Drill Rig
with 3.5-inch Solid Flight Auger
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same as above, gravel interbedding within sample

Sandy SILT (ML)
Medium brown, moist, very stiff, low plasticity,
25-30% very fine to very coarse grained, rounded to
sub-angular sands, 5% rounded gravels which
appear to be landscape pea gravel. [Fill]

Silty SAND (SM)
Medium orange-red-brown, moist, dense, very fine to
coarse grained sand, ~35-45% low to medium
plasticity silt, ~5-10% weathered, rounded gravels up
to 1/2" Ø. [Colluvium]

grades dark orange-red-brown, 45-50% silt, 5-10%
gravels

Sandy CLAY with Gravel (CL)
Medium red-brown, moist, very stiff, low to medium
plasticity, ~25-35% very fine to medium grained sand,
rounded gravels variable between ~10-30% with
depth. [Old Alluvium]

P200
68.8%
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3
NOTES:

(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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(CONTINUED)

Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

CLAY with Sand (CL)
Medium gray, moist, very stiff, low to medium
plasticity, ~20-30% very fine to medium grained sand.
[Old Alluvium]

Bottom of boring at 31.5-feet.
Groundwater encountered at 20-feet and measured at
18-feet upon completion.

66 129 11.6 UC
1625

51 112 18.9

Sandy CLAY with Gravel (CL)
Medium red-brown, moist, very stiff, low to medium
plasticity, ~25-35% very fine to medium grained sand,
rounded gravels variable between ~10-30% with
depth. [Old Alluvium]

sand increases to ~25-35% locally, trace completely
weathered gravel
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NOTES:

6

(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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23 96 20.6 UC
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Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

CLAY with Sand (CH)
Medium gray-red-orange, moist, very stiff, high
plasticity, ~10-20% very fine grained sand, trace
angular gravel. [Colluvium]

Bottom of boring at 16.5-feet.
No groundwater encountered upon completion.

Silty SAND with Gravel (SM)
Medium brown, moist, medium dense, very fine to
coarse grained sand, ~35-45% low plasticity silt, up
to ~15% subrounded to angular gravels up to 3/8" Ø.
[Fill]

same as above

sand increases to ~20-30%

*REFERENCE: Google Earth, 2022
ELEVATION: 118 - feet*
DATE: 10/3/2022

EQUIPMENT: Track-mounted Hydraulic Drill Rig
with 3.5-inch Solid Flight Auger
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grades medium orange with gray mottling, occasional
subrounded to subangular gravel

114 17.3 UC
5950

103 24.1 UC
4575

116 17.8 UC
5900
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NOTES:
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(3) METRIC EQUIVALENT STRENGTH (kPa) = 0.0479 x STRENGTH (psf)
(2) METRIC EQUIVALENT DRY UNIT WEIGHT kN/m  = 0.1571 x DRY UNIT WEIGHT (pcf)

(4) GRAPHIC SYMBOLS ARE ILLUSTRATIVE ONLY

(1) UNCORRECTED FIELD BLOW COUNTS
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Water level encountered during drilling
Water level measured after drilling

Sandy SILT (ML)
Medium brown-red-orange, moist, very stiff, ~20-30%
very fine to coarse grained, angular sands, trace
weathered angular gravel. [Colluvium]

Bottom of boring at 16.5-feet.
No groundwater encountered upon completion.

Sandy SILT with Gravel (ML)
Medium brown, moist, very stiff, low plasticity,
~25-35% very fine grained sand, up to ~15%
subrounded to angular gravels. [Fill]

Grades dense, gravels locally weathered to sand

*REFERENCE: Google Earth, 2022
ELEVATION: 114 - feet*
DATE: 10/3/2022

EQUIPMENT: Track-mounted Hydraulic Drill Rig
with 3.5-inch Solid Flight Auger
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120 13.3

119 15.5
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Silty SAND with Gravel (SM)
Dark orange-red-brown, moist, medium dense,
rounded, completely weathered gravels up to 3/8" Ø,
~30-40% very fine to very coarse grained sand,
~15-20% low plasticity silt. [Old Alluvium]

P200
43.8%
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I. INTRODUCTION
This Historic Resource Evaluation (HRE) has been prepared at the request of Stephen and Hanna 
Ensley for the property at 3 Skyland Way (APN 072-211-12) in the Town of Ross (Figure 1). The 
subject property is located on one-acre, irregularly shaped parcel on the south side of Skyland Way, 
west of the intersection with Laurel Grove Avenue. Historically, the property had a larger acreage 
that was accessed off of Laurel Grove Avenue. The property is located in a single-family residential 
zoning district and features a two-story-over-exposed-basement residence, built circa 1899 based on 
Marin County Assessor records, by an unknown architect or builder (Figure 2).  

Figure 1: Assessor parcel map. The subject parcel is shaded red. 
Source: Marin County Assessor. Edited by Page & Turnbull. 
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Figure 2. Bird’s-eye view of 3 Skyland Way. Approximate property boundary indicated by red dashed outline. 

Source: Google Maps, 2021. Edited by Page & Turnbull. 

 

METHODOLOGY 
This report follows a standard outline for preparing Historic Resource Evaluation (HRE) reports, and 
provides a summary of the current historic status, a building description, and historic context for the 
building at 3 Skyland Way and the Town of Ross. Page & Turnbull prepared this report using 
research collected at various local repositories, including the Marin County Assessor’s Office, Marin 
County Recorder’s Office, the Town of Ross of Building Department, the Marin County Free Library 
and Anne T. Kent California Room, Ross Historical Society-Moya Library, and the Marin History 
Museum, as well as various online sources including Ancestry.com, the California Digital Newspaper 
Collection, and Newspapers.com. Key primary sources consulted and cited in this report include 
building permit applications, census data, historic maps and aerial photographs, and historic 
newspapers. Page & Turnbull staff conducted a site visit to 3 Skyland Way on April 23, 2021. All 
photographs within this report were taken at that time, unless otherwise noted. 
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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
The property at 3 Skyland Way is not currently listed on any national, state, or local register of 
historic resources. The property is not eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical 
Resources. Therefore, the property is not a historical resource for the purposes of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
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II. EXISTING HISTORIC STATUS 
The following section examines the national, state, and local historic status currently assigned to the 
residence at 3 Skyland Way. 
 

National Register of Historic Places  
The National Register of Historic Places (National Register) is the nation’s most comprehensive 
inventory of historic resources. The National Register is administered by the National Park Service 
and includes buildings, structures, sites, objects, and districts that possess historic, architectural, 
engineering, archaeological, or cultural significance at the national, state, or local level. 
 
The subject property is not currently listed in the National Register. 
 

California Register of Historical Resources 
The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) is an inventory of significant 
architectural, archaeological, and historical resources in the State of California. Resources can be 
listed in the California Register through a number of methods. State Historical Landmarks and 
National Register-listed properties are automatically listed in the California Register. Properties can 
also be nominated to the California Register by local governments, private organizations, or citizens. 
The evaluative criteria used by the California Register for determining eligibility are closely based on 
those developed by the National Park Service for the National Register of Historic Places. 
 
The subject property is not currently listed in the California Register. 
 

California Historical Resource Status Codes  
Properties listed or under review by the State of California Office of Historic Preservation are listed 
within the Built Environment Resource Directory (BERD) and are assigned a California Historical 
Resource Status Code (Status Code) of “1” to “7” to establish their historical significance in relation to 
the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) or California Register of Historical 
Resources (California Register).1  Properties with a Status Code of “1” or “2” are either eligible for 
listing in the California Register or the National Register, or are already listed in one or both of the 
registers.  Properties assigned Status Codes of “3” or “4” appear to be eligible for listing in either 
register, but normally require more research to support this rating.  Properties assigned a Status 
Code of “5” have typically been determined to be locally significant or to have contextual 

 
1 California State Office of Historic Preservation, Built Environment Resource Directory (BERD), Marin County, updated March 
2020.  
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importance.  Properties with a Status Code of “6” are not eligible for listing in either register. Finally, 
a Status Code of “7” means that the resource has not been evaluated for the National Register or the 
California Register, or needs reevaluation.  
 
The subject property is not currently listed in the BERD database for Marin County with a status 
code. The most recent update to the BERD database was in March 2020. 
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III. ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 
The residence at 3 Skyland Way is a two-story-over-exposed-basement wood frame building (Figure 
3). Originally constructed as a French Colonial Revival style residence with a hipped roof, attic 
dormers, and an irregular footprint, the residence now has a full second story and a generally 
rectangular footprint. The residence is set on a concrete and brick foundation and is primarily clad in 
stucco. The building is capped with a flat-on-hipped roof with a hipped roof form that wraps around 
all four sides of the residence between the first and second stories. The roofs are clad in asphalt 
shingles and an interior, stuccoed chimney is located on the northwest side of the building. The 
residence features a porch at the main level that wraps around the two side facades but is enclosed 
as a sunroom at the northwest façade. The porch is supported by wood Tuscan columns, is enclosed 
by wood spindle balusters, and has wood board floors and soffits. The columns are evenly spaced 
across the porch, except where three are clustered in each corner. Typical windows are multi-lite 
wood casement windows or eight-over-eight wood hung windows. 
 

 
Figure 3:  Oblique view of primary (northeast) façade (left) and northwest façade (right), looking south. 
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Primary (Northeast) Façade  
The primary (northeast) façade faces the northeast motor court and driveway (Figure 4). A non-
original double dog-leg staircase is located at the center of the façade and leads to the veranda at 
the main level from the driveway (Figure 5). The staircase has stucco walls, concrete steps, and a 
metal balustrade and gate at the bottom (Figure 6). An ornamental stone seat with winged lions is 
located at the lower landing of the staircase. The exposed basement level has a metal roll-up garage 
door at the south (left) end. A corridor below the main porch is enclosed at the exposed basement 
level along the primary façade, behind the main staircase, and features wood channel siding at the 
interior (Figure 7). The basement level rooms have several paired two-lite wood casement windows 
and wood panel doors that open into the enclosed corridor area.  
 

 
Figure 4: South end of the primary (northeast) 

façade, looking south west. 

 
Figure 5: Central staircase at the primary façade, 

leading to the main entrance. 
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Figure 6: Detail view of double U-shape staircase with 

concrete steps and metal balustrades. 

 
Figure 7: Enclosed corridor at exposed basement 

level, below the main porch along the primary 
façade, looking northwest. The wood clad wall at the 

left encloses the basement level living areas. 
 
At the north (right) end of the exposed basement level, two un-glazed openings into the enclosed 
corridor are spanned with wood balusters that match the main porch (Figure 8). The primary 
entrance to the residence is center on the main staircase and is set in a wide recessed opening 
flanked by two square wood columns (Figure 9). The entrance features paired partially glazed wood 
panel doors flanked by wood panel side-lites with wood paneling at the side walls and soffit of the 
recessed opening. The primary entrance is flanked on both sides by two sets of French doorways 
with multi-lite transoms and full-height wood shutters (Figure 10). At the non-original second story, 
a single wood French door opens onto a balcony enclosed with stuccoed walls. The door is flanked 
by typical hung windows (Figure 11). At either end of the second story are banks of three typical 
hung windows covered by a fabric awning. 
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Figure 8: Un-glazed openings (left) at the north end 

of the exposed basement level corridor. 

 
Figure 9: Primary entrance, recessed between two 

square wood columns. 
 

 
Figure 10: Two sets of paired French doors with 
transoms and wood shutters north (right) of the 

primary entrance. 

 
Figure 11: Typical wood eight-over-eight hung 

window at the second story balcony on the primary 
façade, looking southeast. 

 

Northwest Façade 
The northwest façade of the residence faces the north motor court (Figure 12). The exposed 
basement level has a rectangular opening at the north (left) end, enclosed by a double metal gate, 
which accesses the enclosed corridor below the main porch (Figure 13). To the north of the gate is a 
six-over-six wood hung window. The remainder of the exposed basement level is enclosed by a 
wood trellis below the main level. The covered porch at the main level wraps around the corner to 
the northwest façade, but the majority of the main level is enclosed as a sunroom with multi-lite 
wood windows with wood paneling below; the sunroom and projecting bay are non-original (Figure 
14). At the center of the northwest façade is a projecting bay, which is part of the enclosed sunroom 
and is capped by a hipped roof form. The sunroom is accessed from the main front porch via a 
paired wood French door that faces northeast (Figure 15). A small, non-original covered porch area 
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is located at the west corner of the northwest façade. A single, southwest-facing French door 
accesses the sunroom from the west porch and a single northwest-facing French door accesses a 
mud room. The west porch is accessed via a non-original brick staircase with low stucco walls; the 
stair also has steps that lead down along the southwest façade (Figure 16). 
 

 
Figure 12: Northwest façade, looking south. 

 
Figure 13: Opening to the exposed basement 

corridor, enclosed by a metal gate, at the north end 
of the northwest façade. 

 

 
Figure 14: Interior view of the 
sunroom along the northwest 

façade, looking northeast. 

 
Figure 15: Paired French doors 
accessing the north end of the 

sunroom. 

 
Figure 16: Brick staircase at the 
west corner, leading to a small 

open porch. 
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The non-original second story also features a projecting central bay with a balcony that projects out 
further (Figure 17). The balcony is enclosed by low stucco walls with a central wood spindle baluster 
railing feature, and is covered by a metal frame and fabric awning (Figure 18). Single French doors 
are located at either end of the balcony, flanking a central typical hung window. North (left) of the 
balcony is a bank of three typical hung windows, and to the south (right) is a single typical hung 
window and a bank of three typical hung windows; the windows are covered by fabric awnings. 
 

 
Figure 17: Projecting bay and projecting balcony at 

the second story of the northwest façade. 

 
Figure 18: Stucco wall and wood spindle baluster at 

the second story. 
 

Southwest Façade 
The southwest façade faces a densely vegetated side yard, accessed via brick steps from the west 
corner (Figure 19). Most of the basement level is below grade along the southwest façade, but two 
partially glazed wood panel doors are located at the south (right) end of the southwest façade. At 
the main level, two typical hung windows are located at the north (left) end. A non-original fully 
glazed solarium is located at the center of the southwest façade at the main level and second story 
(Figure 20 and Figure 21). The south (right) end of the main level features a non-original covered 
porch supported by typical Tuscan columns. Three one-over-one wood hung windows are located 
along the southwest façade facing onto the balcony. On either side of the central skylight at the 
second story are two typical hung windows.  
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Figure 19: Partial view of 
the north (left) end of the 

southwest façade. 

 
Figure 20: Bird’s-eye view of the southwest 

façade, including the solarium at the main level 
and second story. Source: Google Maps, 2021. 

 
Figure 21: Interior view of 
skylight on the southwest 

façade. 

 

Southeast Façade 
The southeast façade of the residence faces the rear lawn and pool (Figure 22). The exposed 
basement level of the southeast façade features, from south (left) to north (right), an unfinished area 
enclosed by a wood trellis, a six-lite fixed wood window, a multi-lite wood panel door, three six-lite 
wood windows, and a multi-lite wood panel door (Figure 23 and Figure 24). The south corner of the 
residence has a concrete staircase with metal railing that accesses the non-original covered porch at 
the southwest façade. North (right) of the staircase is a non-original sunroom at the main level, 
which has square wood columns enclosed by multi-lite wood windows and lower wood panels. The 
remainder of the main level is spanned by the wrap-around open porch (Figure 25). Facing onto the 
porch, from south (left) to north (right), is a one-over-one wood hung window, a single French door 
with a two-lite transom, a small hung wood window, and a single French door with a two-lite 
transom (Figure 26). The non-original second story features two projecting balconies at either end 
of the façade, each of which is enclosed by stucco walls with a central wood spindle baluster feature. 
The balconies each have a central paired French door flanked by typical hung windows and covered 
by a metal frame and fabric awning. Between the two balconies are three typical hung windows, 
each covered by an individual fabric awning (Figure 27). 
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Figure 22: Southeast façade, looking north. 

 
Figure 23: Exposed basement level of the southeast 

façade, looking west. 
 

 
Figure 24: Interior view of garage, looking south 
toward southeast wall at the exposed basement 

level. 

 
Figure 25: Wrap-around open porch at the main 

level. 
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Figure 26: French doors opening onto the wrap-
around porch at the main level of the southeast 

façade, looking southwest. 

 
Figure 27: Typical windows with fabric awnings and 
one of two projecting balconies at the second story 

of the southeast façade, looking southwest. 
 

SITE FEATURES  
The residence is sited at approximately the center of an irregularly shaped one-acre parcel, set back 
from both Skyland Way and Laurel Grove Avenue. The current primary entrance to the site is a 
concrete paver driveway off of Skyland Way, which extends along the north side of the property and 
leads to two curvilinear motor courts—one located east of the primary entrance on the northeast 
façade of the residence, and one located at the northwest façade. Originally, the property was 
accessed from Laurel Grove Avenue and an easement road from Laurel Grove Avenue connects to a 
secondary driveway at the east corner of the property. The primary driveway enclosed with metal 
gates flanked by stone columns topped by metal lanterns, and the secondary driveway is enclosed 
with a wood gate (Figure 28 and Figure 29). 
 



Historic Resource Evaluation  3 Skyland Way 
Project Number 21128  Ross, California 
 

   
PAGE & TURNBULL 15 June 11, 2021 
 

 
Figure 28: Primary driveway entrance off of Skyland 

Way. 

 
Figure 29: Secondary driveway, looking toward 

easement road off of Laurel Grove Avenue. 
 
The perimeter of the property is lined with mature trees and shrubs, creating a sense of privacy on 
the property. A semi-circular lawn is located adjacent to the front motor court and a curvilinear area 
of plantings is located at the north corner of the residence, adjacent the primary entrance. A stone 
path is located along the heavily vegetated southwest façade of the residence (Figure 30). The rear 
yard features a lawn lined with trees. A brick walkway leads from a secondary entrance on the 
southeast façade to a brick patio with a barbeque area, and further east to a concrete pool deck 
along the eastern end of the property (Figure 31). The pool deck surrounds a rectangular pool with 
curved corners (Figure 32). A wood pergola, partially enclosed by wood trellises, is located at the 
south end of the pool deck (Figure 33). 
 

 
Figure 30: Stone path along southwest façade. 

 
Figure 31: Brick patio and barbeque area east of the 

south corner of the residence. 
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Figure 32: Rear lawn and pool, looking southeast. 

 
Figure 33: Wood pergola at the south corner of the 

property. 
 

SURROUNDING NEIGHBORHOOD 
The surrounding neighborhood consists large single-family residence on parcels that were 
subdivided in the second half of the twentieth century from larger estates. The surrounding 
neighborhood represents a mix of architectural styles and twentieth century development periods. 
Based on Assessor records and online real estate listings, the adjacent property at 9 Skyland Way 
features a Ranch style home built in 1960, and on the other side of the subject property, the home 
at 92 Laurel Grove Avenue was built in 2000. Nearby homes at 8 and 11 Skyland Way were both built 
in 1939, and the home at 4 Skyland Way was built in 1929. Adjacent homes off of Laurel Grove 
Avenue include Neo-Traditional style homes at 94 and 96 Laurel Grove Road built in 1960 and 1988. 
Most of the residences are set back on their lots and the perimeter of the lots are heavily vegetated, 
such that most of the residence are not visible, or minimally visible, from the street. Many of the 
properties feature large, landscaped yards and pools (Figure 34). 
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IV. HISTORIC CONTEXT 
TOWN OF ROSS 
The land comprising what is now the Town of Ross is located in Marin County’s Ross Valley. Prior to 
European settlement, the Coast Miwok had lived in and around Ross for at least 3,600 years – 
hunting in the nearby hills and fishing in the area’s creeks.2 First European contact with the Coast 
Miwok appears to have been in 1579 when Sir Francis Drake stopped in the Point Reyes area to 
repair his ship. Limited contact under similar circumstances occurred again several times prior to 
1603, but sustained contact between natives and Europeans did not arise until after 1775, when 
Captain Juan Manuel de Ayala sailed his ship, the San Carlos, into San Francisco Bay and anchored in 
the waters between Sausalito and Belvedere. Thirty years later, as a colony under Spanish control, 
the establishment of the mission system desimated Coast Miwok culture in Northern California. The 
missions at San Rafael and Mission Dolores in San Francisco both counted Coast Miwok as their 
largest constituents, and by the turn of the twentieth century there were a scant handful of native 
Miwok tribespeople continuing to live in their historically traditional manner in Marin County.3 
 
After Mexico won its independence from Spain in 1821, missions including the nearby Mission San 
Rafael Arcángel were secularized, and land grants known as ranchos were given to Mexican citizens. 
In 1840, a land grant for the 8,877-acre Rancho Punta de Quentin was awarded to Juan Batista 
Rogers Cooper – an Englishman who married Mexican General Mariano Vallejo’s sister and became 
a Mexican citizen – encompassing the San Quentin peninsula, Ross, Kentfield, and the south part of 
San Anselmo.4 After the Bear Flag revolt of 1846 and the 1850 annexation by the United States, 
several deaths of rancho landowners and contentious legal disputes resulted in the parceling out 
and sale of the former rancho land through the 1860s and 1870s. In 1857, James Ross, a Scottish 
immigrant, purchased the former Rancho Punta de Quentin and established Ross Landing (Kentfield 
Corners today). He ran packet schooners to San Francisco and operated a successful wholesale wine 
and spirits business. Ross’s oldest daughter, Annie, married George Austin Worn in 1863, and the 
couple took ownership of a 21-acre site of the rancho, building their estate known as “Sunnyside.”5 
 

 
2 “A Ross History Timeline,” Ross Historical Society-Moya del Pino Library, accessed online May 24, 2021, https://www.moya-
rhs.org/timeline.html.  
3 Sally Evans and William Roop, An Evaluation of Cultural Resources and Legislative Overview for the City of Belvedere General 

Plan Update, Marin County, California, (Petaluma, CA: Archeological Resource Service, 2009), 5. 
4  “A Ross History Timeline,” Ross Historical Society-Moya del Pino Library; and “Timeline: Miwok & Rancho Days,” San Anselmo 
Historical Museum, accessed May 24, 2021, http://sananselmohistory.org/timeline/miwok-rancho-days/.  
5 “A Ross History Timeline,” Ross Historical Society-Moya del Pino Library. 

https://www.moya-rhs.org/timeline.html
https://www.moya-rhs.org/timeline.html
http://sananselmohistory.org/timeline/miwok-rancho-days/
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Figure 34: Portion of the Official Map of Marin County illustrating the vicinity of Ross, 1892. A red arrow 
points to the approximate future location of the subject property. Source: David Rumsey Map Collection.  

 
In 1874, the North Pacific Coast Railroad finished a spur from San Rafael to San Anselmo, and the 
next year completed a line connection from Sausalito to Tomales through San Anselmo. In 1882, 
Annie Ross Worn donated 1.4 acres to the North Pacific Coast Railroad for the construction of a 
station. The construction of the station spurred some early development in Ross, which consisted 
primarily of large estates for wealth San Francisco residents desiring second homes (often where 
they spent summers). In 1903, the Lagunitas Country Club was established, and remains an 
institution in Ross. The voters (all male at the time) voted for the incorporation of the Town of Ross 
in 1908, protecting it from annexation by the neighboring Town of San Anselmo. The incorporation 
barely passed as the town was required to have at least 750 inhabitants, and Ross just barely had 
that number when the summer residents were counted.6  
 
As the town grew, other educational, religious, and medical institutions were established including 
the St. Anselm Church (1908), Ross Grammar School (1911), St. John’s Episcopal Church (1911), The 
Cedars of Marin (1919), and Branson School (1922).7 After voters approved the $100,000 purchase of 
the Shotwell estate in 1926, the Ross Town Hall and Fire Station, which are both still in use, were 
constructed on the site. In 1943, another important Ross institution was founded—the Marin Arts & 

 
6 Diana Bruce, “Ross Became Town 50 Years Ago – To Keep Area ‘Purely Country,’” Dailey Independent Journal, August 19, 
1958. 
7 “Important Landmarks,” Town of Ross, accessed online May 24, 2021, 
https://www.townofross.org/community/page/important-landmarks.  

https://www.townofross.org/community/page/important-landmarks
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Garden Center—at the Sunnyside Estate, the home of pioneer Ross residents Annie and George 
Worn and later A. J. Kittle. It features an octagon house (built 1860s by the Worns); landscape 
architects Thomas Church and Robert Royston contributed to the landscape of the site over the 
years, as did notable local horticulturalist, Herman Hein.8 A new Ross Post Office building was 
constructed in 1958 on the site of the former North Pacific Coast Railroad station. 
 
The Town of Ross experienced limited growth until the construction of the Golden Gate Bridge in 
1937 and the rise in automobile ownership in the subsequent decades. Even in the post-World War 
II period, during which the population of the San Francisco Bay Area boomed, the growth of the 
Town of Ross was primarily limited to the subdivision of former large, landed estates for 
development of single-family homes. The town has very limited commercial development along Sir 
Francis Drake Road, and no multi-family residential development.9 
 

FRENCH COLONIAL REVIVAL STYLE 
The architectural style of 3 Skyland Way was influenced by the French Colonial Revival style. Virginia 
Savage McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses provides the following description of the 
original French Colonial style, which was most prevalent in the French colonies in what is now 
southern Louisiana (particularly around New Orleans) and Mississippi during the eighteenth century 
through circa 1860: 
 

As in their 17th-century English and Dutch counterparts, early French Colonial houses 
had very high, steeply pitched roofs, following the Medieval tradition of constructing 
thatched roofs at a very steep pitch in order to shed water. Early French examples 
usually had a characteristic pavilion roof form, which is steeply hipped with the side 
roof planes sloping even more steeply than the front and back planes. Very few of 
these survive. The addition of wide porches around houses, a mild-climate tradition 
that probably originated in the West Indies, was accomplished by extending the 
hipped roof out over the porch but at a gentler pitch, giving it a distinctive dual-
pitched form. […] Somewhat later, simple hipped roofs, lower and with uniforms 
slopes on all sides, came to dominate. […] 
 
Most French Colonial houses originally had paired French doors, with small glass 
panes set above wooden panels. The doors sometimes had a line of transom lights 

 
8 “A Closer Look at the Marin Art and Garden Center,” The Cultural Landscape Foundation, accessed online May 24, 2021, 
https://tclf.org/closer-look-san-franciscos-marin-art-and-garden-center.  
9 Susan Nielsen, “The Neighborhoods and Subdivisions of Ross,” in Ross, California: The People, The Places, The History (Ross, 
CA: Ross Historical Society-Moya Library, May 2008), 97. 

https://tclf.org/closer-look-san-franciscos-marin-art-and-garden-center
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above; in later examples these were often supplanted by a Federal fanlight. 
Originally the doors were framed by a simple, narrow surround. Vertical board 
shutters hung on strap hinges covered the doors and transom (but no the fanlight, if 
present). The interior surface of the shutter was sometime paneled; the shutters 
usually swung outward and the doors inward. In later examples, Federal or Greek 
Revival door surrounds are common. Early French windows were paired wooden 
casements which swung inward. These were generally glazed with small panes of 
glass and were covered by vertical board shutters which had horizontal battens on 
the interior and swung outward on iron strap hinges. The window surround was 
narrow and simple. In later examples these French-style casements were supplanted 
by English double-hung sashes.10 
 

The subject property at 3 Skyland Way, built circa 1886-1899, was built later than the period of 
development typically associated with the French Colonial style in the United States, and is an 
extremely unusual architectural style to find on the West Coast. The residence has some features of 
the French Colonial style, such as an elevated primary story above an exposed basement level, a 
wrap-around open porch supported by wood columns, French doors with wood shutters, and a 
hipped roof. However, the building also has features that are associated with other revival styles, 
such as the recessed wood panel entryway and wide spindle balusters that represent Classical 
Revival style features, as well as number of later additions and alterations.  
 
A highly representative example of the French Colonial Revival style is the Fornier House, located in 
Hahnville, Louisiana (Figure 36).  
 

 
Figure 35: Fortier House (Home Place Plantation) built in the early 19th century in Hahnville, Louisiana; metal 

roof not original. Source: McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 184. 
  

 
10 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2013), 179-180, 186. 
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V. SITE HISTORY 
SITE DEVELOPMENT 
Research of the historic development of the subject property found minimal information related to 
the site prior to the 1920s. Overall, ownership and occupancy of the property prior to 1918 was 
unable to be confirmed through archival research of historic newspapers, maps, records of the 
Marin County Recorder, and through review of census and city directory data. Additionally, research 
of available building records on file with the Town of Ross and local repositories, as well as historic 
newspapers, did not find information confirming when the subject property was originally 
developed for residential use, or which individuals (builder, architects, designers) were responsible 
for designing and building the subject residence.  
 
The Map of Marin County published in 1873 illustrated the future location of 3 Skyland Way as being 
located within land labeled as “Tract 10” in the area of Ross Landing. This tract bordered the 21-acre 
“Worn Lot” at the corner of present-day Sir Francis Drake Boulevard and Laurel Grove Avenue 
(Figure 27).  
 

 
Figure 36: Map of Marin County, 1873. Source: David Rumsey Map Collection. 
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Villa Lots Subdivision 1884 

An 1884 subdivision map for “Villa Lots near San Rafael” shows how land along the southwesterly 
side of Laurel Grove Avenue was divided into several multi-acre parcels (Figure 39). The subject 
property appears to be situated on land that was originally designated as Lot 4 (8.436 acres) and Lot 
5 (5.262 acres). Research has not found information of the individual who originated the subdivision 
or whether any buildings were constructed on the subject property ca. 1884-86. 
 

 
Figure 37: Map of the Villa Lots Subdivision, 1884. 

Source: Marin County Free Library, Anne T. Kent California History Room. Edited by Page & Turnbull. 
 
As illustrated on the Official Map of Marin County, published in 1892, Jonathan G. Kittle acquired the 
Worn Lot and portions of Tract 10; however, the map does not confirm whether any member of the 
Kittle family owned the land that the subject property was eventually developed on (Figure 40). 
Jonathan Kittle’s primary residence was located within the Sunnyside Estate as of 1892. By 1909, the 
former land of Jonathan G. Kittle had passed to his widow, Harriette De Witt Kittle, as illustrated on a 
1909 Map of Ross. The map illustrated an L-shaped tract of land that was to be annexed to the Town 
of Ross in 1912, which included the land within the subject property. No indication of land 
ownership for the subject property was provided on the map (Figure 41).  
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Figure 38: Portion of the Official Map of Marin 
County illustrating the vicinity of Ross, 1892. A red 
arrow points to the location of the subject property.  
Source: David Rumsey Map Collection.  

 
Figure 39: Map of the Town of Ross, 1909. 
Approximate historic boundary of property is 
outlined with a dashed line. The words “corporate 
limits” appear on the map and indicate that the 
property was in unincorporated land as of 1909. 
Source: Ross Historical Society.  

 
According to the book, Ross: The People, the Places, the History, the subject residence was built 
before 1905, as it appeared in a birds-eye view photograph from that year. The available copy of the 
photograph does not include a caption that would indicate a property’s common name, owner, or 
further confirm a year built.11 The book also notes that a plaque on the property gives a date of 
1886 for construction of the residence; however, the plague, mounted to the west façade directly 
adjacent to the gate accessing the raised basement level (see Figure 13) does not provide 
information on the plaque’s origin or further evidence to support the purported 1886 construction 
date. Page & Turnbull’s archival research found no additional information to confirm the 1886 
construction date. Further, the Marin County Assessor provides a year built of 1899 for the property. 
Yet, no records such as building permits or newspaper articles were found to confirm that date.  
 
 
 

 
11 Ross Historical Society, Ross: The Places, the People, the History, (Ross, CA: Ross Historical Society-Moya Library, May 2008), 
52. 
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As further described in Ross: The People, the Places, the History, the property as of 1905 was 
roughly 8 acres in size (which approximates the size of lot 4 on the 1884 Villa Lots subdivision map); 
however, a source for this information was not provided. The property was also said to have 
featured several outbuildings. Review of available Sanborn maps illustrating properties in Ross 
during the early twentieth century shows that the subject property was not included within the 
survey area. As such, the 1905 photograph remains the earliest source for understanding the 
property’s early physical features and setting (Figure 42). 
 
The 1905 photograph provides a view facing southwest, with Mount Tamalpais in the left 
background. Power lines running along Laurel Grove Avenue are visible near the bottom of the 
photograph. The photograph shows the subject residence’s early design with an exposed basement 
level, full-width front porch or veranda and a wide hip roof with hipped dormers at the north and 
east sides of the roof, and a walled dormer window at the west side of the roof.  
 
The front porch had columns; however, fine details were not discernable in the photograph. It also 
appears that an arched opening was located at the center of the exposed basement level; this 
opening has since been infilled, demolished, or otherwise obscured by the existing entrance 
staircase. It appears that the exposed basement had openings, generally aligned with the windows 
of the first story above. A circular or oval-shaped pathway was present to the north in front of the 
primary façade, with dense tree covering along Laurel Grove Avenue, smaller plantings and some 
additional trees on the hillside to the rear of the house, and additional dense vegetation to the west 
of the house. An ancillary building with a cupola appears at the far left in the photograph; however, 
the origin, use, and whether that building was associated with the subject property historically was 
not confirmed through research.  
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Figure 40: Circa 1905 photograph of 3 Skyland Way featured in Ross: The People, the Places, the History. 

 
In 1917, prominent hay and grain merchant A.W. Scott, Jr., who resided and worked primarily in San 
Francisco, acquired “a portion of lot 5, Villa lots near San Rafael, containing 3.022 acres, also portions 
of lots 4 and 5, same tract containing 4.293 acres” from Morris Marsh and Marsh’s wife.12 In 1918, 
Scott acquired a “portion of lot 4, Plan of Villa Lots near San Rafael, containing 6.05 acres” from 
Helene Hund.13 In total, the land Scott acquired between 1917 and 1918, as reported in historic 
newspapers, totaled 13.365 acres, which is roughly the same acreage described in Ross: The People, 
the Places, the History, and the total acreage of Lots 4 and 5 described on the 1884 Villa Lots map. 
 
Research about Morris Marsh did not find extensive information and did not result in finding any 
association between Marsh and the subject residence’s origination, or information relating to 
individuals whom Marsh acquired property from. Research about Helene Hund found that Hund 
received land along the southerly side of Laurel Grove Avenue in 1917 through a decree of partial 
distribution of the estate of O.H. Hund. O.H. Hund was a relative of physician Frederick J. Hund, 
founder of the El Recreo Sanitarium, which operated in Ross between 1907 and 1921 and was 

 
12 Real estate transaction notice published in San Anselmo Herald, December 17, 1917. 
13 Real estate transaction notice published in San Anselmo Herald, March 15, 1918. 
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located further south along Laurel Grove Avenue within a five-acre property.14 Frederick J. Hund 
resided at El Recreo during that institution’s existence. Prior to founding El Recreo, he commissioned 
architect and Ross resident, Conrad Muessdorffer, to design a residence in Ross Valley in 1899. 
However, the residence had no similarity to the subject building as it was designed in the First Bay 
Tradition style.15 Newspapers and available histories of Ross did not reveal any additional 
information that tied the Hund family to the subject property. Therefore, the only apparent 
association of the subject property to members of the Hund family is that it may have been built on 
a portion of land owned by a member of the family. The subject property could also predate the 
Hund family’s settlement in Ross, which appears to have occurred in 1899, potentially as many as 13 
years after the property’s earliest estimated completion in 1886. 
 
In 1920, a newspaper article reported that the home of A.W. Scott, Jr., on Laurel Grove Avenue, 
hosted the wedding of the Scotts’ daughter, Ruth, to Robin Flynn of San Anselmo.16 The home’s 
address on Laurel Grove Avenue indicates that Skyland Way was not yet an existing street. This also 
aligns with its reported original entrance off of Laurel Grove Avenue, as described in Ross: The 
People, the Places, the History.17 During their ownership of the subject property, the Scotts’ 
permanent residence was located in San Francisco, and their Ross property was a seasonal 
residence, according to 1910 and 1920 censuses. The 1930 census listed Scott’s residence in 
Sausalito.18  
 
A.W. Scott, Jr. and Ruth Scott sold their Ross home to Oscar M. and Wilhelmina Hueter in December 
1924.19 The transaction was officially recorded in 1926 and is the earliest transaction for the 
property found through research of Marin County Recorder holdings. According to a newspaper 
article published in 1925, the Hueters hosted a party to dedicate a newly constructed 15-by-50 foot, 
tiled swimming pool and “bought the place from the A.W. Scotts last fall and have remodeled it 
considerably.”20 Details relating to the remodeling undertaken by the Hueters were not provided in 
the article and are not documented on available building permit records or other sources. The 
swimming pool constructed by the Hueters appears to be the one that remains present on the 
property.  
 

 
14 Fran Cappelletti, “Conrad Muessdorffer,” Ross Historical Society-Moya Library, online, accessed May 16, 2021. 
https://www.moya-rhs.org/uploads/1/1/8/7/118735376/conrad_meussdorffer_architect.pdf. 
15 “Picturesque Residence for Dr. Hund in Ross Valley,” San Francisco Chronicle, March 19, 1899. 
16 “Flynn-Scott,” San Anselmo Herald, July 23, 1920, 4. 
17 Ross: The Places, the People, the History, (Ross, CA: Ross Historical Society-Moya Library, May 2008), 52 
18 Census data for A.W. Scott, Jr. and family accessed at Ancestry.com. 
19 Notice in newspaper: Mr. and Mrs. A.W Scott sell home, San Anselmo Herald, December 5, 1924, 6. 
20 “Party for Opening of Bathing Pool,” San Anselmo Herald, August 21, 1925.  
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The article also noted the Hueters would return to their home in San Francisco in early September, 
indicating that the subject property was a seasonal residence. Oscar Hueter’s obituary noted that he 
was a prominent real estate developer in San Francisco and was also “developer of the Villa Lots in 
Ross above Laurel Grove Avenue in the middle 1930s, which included seven large homes.”21 Ross: 
The Places, the People, the History notes, “By the late 1930s, Skyland Way had been cut through the 
property. By 1942, 11 lots had been created and six new homes had already been built around the 
original home. It appears that the further development of the Villa Lots subdivision by Hueter 
resulted in the construction of Skyland Way. In 1940, retired U.S. Army Brigadier General (Brig. Gen.) 
George B. Pillsbury and his wife Bertha Pillsbury moved to the subject property, which was 
addressed as 96 Laurel Grove Avenue in newspapers. Research of Marin County Recorder records 
and historic newspapers did not find additional information relating to the sale of the subject 
property by Hueter.  
 
The subject property was occupied by members of the Pillsbury family between 1940 and 1958. At 
the time the Pillsbury Estate sold the property to a developer in 1958 it was said to include five 
acres. Thus, between 1917-1918 and 1958, the property’s size was reduced by roughly 8 acres. An 
aerial photograph of the property from 1947 shows that the residence featured an L-shaped 
footprint during the Pillsburys’ ownership (Figure 42).   
 

 
21 “Oscar Hueter, Real Estate Broker, Dies,” Daily Independent Journal, August 9, 1954. 
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Figure 41: Aerial photo of subject property (indicated with a red arrow) and vicinity, 1947. Note the subject 

residence’s apparently L-shaped footprint. Source: UC Santa Barbara Special Collections. Flight GS-CP_5, Frame 
89. 

 
As of July 1958, the property was approximately five acres and was referred to as the “Pillsbury 
Estate” in a newspaper article reporting on potential subdivision of the tract.22 Thus, it appears that 
the Villa Tracts subdivision undertaken by Hueter in the 1930s reduced the size of the subject 
property from 13 to five acres. The Sylvan Development Co. had recently purchased the property 
and planned to subdivide it into five lots of roughly an acre each. Roughly five months later, in 
December 1958, a tentative subdivision map was submitted for review. The Ross Acres subdivision 
was recorded in January 1959 and resulted in the subject property reaching its current dimensions. 
 
A 1965 aerial photograph captured the subject property a few years after the Ross Acres subdivision 
was recorded, showing that the properties bordering 3 Skyland Way were developed with houses 
(Figure 43). The photograph also shows the residence at 3 Skyland Way took on a square footprint 
different from the L-shaped footprint visible on the 1947 aerial photograph. 
 

 
22 Wat Takeshita, “New Subdivision on Pillsbury Estate? Parallel Parking? One Way Streets?,” Daily Independent Journal, July 26, 
1958. 
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Figure 42: 1965 aerial photograph of subject property and vicinity. Source: UC Santa Barbara Special 

Collections. Cartwright Aerial Surveys, Flight CAS-65-130, Frame 40-43. 
 
David Arthur Dixon (1931-1999) and his wife Edith Dixon are the first known owners of the property 
following its subdivision by Sylvan Development Co. The Dixons owned the property by and 
throughout the early to mid-1980s. In 1984, the Dixons commissioned a major remodeling of the 
residence. Property survey plans from 1984 document the conditions at the site prior to the 
remodeling project (Figure 44 to Figure 46). 
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Figure 43: Portion of property survey illustrating the west site perimeter and shed that was demolished in 1984. 

Source: Source: Marin County Free Library, Anne T. Kent California Room. 
 

 
Figure 44: Portion of property survey illustrating central area of the property and subject residence’s footprint, 
prior to the 1984 remodeling project. Source: Source: Marin County Free Library, Anne T. Kent California Room. 
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Figure 45: Portion of property survey illustrating the eastern area of the site with a lawn aera and rectangular 

in-ground swimming pool with dressing rooms. Source: Source: Marin County Free Library, Anne T. Kent 
California Room. 

 
The remodeling project altered the original hip roof of the residence and resulted in construction of 
verandas along the south and west façades. The veranda on the west façade was connected to the 
original full-width veranda at the primary façade , forming the existing wrap-veranda. An enclosed 
solarium was also built on the rear façade, filling a recessed area of that façade. In addition to these 
alterations to the residence, a preexisting garage located to the west of the residence was 
demolished. The origins of the garage were unable to be confirmed with available property 
documentation. A new garage bay, located at the east end of the raised basement level, was cut into 
the primary façade. It appears that to accommodate this new garage within the base of the 
residence, the perimeter walls of the raised basement were further enclosed and covered with non-
historic stucco. By 1984, the residence’s primary façade had been additionally altered with the 
existing staircase (Figure 47 and Figure 48).  
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Figure 46: Site plan of the subject property showing areas where additions were added in 1984 (shaded in 

green). A garage, removed during the project, stood to the west of the residence.  
Source: Provided by owner. 

 

 
Figure 47: Section drawing showing alteration of hip roof and original rear wall (shown in dashed lines) in 1984. 

Source: Provided by owner. 
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In 1988, Lynn and Bruce Chetley acquired the property and maintained ownership until 2021, when 
the property was listed for sale. As of this evaluation, portions of the residence’s early full-width 
porch remain intact, while the original roof form and footprint have been heavily altered, resulting in 
the present form and massing of the residence (Figure 50 and Figure 51). 
 

 
Figure 48: Circa 1905 photograph of 3 Skyland Way. 
Source: Ross: The People, the Places, the History.  

 
Figure 49: Bird’s-eye arial of 3 Skyland Way, showing 

the second story addition. Source: Google Maps, 
2021. 

 

Construction Chronology  
The following table provides a timeline of construction activity at 3 Skyland Way, based on building 
permit records provided by the Town of Ross Building Department.  
 

Date Filed Permit App. # Owner Contractor  Work  
10/22/1984 11038 David A. Dixon Keith Hughes Remodel with veranda; garage. 
10/26/1984 11038 

continued 
David A. Dixon Keith Hughes Drainage, paving, west side. 

4/20/1988 N/A. Project 
information 
relating to 
remodeling 
project 
permitted in 
1984. 

David A. Dixon Bernard J. Bloch, 
Architect 

Notes that the plans for remodel as 
described by Dixon and Bloch 
included: add on to the ground floor 
verandas on the east and west side of 
the house and enlarge the solarium; 
add to the second floor a deck and 
enlarge the bedrooms. The uniform 
three foot increase in roof height will 
not be visible from the street or 
neighboring properties and will 
conceal existing solar panels. Stables 
will be removed and the property re-
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Date Filed Permit App. # Owner Contractor  Work  
landscaped. Mr. Dixon agreed to 
provide a 24-hour monitored fire 
alarm system, widen the driveway and 
gate and install a hydrant at the end of 
the driveway to be upgraded to a three 
outlet hydrant and construct the roof 
of non-combustible material. 

4/19/1988 N/A. Letter to 
Linda Dixon 
from Rabi 
Elias, Director 
of Public 
Works & 
Planning, 
Town of Ross 

Linda Dixon, 
MD 

N/A Letter regarding building permit 
11038, issued to contractor Keith 
Hughes on 10/22/1984, noting that 
initial project valuation was $110,000 
and project as completed cost around 
$500,000. New evaluation of project 
valuation caused an adjustment in 
building permit fee. 

1/18/2002 14990 Bruce Chatley DeMello Roofing 
Inc. 

Main upper flat roof. Tear off and 
install built up roofing materials. 

12/8/2003 15365 Bruce Chatley All American Air 
Systems 

Replace two furnaces. 

2016-2018 
(Application 
and 
inspection 
dates) 

18412 Bruce Chatley Demillo Roofing Installation of composition Class A 
shingles on roof. 

8/23/2017 2017-47 Bruce Chatley TBD Removal of a live oak tree with 40” 
diameter due to fungus decay. Tree 
located southwest of the pool near 
south corner of the property. 

 
Summary of Property Alterations: 

• 1925: Extensive remodeling of the residence commissioned by Oscar M. Hueter. Confirmed 
property alterations include the existing in-ground swimming pool. Details of remodeling of 
the residence were not found through available building permit records or described in 
other archival records. 

 
• Ca. 1930-1940: Property appears to have been subdivided again, likely by Hueter, reducing 

its size from 13 acres to 5 acres.  
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• 1959: Property subdivided again, reducing size from the 5 acres that comprised the 
“Pillsbury Estate” to approximately one acre, which is the current property area. 

 
• By 1959: Property access transitioned to Skyland Drive, removing the original circulation via 

a driveway on Laurel Grove Avenue. 
 

• By 1984: The existing non-original front staircase had been constructed; a garage stood to 
the west of the residence. 

 
• 1984: A major remodel of the residence was completed, including insertion of garage within 

the raised basement level, likely recladding the basement level with stucco, construction of a 
one-story rooftop addition, addition of a veranda to west façade, and addition of a veranda 
and solarium to rear south façade. The original hip roof of the residence was irreversibly 
altered, changing the form and massing of the residence. Additional changes included 
replacement of two preexisting pool changing rooms. 

 
• Since 1984: Routine roof material replacements occurred in 2002 and 2016-2018. A decaying 

live oak tree was removed from the property in 2017. 
 

OWNERSHIP AND OCCUPANT HISTORY  
The following table provides a summary of the ownership history of 3 Skyland Way beginning with 
the year of construction, compiled from sales records held at the Marin County Office of the 
Assessor-Recorder and building permit applications and plans from the Town of Ross Building 
Department. 
 

Dates of Ownership Owner(s) (in bold)/Occupants Occupation (if known) 
Ca. 1886 – 1918 Unknown n/a 
1918-1924 A.W. Scott, Jr. 

Ruth Scott 
Hay and Grain Merchant 
Unknown 

1924-ca. 1940 Oscar M. Hueter 
Wilhelmina Hueter 

Real Estate developer 
Unknown 

1940-1958 George B. Pillsbury 
Bertha Pillsbury 
Henry Pillsbury 

U.S. Army, retired in 1940 
U.S. Army relief, retired by 1950s 
U.S. Army, retired by 1950s 

1959 Sylvan Development Co. Developer (Subdivided Pillsbury estate) 
1960-1979 Unknown N/A 
1980-1988 David A. Dixon 

Dr. Linda H. Dixon 
Executive, fertilizer company 
Medical doctor 
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Dates of Ownership Owner(s) (in bold)/Occupants Occupation (if known) 
1988-2021 Bruce Chatley 

Lynn Chatley 
Unknown 
Unknown 

 
 

Select Owner and Occupant Biographies  
A.W. Scott, Jr. (1869-1942)  

Albert Woodburn “A.W.” Scott, Jr. (1869-1942) was born in San Francisco in 1869. His father, A.W. 
Scott (1832-1908), had left Vermont for California in 1851 and settled in San Francisco, where he 
established a hay and grain business that became known as Scott, Magner & Miller.23 A.W. Scott, Jr. 
was educated at the Boys’ High School and graduated in 1887. Scott worked with his father during 
the 1890s and then pursued law studies. He was admitted to the California bar in 1908.  
 
Following the 1906 earthquake, Scott helped establish a local section of the Red Cross, the Citizens’ 
Street Repair Association, and a subscription fund to support street clearance and repairs. Scott was 
also instrumental in founding the Civic League of Improvement Clubs and served as president of the 
Industrial Peace Conference, an organization that “sought to do away with strikes among the street 
railway, telephone, iron manufacturing and laundry companies...by arbitration.”24 Scott succeeded 
his father as an executive ofScott, Magner & Miller, Inc. and was among the organizers and directors 
of the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Exposition held in San Francisco. In 1915, Scott was listed 
as secretary-treasurer of Scott, Magner & Miller, Inc., president of the California Nitrate Company, 
and “ha[d] large mining and realty holdings all over California.”25 By 1923, A.W. Scott Company 
succeeded Scott, Magner & Miller as a prominent hay and grain wholesaler based in San Francisco 
and Stockton. A.W. Scott Company was reported to be the “largest concern dealing exclusively in 
[hay and grain] products west of the Missouri River[.]”26  
 
Oscar M. Hueter 

Oscar M. Hueter (1891-1954) was born in San Francisco in 1891 and was among heirs to the Bass-
Hueter Paint Co., a company started by Hueter’s father in San Francisco, which was later sold to the 
Dutch Boy Paint Co.27 Hueter served in the U.S. Army during World War I and pursued a career as a 
real estate broker between the 1920s and 1940s. Hueter and other members of his family 
developed residential properties in San Francisco’s Sunset District during this period. Hueter’s 

 
23 “A.W. Scott, Jr.,” San Francisco Chronicle, January 15, 1915. 
24 “A.W. Scott, Jr.,” San Francisco Chronicle, January 15, 1915. 
25 Ibid. 
26 “A.W. Scott Co. Enters Business in Stockton,” Stockton Daily Evening Record, January 13, 1923. 
27 “Oscar Hueter, Real Estate Broker, Dies,” Daily Independent Journal, August 9, 1954. 
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obituary also notes that he “was the developer of Villa Lots in Ross above Laurel Grove Avenue in the 
middle 1930s, which included seven large homes.”28 Hueter retired form real estate brokerage by 
the 1950s. He worked as a property appraiser and served as a volunteer for the organization Guide 
Dogs for the Blind, Inc. before his death in 1954 at age 63. Hueter also owned a dairy ranch in Aptos, 
Santa Cruz County, according to his obituary. 
 
The Pillsbury Family 

Between 1940 and 1958, the subject property was owned and occupied by Bertha E. Pillsbury (1876-
1958) and her husband George B. Pillsbury (1877-1951), a retired U.S. Army Brigadier General (Brig. 
Gen.).29 Bertha E. Pillsbury’s obituary notes that she “had made her home in Ross since 1937,” and 
“died today at her home on Laurel Grove Avenue” in 1958. Brig. Gen. George B. Pillsbury died at age 
74 in 1951.30 George B. Pillsbury’s brother and fellow retired Brig. Gen., Henry O. Pillsbury (1881-
1955), resided at the property between 1953 and 1955. Brig. Gen. George B. Pillsbury was born in 
Lowell, Massachusetts in 1877 and graduated from West Point Military Academy in New York.31 
Pillsbury arrived on the West Coast shortly after his graduation and contributed to defense planning 
for the Bay Area. He married Bertha Smith in 1909. In 1917, he was assigned command of an 
engineering company during World War I in France. After World War I, he returned to the Bay Area 
and participated in the military approval process for the construction of the San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Bridge. He later served as a commissioner for the bridge.32 After 41 years of active service, 
Pillsbury retired in 1937. Census data from 1940 indicates that Bertha and George B. Pillsbury 
resided briefly at a property on Glenwood Avenue in Ross before relocating to the subject property 
later in 1940. 
 
Bertha Pillsbury was born in San Francisco in 1876. She resided in Washington, D.C., Philadelphia, 
and Detroit prior to returning to the Bay Area in 1937, which her periods of residency in several 
places reflecting her husband’s stationing in the military.33 Prior to Bertha’s retirement in the 1950s, 
she was active in Army relief work and as a member of St. John’s Episcopal Church. She was also a 
charter member of the Marin Town and Country Club.34  

 
28 Ibid. 
29 The military rank of Brigadier General was used by both British and United States armies during World War I, during which 
time a brigadier general commanded a brigade. A Brigadier General is a one-star General Officer grade rank, and is the 
lowest-ranking of the General Officer ranks. See, “Brigadier General,” Britannica, online. 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/brigadier-general; and, “0-7 Brigadier General – General Offier- U.S. Army Ranks,” Military-
ranks.org. https://www.military-ranks.org/army/brigadier-general. https://www.statista.com/statistics/239383/total-military-
personnel-of-the-us-army-by-grade/. 
30 “Gen. Pillsbury Dies at Ross; Rites Thursday,” Daily Independent Journal, May 9, 1951. 
31 “Gen. Pillsbury Dies at Ross; Rites Thursday,” Daily Independent Journal, May 9, 1951. 
32 Ibid. 
33 “Bertha E. Pillsbury Succumbs,” Daily Independent Journal, January 14, 1958. 
34 Ibid. 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/brigadier-general
https://www.military-ranks.org/army/brigadier-general
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Following the death of Brig. Gen. George Pillsbury, Brig. Gen. Henry S. Pillsbury, younger brother to 
George, resided at the property with Bertha Pillsbury for two years following his retirement from the 
military. Henry S. Pillsbury graduated from Dartmouth College and entered the Army Medical Corps 
after graduating from Harvard Medical School. His career spanned the two World Wars, during 
which time he was placed in charge of medical services in the Panama Canal Zone and directed the 
X-ray department at Walter Reed Hospital in Washington, D.C.35 During World War II he commanded 
Lovell General Hospital in Massachusetts and Thayer General Hospital in Tennessee.  In 1946, 
Pillsbury retired from the medical corps and became active with the Red Cross while residing in 
Washington, D.C. At that time, Pillsbury also served as a professor of radiology at the Army Medical 
School and authored the Army’s manual on X-ray procedure.36 
 

  

 
35 “General Pillsbury Dies Suddenly in Ross Home,” Daily Independent Journal, July 18, 1955. 
36 “Rites Held for Gen. Pillsbury,” Oakland Tribune, July 19, 1955. 
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VI. EVALUATION 
CALIFORNIA REGISTER OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES 
The California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) is an inventory of significant 
architectural, archaeological, and historical resources in the State of California. Resources can be 
listed in the California Register through a number of methods. State Historical Landmarks and 
National Register-listed properties are automatically listed in the California Register. Properties can 
also be nominated to the California Register by local governments, private organizations, or citizens. 
The evaluative criteria used by the California Register for determining eligibility are closely based on 
those developed by the National Park Service for the National Register of Historic Places.  
In order for a property to be eligible for listing in the California Register, it must be found significant 
under one or more of the following criteria.   
 

• Criterion 1 (Events): Resources that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history, or the cultural heritage of 
California or the United States. 

 
• Criterion 2 (Persons): Resources that are associated with the lives of persons important to 

local, California, or national history. 
 

• Criterion 3 (Architecture): Resources that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, region, or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess 
high artistic values. 

 
• Criterion 4 (Information Potential): Resources or sites that have yielded or have the 

potential to yield information important to the prehistory or history of the local area, 
California, or the nation. 

 
The following section examines the eligibility of 3 Skyland Way for individual listing in the California 
Register.  
 

Criterion 1 (Events) 
3 Skyland Way does not appear to be individually eligible for listing in the California Register under 
Criterion 1 (Events), as the building does not individually represent the broad patterns of history in 
the Town of Ross, the state, or the nation. Although built before 1905, and potentially as early as 
circa 1886, the house is not the earliest home in the area, nor is it known to be associated with the 
earliest Ross pioneer families. The property has not been demonstrated to stand out as an 
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individually significant example within the broader trend of early estate construction in Ross. For 
example, the property did not establish the trend of estate construction in Ross or shift the 
trajectory of development patterns. Several earlier and more intact buildings from  early estate 
homes in Ross are more closely connected with the early period of development, including the 
Widow Anne Ross Home at 39 Willow Avenue built ca. 1885 and the Octagon House at the former 
Sunnyside estate (30 Sir Francis Drake Boulevard) built ca. 1864, among others. Research did not 
uncover any significant events that occurred at the property. Therefore, 3 Skyland Way does not 
appear to be individually eligible for the California Register under Criterion 1. 
 

Criterion 2 (Persons) 
3 Skyland Way does not appear to be individually eligible under Criterion 2. Information about 
original owners and occupants of the property was not found. The earliest known owner-occupants 
of the property are A.W. Scott, Jr. and his wife Ruth Scott. A.W. Scott, Jr. was a prominent grain and 
hay merchant who based the operations of his business in San Francisco and Stockton as of the 
early 1920s. By the time Scott had acquired the land containing the subject property in 1917-1918, 
he had served among a group of directors of the Panama-Pacific International Exhibition (PPIE), held 
in San Francisco in 1915, and had succeeded his father as an executive of a major regional hay and 
grain enterprise. Although Scott and his wife were prominent members of Bay Area society, and 
Scott’s hay and grain business was apparently successful, his achievements in commerce do not 
appear to rise to a level of individual significance for having been exceptionally important to local, 
state, or national history. Furthermore, Scott’s work in the hay and grain business, role as a director 
of the PPIE, and his local notoriety are not strongly tied to his six-year ownership and seasonal use 
of the subject residence. During their ownership of the subject property, the Scotts primary 
residence was located in San Francisco.  
 
The second known owner-occupants, Oscar M. and Wilhelmina Hueter, acquired the property in 
1924 and resided there seasonally, in similar fashion to the Scotts. Research indicates that the 
Hueters remodeled the property, including the insertion of a rectangular swimming pool, but that 
they relocated to another residence in Ross by 1940. Although Oscar Hueter was a prominent real 
estate developer in San Francisco during the 1920s and 1930s, his role as a developer in San 
Francisco is not directly tied to the subject property. Hueter was also identified as developer of the 
Villa Lots (seven houses) in Ross in the mid-1930s. Additional information was not uncovered that 
would indicate that Heuter’s Villa Lots development was considered significant to local history.  
 
The third known owner-occupants, George B. and Bertha Pillsbury, acquired the property following 
George B. Pillsbury’s retirement from the U.S Army and resided there into the 1950s. George B. 
Pillsbury’s career in the U.S. Army spanned four decades, and he achieved the rank of Brigadier 
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General, placing him in a rank above Colonel and at the lowest tier of General Officer rankings. 
Pillsbury’s productive career and any achievements as a Brigadier General did not occur at the 
subject property. Similar findings relate to George B. Pillsbury’s brother and fellow Brig. Gen. Henry 
Pillsbury, who resided at the property during the early 1950s for a brief two-year period during his 
retirement. Overall, the career achievements of the Pillsbury brothers are not associated with this 
property, which they lived in during their retirement.  
 
Research of subsequent owners between the 1960s and the recent past did not find that any 
individuals made significant contributions to history. 
 

Criterion 3 (Architecture) 
The residence at 3 Skyland Way does not appear to be individually eligible under Criterion 3. An 
early photograph of the building indicates that the residence, as originally designed, embodied the 
distinctive characteristics of a French Colonial Revival style residence, a rare example of the 
application of the style to a property in Ross and along the West Coast in general. Available 
documentation of the property did not reveal an original designer, owner, builder, or other 
individuals associated with its origination. Therefore, a determination of the property’s association 
with any significant design professionals is unable to be made. Although the residence’s original 
design would be eligible for listing in the California Register under Criterion 3 (Architecture) as a rare 
and individually distinct local example of a French Colonial Revival style residence, the residence has 
been altered to such a degree that it no longer conveys its original design or style, and is therefore 
not individually eligible for California Register under Criterion 3 (Architecture).  
 
A detailed discussion of the integrity of 3 Skyland Way is provided below. 
 

Criterion 4 (Information Potential) 
The “potential to yield information important to the prehistory or history of California” typically 
relates to archeological resources, rather than built resources. When California Register Criterion 4 
(Information Potential) does relate to built resources, it is relevant for cases when the building itself 
is the principal source of important construction-related information. The analysis of the property at 
3 Skyland Way for eligibility under Criterion 4 is beyond the scope of this report. 
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INTEGRITY 
In order to qualify for listing in any local, state, or national historic register, a property or landscape 
must possess significance under at least one evaluative criterion as described above and retain 
integrity. Integrity is defined by the California Office of Historic Preservation as “the authenticity of 
an historical resource’s physical identity evidenced by the survival of characteristics that existed 
during the resource’s period of significance,” or more simply defined by the National Park Service as 
“the ability of a property to convey its significance.”37    
 
In order to evaluate whether the subject property retains sufficient integrity to convey its historic 
significance, Page & Turnbull used established integrity standards outlined by the National Register 
Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation. Seven variables, or aspects, 
that define integrity are used to evaluate a resource’s integrity—location, setting, design, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. A property must possess most, or all, of these aspects in 
order to retain overall integrity. If a property does not retain integrity, it can no longer convey its 
significance and is therefore not eligible for listing in local, state, or national registers.  
 
The seven aspects that define integrity are defined as follows:   
 

Location is the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where the 
historic event occurred;  
 
Setting addresses the physical environment of the historic property inclusive of the 
landscape and spatial relationships of the building(s);  
 
Design is the combination of elements that create the form, plan, space, structure, and style 
of the property;   
 
Materials refer to the physical elements that were combined or deposited during a particular 
period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form the historic property;   
 
Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people during 
any given period in history or prehistory;   
 

 
37 California Office of Historic Preservation, Technical Assistance Series No. 7: How to Nominate a Resource to the California 
Register of Historical Resources, (Sacramento: California Office of State Publishing, 4 September 2001), 11;  U.S. Department 
of the Interior, National Park Service, National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, 
(Washington, D.C.: National Park Service, 1995), 44. 
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Feeling is the property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular period of 
time; and   
 
Association is the direct link between an important historic event or person and the historic 
property. 
 

LOCATION 

The residence at 3 Skyland Way retains integrity of location as it remains situated at its original 
location. 
 
SETTING 

The property at 3 Skyland Way does not retain integrity of setting. Early photographic 
documentation of the property shows that it was situated on a large property of approximately eight 
acres, which appears to have expanded to a size of 13 acres by 1918, when A.W. Scott, Jr. acquired 
the eight-acre site and five acres of adjacent land in two separate transactions. After Scott sold the 
property in 1925, Oscar Hueter apparently subdivided the 13-acre tract at some point between 1925 
and 1940. By 1959, it was five acres, but that year, the locally known “Pillsbury Estate” was 
subdivided again.  This resulted in its current roughly one-acre size. As a result of these reductions in 
the size, the early estate site and setting have been lost.  Although the property remains a single-
family property, its general setting has changed considerably since the early twentieth century due 
to successive subdivisions of the property and subsequent residential development in the 
immediate vicinity. 
 
Additionally, the property was originally accessed from Laurel Grove Avenue, but has since 1959 
been reassigned a Skyland Way address and has lost direct circulation to Laurel Grove Avenue.  
 
DESIGN 

The residence at 3 Skyland Way does not retain integrity of design. The residence was originally 
designed as a one-story-over-raised-basement, French Colonial Revival style residence with a full-
width front porch, central entrance stair with an arched opening at center,  and a hip roof with 
projecting dormer windows. Documentation of alterations to the residence before the major 
remodel in 1984 is very limited, yet it appears that the residence was extensively remodeled in 1925 
by owner Oscar Hueter. By 1947, the residence had an L-shaped footprint that expanded to become 
nearly square by 1984.  
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The 1984 remodel introduced new verandas at the south and west façades of the building, a 
solarium at the center of the south façade, and a one-story rooftop addition. The rooftop addition 
altered the preexisting rear wall of the building and replaced the majority the original hip roof with 
the existing roof form. Original dormer windows were removed in some locations and altered in 
others to accommodate the addition.  
 
Overall, the alterations completed since the mid-1920s, and particularly in 1984, have impaired the 
residence’s ability to convey its original French Colonial Revival style design. 
 
MATERIALS  

The property at 3 Skyland Way does not retain integrity of materials. Documentation of the 
property’s original material palette is limited; however, it appears that the property was originally 
clad with wood siding and has been altered along portions of the exterior with stucco. Although the 
stucco or plaster was a common material in residential construction its application to the residence 
in 1984 reduced the presence of wood siding and has diminished the residence’s representation of 
its original materiality. 
 
WORKMANSHIP 

The property at 3 Skyland Way does not retain integrity of workmanship. The residence provides a 
mixed representation of craftsmanship of its original era of construction and subsequent 
alterations, primarily including a major remodeling in 1984. The residence’s stucco exterior sections, 
second-story materials, and balusters at the verandas that were added in 1984 represent non-
historic craftsmanship. The residence retains the front porch’s original balusters and columns, as 
well as original wood siding and wood casement windows. However, the property does not provide 
a strong sense of historic workmanship from its original period of construction, given the extensive 
changes that have occurred. 
 
FEELING 

The property at 3 Skyland Way does not retain integrity of feeling. The residence’s sense of feeling as 
a French Colonial Revival style residence has been impaired by major alteration of the residence’s 
footprint, massing, scale, and introduction of additional materials in the 1980s that have diminished 
the historic qualities of the residence’s original design.  
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ASSOCIATION 

The property at 3 Skyland Way does not retain integrity of association. The property’s original design 
and setting within multi-acre estate property, as documented in 1905, has been altered. The 
property’s association with owners, patterns of development, and architectural style that were 
present prior to the period 1959 to 1984 (the period when the property reached its one-acre size, 
and the major remodeling was completed) is no longer supported by the present conditions.  
 
Overall, 3 Skyland Way retains one of 10 aspects integrity. As such, the property does not retain 
sufficient integrity to support eligibility for listing in the California Register. 
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VII. CONCLUSION 
The property at 3 Skyland Way in the Town of Ross is estimated to have been originally developed 
between ca. 1886 and 1899. The earliest documentation of the property is a photograph taken in ca. 
1905. Research for this evaluation was intensive and involved study of available historic 
documentation within the collections of the Town of Ross Building Department, Ross Historical 
Society-Moya Library, Marin County Free Library, and the Marin County offices of the Assessor and 
Recorder in addition to online research. Information on the original owners and occupants of the 
property prior to 1917-1918 was not found. Available documentation of the property indicates that it 
was reduced in size from a thirteen-acre estate to a 1-acre residential property between the 1930s 
and 1959. Significant alterations to the residence have also impaired its representation of its early 
French Colonial Revival style form, with no information found relating to the original designer or 
builder.  
 
Overall, the property at 3 Skyland Way does not appear to rise to a level of individual significance 
under any of the evaluative criteria of the California Register of Historical Resources. Therefore, the 
property does not appear to be a historic resource under the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 
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IX. APPENDICES 
Appendix A – Building Permit Applications 
Front and back pages of building permit applications currently on file with the Town of Ross Building 
Department. Cancelled and expired permits are not included. 
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Appendix B – Floor Plans and Site Plans 
The following floor plans and site plans illustrate the existing conditions of the subject residence and 
site and were provided to Page & Turnbull in April 2021. 
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Appendix C – Preparer Qualifications 
This Historic Resource Evaluation was prepared by Page & Turnbull of San Francisco, California. Page 
& Turnbull staff responsible for this report include: Ruth Todd, FAIA, Principal-in-charge; Christina 
Dikas, Associate Principal; Joshua Bevan, AICP, Cultural Resources Planner, project manager and 
primary author, with research assistance from Hannah Simonson, Cultural Resources Planner, all of 
whom meet or exceed the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards for 
Historic Architecture, Architectural History, or History. 
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ATTACHMENT 4 



 

 

MINUTES 

 Meeting of the 

Ross Advisory Design Review Group 

7:00 PM, Tuesday, May 16, 2023 

 
1. 7:00 p.m. Commencement 
ADR Group Chair Kruttschnitt called the meeting to order.   
Present: Laura Dewar, Mark Fritts and Stephen Sutro  
Director Rebecca Markwick and Assistant Planner Alex Lopez-Vega were present representing 
staff. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes. 
The ADR Group minutes were unanimously approved.  

 
3. Open Time for Public Comments 
No comments were provided. 
 
4. Planning Applications/Projects 

a.  
Property Address: 3 Skyland Way 
A.P.N.:  072-211-12 
Applicant:  Historical Concepts 
Property Owner:  Stephen and Hanna Ensley 
Zoning:  R-1:B-A 
General Plan: VL (Very Low Density) 
Flood Zone: X (Moderate Risk) 
 
Project Summary:  The applicant requests approval for Design Review, Demolition Permit, 
Nonconformity Permit, and a Variance. The project includes demolishing the existing 
structures on the site totaling 14,958 square feet.   The project proposes to construct a new 
6,202 square foot single-family residence, a 735 square foot detached two-car garage located 
on the north side of the lot, a 525 square foot detached one-car garage located on the south 
side of the lot, and a new pool. New landscaping and hardscape are being proposed 
throughout the property. A Variance is required to construct the larger garage at the front of 
the property in the side setback.  

 
Mark Fritts 

 Couple of spots to watch the shiplap siding 

 ADU and garage masses should be studied 

Video and audio recording of the meeting is available online at the Town’s website at: 
townofross.org/meetings. 

https://www.townofross.org/meetings?field_microsite_tid_1=47
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 Understands the logic behind the garage placement, for new construction there should 
not be any Variances 

 Move the garage and move forward 

 Beautiful home, form, mass and materials. 
 
Laura Dewar 

 Beautifully designed project 

 Likes the location of the pool, works well with the topography 

 The FAR works with the site, massing is a great improvement 

 Likes that the garage is pushed to the side and how the home is the focal point 

 Really likes the project 
 
Stephen Sutro 

 Overwhelmingly approvable project 

 Thinks the garage should conform to setbacks 

 The plastic shingles do not meet the “high quality” material requirements of the code, 
and they should be changed 

 Loves the project and thinks it should be approved.  
 
Mark Kruttschnitt 

 Agrees with colleagues on all aspects of design. 

 Move the garages so it conform 
 

 Changing the windows, removing the balcony and the front door are all positive 
improvements to the house.  

 The storage space should be moved to the rear of the garage and follow the natural 
topography of the site.  

 Can recommend the project 
 

b.  
Property Address: 7 Willow Hill Road 
A.P.N.:   073-252-12 
Applicant:  Imprints Landscape Architecture 
Property Owner: Scott Grace 
Zoning:  R-1:B-5A  
General Plan:  VL (Very Low Density) 
Flood Zone:  X (Moderate Risk) 
 
Project Summary:  The applicant requests approval for Design Review, Hillside Lot Permit, 
and a Variance. The project is requesting new landscape structures including a new 
pool/spa, pool equipment, stone patio, outdoor kitchen, and replace of the existing 
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retaining walls with stone walls. Variances are requested to allow for the construction of 
new landscape structures within the side and rear yard setback.  

 
 
Mark Kruttschnitt 

 Looks fine, likes there are no neighbor objections  

 Recommends approval  
 
Laura Dewar 

 Supports project, project will not impact the neighbors.   
 
Stephen Sutro 

 Can support the project, no privacy or acoustical impacts 

 Downhill screening could cover the lattice work too  
 
Mark Fritts 

 Supports the project 

 Spiral staircase can be loud, so take note of that 

 Great spot for a pool 

 Pool equipment seems to be located in an odd location but if it works for you and the 
neighbor then okay.  

c.  
Property Address: 1 Garden Road 
A.P.N.:   072-131-33 
Applicant:  Edward Buchanan/ Buchanan Opalach Architects 
Property Owner: Nancy and Dennis Thompson 
Zoning:  R-1:B-15 
General Plan:  ML (Medium Low Density) 
Flood Zone:  X (Moderate Risk) 
 
Project Summary:  The applicant requests approval for Design Review Permit. The project 
is requesting to construct a new detached 837 square-foot three-car garage and a 325 
square foot addition to the existing single-family residence. The project also includes a 
new pedestrian gate, vehicle access gate, and driveway with access on Wellington 
Avenue, at the existing single-family residential property.  The property also includes new 
landscaping and hardscape throughout the property.  

 
The public hearing was opened, and the following people spoke: 
 
Nancy McCarthy, 15 Wellington. Shocked at the height of the garage structure, and does not 
understand why it has to be so tall. She is also concerned that the four trees are proposed to be 
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removed. Does not seem like such a large structure should be on the corner, perhaps another 
design would work so it is not so imposing.  
Tom Zebrowski, 23 Wellington. 1 Garden is a beautiful property, which 5 garages, this garage 
seems excessive. This is a well-traveled intersection, and the structure seems out of place.  
 
Mark Kruttschnitt 

 The house and yard are beautiful. The garage is on the corner and the design guidelines 
do not support garages at the corner, should be minimized and subordinate to the main 
structure. The garage is not minimized and is very large.  

 The driveway and pedestrian changes are nice in terms of pedestrian access. There are 
already 5 garage spaces and having another one does not seem necessary. 

 Supports the home additions.  
 

Laura Dewar 

 Supports the small additions to the house. 

 Appreciates the pedestrian entry to the home on Garden. 

 Questioning the removal of the 4 oaks in terms of privacy for the neighbors. 

 Design Guidelines do not support the location and mass of the garage.  

 Struggles with supporting the garage as proposed.  

 Supportive of fence material/  
Mark Fritts 

 Supports the additions on the home. 

 Comments on the roof forms of the home, there are a lot.  

 The proposed octagonal roof form is very steep and is not as successful as it could be, 
could be massaged a little bit.  

 The pedestrian side on Garden is very successful.  

 Agrees with the ADR members about the garage. Does not support it.  
 
 
5. Conceptual ADR 
 
6. Information and Discussion. 
 
7. New Agenda Items. 

 
Adjournment, 8:25 PM.  
 
Next scheduled regular meeting date and time: June 20, 2023, at 7:00 PM. 
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