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Staff Report

Date June 13, 2019

Mayor Kuhland Council Members

From: Heidi Scoble, Planning and Building Director

Subject: Design Guidelines to be used for the design review process consistent with
General Plan Program 3.D. in order to provide a basis for making consistent
decisions about the appropriateness of new development and improvements to
existing properties subject to the Town's Design Review process.

Recommendation:

Town Council approval of Resolution 2114 for the adoption of Design Guidelines to be used for
the design review process consistent with General Plan Program 3.D. in order to provide a basis

for making consistent decisions about the appropriateness of new development and

improvements to existing properties subject to the Town's Design Review process.

Background and discussion:
The Town of Ross is a special place in an extraordinary setting with significant natural resources,
high quality architecture, and a strong community identify. Ross residents' value its traditional
character, small-town charm, tree-lined streets, wooded hillsides, and meandering creeks. As

Ross continues to attract investment in its neigþborhoods through alterations and improvements
to existing building, including new construction, the question always remains as to how can these
changes be accommodated while respecting the design traditions and character of the Town? As

such, the purpose of the Town of Ross Design Guidelines is to provide a basis for making
consistent decisions about the appropriateness of new development and improvements to
existing properties that are subject to the Town's Design Review process. The Design Guidelines
are intended to establish a common understanding of design principals and standards that would
help maintain the unique character of the Town of Ross. Unlike objective development standards
or specific codified regulations, the Design Guidelines define and provide a range of qualitative
options and appropriate responses to a variety of specific design issues. Lastly, the Design

Guidelines are intended to help articulate the community's expectations for design, in addition
to serving as an educational and planning tool for property owners, design professionals, and

decision makers.



The idea of having Design Guidelines prepared to be used for the design review process began
during the 2007 General Plan update process. The Town Council at the time determined that to
preserve and enhance the predominantly residential character of the community that would be

appropriate given the existing development patterns, circulation patterns, and environmental
characteristics, that Design Guidelines should be developed to provide an educational and
planning tool that can be used as a basis for making consistent decision about the
appropriateness of new development and improvements to existing properties that are subject
to the Town's Design Review process. Hence, General Plan Program 3.D, Develop Detailed Design

Guidelines and Requirements, was established as an implementation program.

On February L5,20L7, at the Town Council's Annual Strategic Workshop, staff requested Town
Council consideration of expending funds for the development and preparation of detailed
Design Guidelines consistent with General Plan Program 3.D.

On February 8,2018, the Town Council authorized Town Manager to Execute a Consultant
Services Agreement with Winter & Company for the preparation of Design Guidelines. The
purpose of the Agreement was to implement General Plan Program 3.D (prepare design
guidelines to be used in the design review process) as identified in the 2007 General Plan for the
preparation of design guidelines to provide direction to applicants, property owners, and
decision makers during the Design Review process. Winter & Company was chosen after an

extensive proposal and interview process and were determined to have the best qualifications,
expertise, public engagement experience and tools, in addition to an understanding of the
Town's unique qualities.

After the Town Council approval of the Consultant Services Agreement, the Planning staff and
Winter & Co. conducted a public workshop on May 8, 2018. The workshop included an

introduction of project, an explanation of what Design Guidelines area, a discussion regarding
"What makes Ross Ross", and lastly, three public participation activities, and a comment sheet.
(See Attochments 3 ond 41. Approximately 25 participants (non-staff or project related
employees) attended the workshop. The common themes identified at the workshop consisted
of the following:

lmportance of landscaping

Maintain diversity in architecture
lmportance of "small-town" character
Traditional materials preferred, but open to alternative material when appropriate
Provide flexibility in the guidelines.

As a result of the May 8, 201-8 public workshop, Winter & Co. prepared a public draft of the Design

Guidelines. The public draft of the Design Guidelines was released on March 26, 2019. The
purpose of the March 26, 2OI9 workshop was to provide a project overview to date and an

introduction to the Design Guidelines, common themes that were identified during the May 8,

2018 workshop, and "walk-through" of the draft Design Guidelines. (See Attachment 5l
Approximately 25 participants (non-staff or project related employees) attended the workshop.



The Design Guidelines have been revised to incorporate and respond to the public comment
received at the March workshop and through the end of April 20L9. As such, the culmination of
the two workshops and public comment has led to the attached Design Guidelines dated June 4,

20L9. The Design Guidelines include the following:

Ch. 1, lntroduction: Explains the purpose and reason for the Design Guidelines, in addition
to describing the review process and document structure.
Ch.2, Town of Ross Character: Describes the variety contexts associated with Ross, describes
the character drivers and photographic observations associated with the various
neighborhood contexts, and describes the factors that may influence the application of the
Design Guidelines.

Ch. 3, Overarching Design Principles: Establishes a baseline for the community's design

expectations and vision.

Ch. 4, Site Design Guidelines: Provides descriptions and diagrams that refer to the
arrangement, placement, and orientation of buildings and site features, in addition to
focusing on the interface with the public realm.

Ch. 5, Building Design Guidelines: Provides descriptions and diagrams that refers to the visual

character of a structure, including the arrangement of design features, scale, massing, and

the relationship to surrounding development.
Ch. 6, Treatment of Heritage Resources: Provide guidelines to address properties that are not
officially designated as "historic resourcesf' but are valued as part of Ross's Heritage.

California Environmental Qual ity Act Compliance:
The adoption of the proposed Design Guidelines is not subject to the California Environmental

Quality Act (CEQA) because the Design Guidelines are not considered to be a project, as defined
in the Public Resources Code Section 21065 and CEQA Guidelines, 14 Cal. Code of Regulations
section 15378, and would also be exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(bX3), because

it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the adoption of the Design Guidelines
may have a significant effect on the environment.

Fiscal, resource and timeline impacts:
The fiscal impact associated with the preparation of Design Guidelines is a one-time cost of
599,870 with funding from the Town's General Fund and the General Plan Update Fund.

Attachments:
L. Resolution 211-4

2. Design Guidelines dated June 4, 20L9
3. May 8, 2018 PowerPoint Presentation
4. May 8, 2018 Workshop Participation Activities
5. March 26,zOLg PowerPoint Presentation
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TOWN OF ROSS

RESOLUTION NO. 2IL4
A RESOTUTION OF THE ROSS TOWN COUNCIL APPROVING

AND ADOPTING THE TOWN OF ROSS DESIGN GUIDELINES

FOR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

WHEREAS, State Government Code Section 65300 et seq. requires cities and towns to
prepare and adopt a comprehensive, long-term general plan for the physical development of the
city or town, and any land outside its boundaries which in the planning agency's judgment bears

relation to its planning; and

WHEREAS, the Ross Town Council approved and adopted the Ross General Plan 2007-
2025 on June 14, 2OO7; and

WHEREAS, the Ross Town Council determined that the goals of the plan to preserve and

enhance the predominantly residential character of the community are appropriate given the
existing development and circulation patterns, and environmental characteristics; and

WHEREAS, the 2007 General Plan included implementation priority 3.D, Develop Detailed
Design Guidelines and Requirements to prepare design guidelines to be used in the design review
process; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council authorized the preparation of the Design Guidelines on

February 8, 2018 to implement General Plan Program 3.D and to provide an educational and
planning tool that can be used as a basis for making consistent decision about the
appropriateness of new development and improvements to existing properties that are subject
to the Town's Design Review process; and

WHEREAS, public input on the Design Guidelines was solicited through two public

workshops on May 8, 2018 and March 26,20L9; and

WHEREAS, the Design Guidelines have been revised to incorporate and respond to public

comment since the March 26,2OL9 public workshop; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE lT RESOLVED that the Ross Town Council hereby takes the following
action:

L. The Design Guidelines, dated June 4, 2019 and attached as Exhibit A, are adopted.

2. The Town Councilfinds the adoption of the Design Guidelines is not subject to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) because the Design Guidelines are not considered to be a
project, as defined in the Public Resources Code Section 2L065 and CEQA Guidelines, t4 Cal.

Code of Regulations section 15378, and would also be exempt under CEQA Guidelines



Section 1506L(bX3), because it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that
the adoption of the Design Guidelines may have a significant effect on the environment.

The foregoing resolution was duly and regularly adopted by the Ross Town Council at its
regular meeting held on the L4th day of June 2OL9, by the following vote:

AYES:

NOES:

ABSENT:

ABSTAIN:

P. Beach Kuhl, Mayor

ATTEST:

Linda Lopez, Town Clerk



EXHIBIT'A,

Design Guidelines dated June 4, 2019
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Town of Ross is o speciol ploce in on exlroordinory setting with
significont noturol resources, high quolity orchitecture ond o strong
community identity. Residents volue its troditlonol chorocter, smoll-
town chorm, treeJined streets, wooded hillsides ond meondering
creeks. Ross continues to ottroct investment in its neighborhoods,
through qlterotions ond improvements to existing buildings qs well
os new construction. How con these chonges be occommodoted
while respecling the design troditions of Ross? These design
guidelines provide o tool to ossist in ochieving compotible
development, while occommodoring high quolity, innovotive design

The Ross Generol Plon 2OO7-2O25 oddresses those volues ond
slqfes:

"We wonl Ross fo refoin fhese offribufes ond sfill be o dynomic ond
evolving communily.

lf olso specificolly colls for developing design guidefines. ln
response fo fhof direclive, fhis documenf provides design
guidelines {or oll residenfiol oreos in lown. Änd, while if does nof
provide specific auidelines for co¡nrnerciol oreos, it does sef forfh
o sef of highJevel design principles fhof con opply fhroughoul lhe
communiiy, [or boih residenfiol ond commerciol developmenf.

ln This ChopÞr
Excellence of Design 2

Considering Context in Design 2

Advisory Design Review Group 3

Why Hove Design Guidelines? 3

The Design Review Process 4

Using the Design Guidelines 5

Adoption Droft | 6.4.2019 I



Introducfion

Excellence of Design
A key section of the Generol Plon focuses on "Excellence of
Design" ond sets forth on importont gool thot underlies the
principles ond guidelines thot oppeor in this document:

Design W¡th Nolure, Neighborhood qnd Community
Ross encouroges orchilecturol voriety of buildings ond lhe
open feeling of fhe Town. Buildings recede info fhe bockground
while londscoping ond open spoce foke cenfer sfoge. Ross's
neighborhoods mix old ond new consfrucfion fhrougfi fhe use of
oppropriof e building moferiols ond londscoping, ond fhrough fhe
oppropriofe design, scole, orchifecfurol defoiling ond sifing of
improvemenfs. We hoye come fo expecf on excellence of design
lhot blends wifh fhe neighborl¡ood seffing.

This gool provides the bosis for ten Design Principles set forth in
this document. These in turn ore implemented through the design
guidelines thot follow.

Considering Context in Design
The Generol Plon olso recognizes thot conditions influencing
compofibilily vory throughout the community. lt notes thot sites on
hillsides need speciol considerotion, qnd thqt the context vories
by the degree of the slope ond the chorocter of the rood edge.
ln response to this, o series of Design Contexts ore described in
this document, followed by o description of Chqrqcter Drivers
thot will help exploin how conlext ploys o role in determining
opproprioteness of design.

2 Town of Ross Design Guidelines



Advisory Design Review Group
Chopter l8.l¿1 of the Town's developmenl code estoblishes
design review requiremenfs. These extend to o wide ronge of
improvements, including new construction, ond mony types of
building odditions ond olterotions, os well os vorious t)rpes of site
work, ond londscoping. The Town Council is the formol review
outhority. In odvonce of their considerotion, design review is

conducted by Town stoff ond on Advisory Design Review (ADRI
Group. The ADR Group provides professionol review of design-
reloted issues, including site plonning, building mossing, setbocks,
light ond oir, ond privoc¡ os well os orchitecturol detoils ond
mqleriols selection. The obiective of the process is to provide
oppliconts w¡th helpful odvice eorly in the review process ond
to offer on opportunity for neighbor input ond feedbock. The
professionol design suggestions ond solutions ore provided in on
informol setting conducive to diologue ond colloborotive problem-
solving. The gool is to ensure the context of o proiect is oppropriote
for both the Town ond the porticulor neighborhood.

Section 18.41.100 of the Town Code sets forth design review
criterio ond stondords for o wíde ronge of design topics. This design
guidelines document provides supplementol moteriol to ossist in
opplying those criterio ond stondords.

Why Hqve Design Guidelines?
The design guidelines in this document provide o bosis for moking
consistent decisions obout the opproprioteness of new development
ond improvements to existing properties thot ore subiect to the
Town's Design Review process. This document helps orticulote the
community's expectotions for design. ln oddition, this document
serves os on educotionol ond plonning tool for property owners,
design professionols ond decision mokers.

lntroducfion

When is Design
Review Required?
As identified in the Ross Design
Review Ordinqnce {Chopter
1 8.41 ), improvements requiring
design review include:
. All new buildings
. All exÌerior remodeling resuhing

in odditions, extensions or
enlorgements to existing buildings
exceeding two hundred squore
feet of new floor oreo

. All fences, goles or wolls, or o
combinotion of these, greoter
fhon forty-eight inches ín height in
ony yord odiocent to lhe street or
right-of-woy

. An)r proiect resulting in the
removol or oherolion of more
thon twenty-ftve percenl of the
exlerior wolls or woll coverings of
o residence

. Any octivity or proiecl resuhing
in more thon Êfty cubic yords of
groding or fflling

. Any construclion, improvements,
groding/filling or olher site work
within twenty-five feet of o creek,
wolerwoy or droinogewoy

' Any proiect resulting in over
1,000 squore feet of new
impervious londscope surfoce

Pleose see the Ross Design Review
Ordinonce for the full list of
improvements requiring design
review.

Adoption Droft | 6.4.2AW 3



lntroducfion

Design Review
ond Other Town
Regulotions
Nole lhqt olher lown regulotions
ond those of other outhorilies with
lurísdiction over some cotegories
of development in Ross moy ol
times conflict with some of lhe
design guidelines in this document
or moy couse creotive solulions.
For exomple, regulotions conlinue
to evolve reloted lo fire sofety
ond flood hozord mitigotion.
These conditions moy couse some
odiuslment to the expectolions
of the design guidelines. For
exomple. new regulotions focusing
on reducing wildfìre hozord moy
limit londscope designs thol could
conflict with some of the imoges for
londscoping concepts in the design
guidelines. Focusing on the intenl
slotemenls thot ore included qmong
the guidelines will be importont in
those coses.

Type of
Work:

The Town Council will consider the stoff re
recommendotions ond oct on the proposo

The Design Review Process
These ore the steps in securing design review opprovol:

l. Meef w¡th Town stoff eorly in proiect
Discuss the generol opprooch ond opplicotion of the design
guidelines.

2. Prepore the design proposol
Provide sufficient informotion to enoble informed decision-moking.
Stoff will review the opplicotion for completeness ond ploce the
project on the ogendo for on ADR meeting.

3. Meet w¡fh the ADR Group
Together with the opplicont, ADR will discuss the prolect, including
the site plon, orchitecturql plons, londscope plons ond moteriols.
The ADR Group will suggesl modificotions os oppropriote ond will
moke o formql recommendotion.

4. Stoff prepores o report
The report will highlight how the proiect complies with the design
guidelines ond oddress ony issues thot the ADR moy hove roised.

5. Attend the Town Council heoring
port with the ,ADR
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Site Work ./ ./ ./ ,/

./Construct o new building ,/ ./ ,/ ,/

Adding on lo on existing building ./ ./ ./ ./

Moior renovotions to on existing building ./ ./ ./ ./

Work on q Heritoge Property ./ ./ ,/ ./ ./ ./.
'The Treotment of Heritoge Resources guidelines ore informqtionol; complionce with this chcpter is not required
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lnfroducfion

Using fhe Design Guidelines
The design guidelines ore grouped into topics thot ore introduced with intent slotements thot con be
used in evoluoting proiects when the direcÌ interpretotion of specific guidelines moy be uncertoin. This
moteriol, olong with the guidelines stotements themselves ond ossocioted imogery moy be used in
determining opproprioteness. The formot is exploined below.

Figurc l.l: SAftlPtE DESIGN GUIDEI¡NE

/ì Desisn Topic. , Building Plscement\ry DescriËes the iopic oreo lhol the design
guidelines foll within.

o

ô Design GuidelineY Describes the design outcome. Guidelines
ore sequenliolly numbered in eoch
chopter.

o Additionol lnformotion
Provides bullet lisls of oppropriote qnd
inoppropriole strotegies for meeting lhe
intent of the guideline.

lntent Stotement
Exploins the desired outcome ond provides
o bqsis for the subsequent guidelines.
The intent stotement is the most importont
component for eoch design fopic ond
moy be met in woys olher thon the design
guidelines. lf no guidelines qddress o
specific design issue, lhe inlent stotement
will be used to delermine opproprioteness.

A building should be ploced in o woy thot is

considerote of its context. Where there is on
estoblished pottern of building setbocks, such os in
the Conslroined Grid Neighborhood context, o new
building should be ploced to olign with the existing
buildings ond reflect the pottern on the block.
Where there is no estoblished setbock pottern or o
pottern thot provides flexibility in setbock on the sife,
buildings should be ploced in o woy thot fits with the
topogrophy of the site.

I. locofe o building wilhin fhe ronge of
esfoblished sefbocfcs on o block.

Where front
olign o new
buildings.

Yo
bui

rd setbocks ore uniform,
lding with its neighboring

* This is porticulorly importont in Chorocfer
Areo l, where troditionol residentiol
buildings comprise the moiority of
development.

Locote o building wilhin the ronge of estoblished setbocks on
o block.

Adoption Droft | 6.4.2019 5
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Gl Context Specific Slotementsv Cqll-outs identify when o design guideline
is especiolly importont for o Chorocter
Areo.

O lmf n inrenr or rhe suiderine by
illustroting oppropriote ond inoppropriote
design solutions.

Appropriote
lmoges morked with o check
illustrote oppropriote design
solutions.

lnoppropriote
lmoges morked wilh on X illustrote
inoppropriote design solutions.
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CHAPTER 2
TOWN OF ROSS CHARACTER

,íå

Understqnding the design chorocter of Ross begins with o
considerotion of feotures thot contribute to the town's distinct
identity. Residents volue its orchitecturol heritoge ond mony styles.
Noturol feotures, roodwoys ond londscopes olso contribute to
Ross's distinct chorqcter. This chopter summorizes the town's
chorocter ot o brood level qnd then discusses the foctors thot
influence chorocter ot neighborhood, site ond building levels.

Ross Contexts
While diversity in design is o signoture feoture throughout Town,
sub-oreos exist thot demonstrote consistency of certoin feotures.
These qre considered different "conlexts." A mop oppeors on
poge l0 thot identifìes six different contexts. Note thot boundories
ore not shorply defìned, becouse foctors thqt contribute lo context
con chonge in very subtle woys.

The following context descriptions should be used in coniuncfion
with the guidelines. The context oreos serve os o generol guide
for considering how the design guidelines moy opply to different
settings. For exomple, some building design guidelines moy be
interpreted with more flexibility when the building is not visible
from the street. Where o porticulor design topic or individuol
guideline is especiolly relevont for o specific context, it is noted in
the guidelines.

ln This Chcpter
Ross Conlexts 7

Chqrocter Drivers I I

Townwide Chqrqcter Anolysis l8
Foctors Thot Moy lnfluence the
lmportonce of the Design Topics 21

I
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Town of Ross Chorocfer

Moior Arteriol Corridor

Ålr
Conslroined Grid Neighborhood

Stron g Slreet Relotionship/Flot

Moderote Street Relotionship/Flot
ond Mild Slope

Moior,Arteriol Corridor
This oreo is strongly influenced by Sir Froncis Droke Boulevord ond
Corte Modero Creek. Most properties ore visuolly seporoted from
the rood with fences ond gotes. Most ore connecled to the street by
wolkwoys or goted vehiculor entries. Becouse of the close proximity
to the street, fronf yord londscoping often is defined by toll hedges
ond wolls.

Constrqined Grid Neighborhood
This oreo hos smoll lots ond o tight streel system. Buildings often ore
very close to the street ond hove o street presence through defined
entrywoys.

Buildings ore locoted neor the street ond hove entronces directly
focing lhe streel. Building fronls ore porollel to the street, ond hove
doors ond windows thot foce the sidewolk. Londscoping on these
properties is loyered with o pothwo¡ gote or similor feoture.

Exomples occur olong Bolinos ond Poplor Avenues.

Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
In these oreos, entries to homes ore highly visible ond houses hove
o consislent pottern of uniform setbocks ond street orientotion. A
wolkwoy typicolly provides o physicol conneclion to the public
reolm. ln some coses, on-street porking creotes o somewhot more
formol rood edge.

Sometimes o home moy not be sited porollel to the street, but it is
connected to it with o pothwoy. Londscoping moy highlight thot
poth.

These oreos exist olong Bolinos, Poplor ond Wellington Avenues.

Moderote Street Relqtionship/Flot ond M¡ld
Slope
Properties in these oreos hove o foirly strong relotionship with the
slreet. Typicoll¡ houses ore visible, but not os strongly oriented
to the street os in some other oreos. Winding roods creqte some
differences in building plocement ond orientotion, olthough some
degree of consistency exists.

This qreo hos o mixture of house plocements. Some ore orienled to
the street ond some ore ploced forther bock from the public right of
woy. Topogrophy moy be o driver of building plocement.

These oreos exist on streets such os Fernhill Avenue, Logunitos Rood
ond Shody Lone.

r'i

' { ttit
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Minor Street Relotionship/Moderote Slope
ln these oreos, steep lopogrophy often results in winding, norrow
roods. Houses ore somewhot, but not full¡ visible from the street
ond ore set bock significontly.

These oreos often hove thick vegetotion thot obscures houses from
the street. ln some coses, o pedestrion pothwoy leods from the
public right of woy to the entronce of the building. Drivewoys moy
be goted but ore seporoted from the street by grode.

These oreos exist olong Glenwood Avenue, Logunitos Rood ond lvy
Drive.

Entry Element Street Relotionship/Significont
Slope
Steep topogrophy is the dominont driver of chorocler in these
oreos. Typicolly, o house is substontiolly seporoted from the public
right of woy. The view to it is often obscured by o steep slope ond
extensive vegetotion. A drivewoy is typicolly the only connection
between o house ond the street. At the rood edge, londscoping,
fences ond wolks profoundly impoct chorocter.

Few properties in these oreos ore visible from the street. Mony ore
uphill, with o drivewoy leoding to the home. Others ore downhill,
with portions of buildings visible from the street. The relotionship of
these buildings with the street is minimol. Even though this context is

currently chqrqcterized by homes locoted for bock into the site ond
typicolly not visible from the street, the preferred locotion for homes
is closer lo the street so they hove o sTronger street presence. New
fire sofety stondords olso will offect future chorocter.

These oreos exist on streets such os Upper Rood, Chestnut Avenue
ond Crest Rood.

Town of Ross Chorocfer

Minor Street Relolionship/Moderote
Slope

Entry Element Street Relotionship/
Significont Slope

Adopfion Droft | 6.4.2019 I
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Chorocfer Drivers
This section describes some of the individuol elements thot influence
physicol chorocter in Ross. These moy be considered ot three levels
of perception: (l ) neighborhood, (2) site ond (31 building - os
described below. Photos illustrote chorocter-influencing elements qt
these three levels.

With its rich diversity of high quolity design, lhere ore some
feotures thot ore consistent throughout fhe community. Other
feotures oppeor in some oreos, but not others. These confribute
to the distinctive feotures of individuol neighborhoods.

NEIGHBORHOOD LEVET
Chorocter drivers ot o neighborhood level typicolly spon multiple
properties olong o street. These feotures impoct groups of
properlies, but olso eoch individuol one. Voriobles include the
degree of topogrophy, the type of pedestrion focilities provided
olong the street qnd the width of the roodwoy. Mony neighborhood
level chorocteristics ore shoped by the quolities of the public right of
woy ond the noturol londscope.

SITE LEVEL
Site level chorocter drivers ore perceived on o property-by-property
bosis. These include how o building is ploced relotive to the street,
the design of on enlr¡ front yord londscope ond drivewoy design.
While site level chorocteristics ore uniquely orronged on eqch
individuol properÌy, there ore some streels where mony properlies
shqre similqr site level chorocteristics.

BUILDING LEVEL
Building level chqrocter drivers olso ore perceived on o site-by-
site bosis. These include the form ond mossing of o building, its
mqteriols ond the design of individuol elements such os windows,
doors ond porches. Building level chorocteristics olso ore unique
to on individuol property, but there ore some oreos where mony
properties shore common chorocteristics ot o building level.

Town of Ross Chorocfer
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Town of Ross Chorocfer

NEIGHBORHOOD LEVEL CHARACTER DRIVERS

rd

Topogra phy
. Steep topogrophy portiolly

orrscures nouses. Hills ond dropoffs creote
shorter views olong the street

Streetscape Character
. The streel edoe is relotivelv

noturol, with Tnformol '
londscooino. No formoliolkwqv. The street is nq..o*ú with no
shoulder or formol lones

Contexts Where This Condition
Exists

a

t

I

Enlrv Element Street
Reloiionshio/Sio nifìcont Slooe
Minor Streäí Relqt¡onship/ '

Moderote Slooe
Streets includiho: Uooer Rood.
Chestnut A,venuä, Ciåst Rood 

'

FLAT TOPOGRAPHY/FORMAL STREET EDGE
Topogra phy

. Flot tooooroohv offords lonoer
views älo"ng ihé ulocL

Streetscape Character
. The street edoe oroduollv

tronsitioñs froï tÏre publi'c
reolm to the privote'reolm. Front vord lohdscooino offers
visuol'inte rest from'the"street. A formol sidewolk provides
pedestrion qccess

Contexts Where This Condition
Exists

a

o

I

a

Strons Street Relotionship/Flot
ConstÏoined Grid
Neiohborhood
Moðerote Streel Relotionship/
Flot ond Mild Slooe
Streets includinq:'Bolinqs
rAven ue, Poplo iAvenue,
Wellington Avenue
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N EIGH BORHOOD LEVEL CHARACTER DRIVERS

Town of Ross Chqrocfer

Topogra phy
. Moderotely voried

topogrophy creqtes shorter
views olong the street

Streetscape Character
. The slreel edqe hos on

informol shoulder. Gentle lronsitions to the
orivole reqlm occur with
iemi-oermeoble londscooino
leodiho to o toll. oooorå f"i"". There ls o formcil p'eddstrion
wolkwoy olong th'e street

Contexts Where This Condition
Exists

a

a

o

Moderote Street Relotionship/
Flot ond Mild Slooe
Minor Street Reloiionship/
Moderote Slooe
Streets includihq: Fernhill
Avenue, Logun*rlos Rood,
Shody [one-

!

TEEP TOPOGRAPHY/
ODERATELY FORMAL STREET EDGE

Topogra phy
. Steep topogrophy portiolly

obscures houses qnd creoles
shorter víews olong the street

Streetscape Character
. The street edoe hos on

informol shou'lder. There is o distinct tronsition to
the privqte reolm sometimes
with o low, tronsporent fence. The street is norrôw with no
formol lones

Contexts Where Thís Condition
Exists

. Moderote Street Relotionship/
Flot ond Mild Slope. Moior Arteriol Còrridor. Stre'ets includino: Loounitos
Rood, Glenwool AvËnue, lvy
Drive

Adoption Droft | 6.4.2019 l3



Town of Ross Chorocfer

SITE LEVEL CHARACTER DRIVERS

Building Placement and

O rie ntat io n

. Buildino is olqced close to
lhe stre"et ond consistent with
neiohborino buildinos. Buildinq is ðriented To the street
wifh o ítreet-focing entry

Front Yard Design & Street
Con nection

. Fronl edqe is defined with
visu.olly iermeoble plontings
qnd o low fence. Buildino is connected to street
by o drìvewoy ond o wolkwoy

Ga rage Location
. Gqrooe is locoted behind

the hõuse fnot oicturedl qnd
occessed fiom ihe streei

Contexts Where This Condition
Exists

. Slrono Street Relotionshio/Flot. Consiroined Grid
Neiohborhood. Moðerote Street Relotionship/
Flot ond Mild Slope. Streetsincluding:'Bolinos
Avenue, Poplo r'Avenue,
Wellinglon Avenue

Building Placement and

O rientation
. Buildino is oloced bock from the

streel, üoriåd from neighboring
burldrnos. Buildin! is generolly oriented to
lhe street

Front Yard Design & Street
Con nection

. Edoe chqrocter is defined
by-signifi cont topogrophy,.
exlensive londscoping ond
retoinino wolls. Minimuñ connection to the
street (drivewoy ond gote only). Fencino is oermeoble ond
orticulãted' with sections ot
different ongles

Contexts Where This Condition
Exists

. Entry Element Street
Reloiionshio/Sionifi cont Slooe. Minor Streäí Relot¡onship/ '

Moderote Slooe. Slreets includiho: Uooer Rood.
Chestnut AvenuË, Wínding Wáy
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S¡TE LEVEL CHARACTER DRIVERS

:*''-¡'l
Iiiiò;rrliT

Town of Ross Chorocfer

Building Placement and
O rientatio n

. Building is ploced close to the
street. Edoe chorocter is defined bv
g hìgh, visuolly impermeoblâ
tence

Front Yard Design & Street
Con nection

. Buildino is connected to slreet
by o drìvewoy thot is shored
with pedestrions

Garage Location
. Gorqqe is locoted ot the front

of the-house ond occessed
from the street. but is focinq
owov from the slreet which'
redutes its visibility

Contexts Where This Condition
Exists

. Slrono Street Relotionshio/Flot. Constioined Grid
Neiohborhood. StreËts includinq: Lqqunitos
Rood, Shqdy Lo-ne, $r Froncis
Droke Boulévord

l':
l
I

I

{

()
t\
ú

STRONG STREET ORTENTATTON/ MODERATE STREET
CON N ECTION

\

L

T

k.
| $s,u

I È:.

Q>

fll
*i¡å

*
\F l'
ìq,

t

\
¡æ\._ a

MtNtMAL STREET ORTENTATTONI MODERATE STREET
CONNECTION

Building Placement and
O rientatio n

. Building is ploced bock from
fhe street. Edoe chorocter is defined
bvTencino ond londscooino.
bit there"ls some visuol'
permeobility

Front Yard Design & Street
Connection

. Buildinq is connecled to street
by. o pãdestrion gote ond
dnyewoy

Contexts Where This Condition
Exi sts

. Entry Element Street
Reloiionshio/Sionifi cont Slooe. Minor Streäí Relofionship/ '

Moderote Slope. Streets includiho: Lourel
Grove Avenue,'Wolters Rood,
Glenwood Avenue
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Town of Ross Chorqcfer

BUILDING LEVEL CHARACTER DRIVERS

Building Details
. Woll ooeninos include

tro ditio'no I lv -orooortio ned
windows th'.ri orä regulorly
sooced. Éront woll is hiqhlv tronsoorent. Design includei o'high lével
of dãtoilinq to creotõ controst
ond richne-ss on the fqcqde

Materials and Color Palette
. Exterior mqteriqls ore wood

ond slone: color oolette is
noturol or muted'

Massing and Form
. Buildino moss is hiqhlv

q rticu I o"ted w¡th he"ro hi
voriqtion qnd mqss 

-modulqtion
. Roof is o troditionol pitched

(sloped) form

coNTEMPORARY HOUSE/
TRADITIONAL MATERIALS

I

Building Details
. Woll ooeninos ore reoulorlv

tpo""d qnd Éqve troditiondl
orooortions. Froåt woll is moderotely
lronsoorent. Buildlng includes o high level
of detoling ond ornoñrentqtion

Materials and Color Palette
. Exterior moteriols ore wood

ond clooboord sidino; the
color pålette is notuËl or
muled

Massing and Form
. Roof is q troditionol pitched

(slope)form

I ó Town of Ross Design Guidelines



BUILDING LEVEL CHARACTER DRIVERS

Town of Ross Chorocfer

Building Details
. Woll ooeninos ore irreoulorlv

spoced ond Éove smoller
orooortions. Froilt wqll is minimolly
lronsoorent. Buildlnq includes o moderote
level oFdetoiling

Materials and Color Palette
. Exlerior moleriqls qre s

mix of synthetic ond noturol
moteriofs; the color polette is
noturol ond subdued

Massing and Form
. Buildino moss is hiohlv

orticulo-ted with heYghi
voriqtion qnd mqss
modulotion

' Roof is o flot form

oNTEMPORARY HOUSE/MtX OF TRADTTTONAL AND
EW MATERIALS

..Y

ù.1

l{'

-{rtl

F:;

.qr*,
*l'þï{;7-t,'

,! ,',Í

; iÍ*pr
,."rçil

,' {r.t'
L' ts

Building Details
. Woll ooeninqs ore sooced

osymr'el.icoÏy ond hove
toller orooortions. Buildiåo dntrv is oriented to
the sidã of thã building

Materials and Color Palette
. Exterior moteriols ore

svnlhetic stucco qnd
clopboord

Massing and Form

Buildino moss is moderolelv
orticulo-ted with boxy modúles
Roof form is flot

a

a

o

Garage Design

Gorooe ís desiqned to motch
the prìmory hoÚse
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Town of Ross Chorocfer

Townwide Chorqcter Anolysis
This section describes elements thot contribute to Ross's physicol
chorocter todoy. lt focuses on feolures thot occur in most ports of
Town.

lnformol Experience
There is on informol feel to one's experience in Ross. Vorying
topogroph¡ o mix of winding roods ond gridded streels, olong
with o mix of informol sidewolks ond wolking streets creqle diversity
in visuol experiences for one on foot, on o bike or in o cqr. The
rombling noture ond voriety of the londscope olso odds to the
Town's informol chorocter. Within mony neighborhoods, lot sizes,
home sizes, building plocement ond building orientotion vory
considerobly.

Diverse Architecture
While some ofiributes ore shored omong mony buildings in Ross,

such os the widespreod use of noturol moteriols, eoch building
is different. Eoch design is unique. This is portiolly o result of the
vorying lot shopes ond sizes, os well os the intent of individuol
designers ond property owners.

Connection to Noture
A sense of contoct with noÌure pervodes throughout Ross. Terroced
topogroph¡ rombling londscopes ond meondering creeks ore
inlegrol to the Ross experience. Most buildings fit hormoniously with
environmentol feotures in their siting, mossing, use of moteriols ond
color polettes. Views to ond from hillsides ond distinctive geologic
feqtures olso contribute to Ross's noturol chorqcter.

Sense of Discovery
A sense of discovery exists olong the Town's streets. The orgonic
nolure of the circulqtion system qnd the diversity of sites ond
orchilecture contribule to this quolity. One's experience moy
chonge ropidly upon lurning o corner or proceeding to qnother
rood. As one lrqvels oround o bend you moy only glimpse o
building thot sits behind o heovily londscoped street edge. In

onother cose, even when o home is highly visible, the design of o
gote or o specimen tree provides o delightful surprise. The Town's
historic bridges ond creek crossings olso contribute to this sense of
discovery.

l8 Town of Ross Design Guidelines



Lush ond Voried Lqndscope
The lushness of Ross's londscope is o chorocter-defining element.
This green, leoþ environment is unforgettoble. Some oreqs ore
informol with wooded hillsides or groves of redwoods. Others
ore more designed ond mointoined. Everywhere, the londscope
is integroted with the orchitecture, ond on element of greenness
is ubiquitous. These feotures qnd the loyering of them with one
onother contribute strongly to the Town's chorocter.

Diverse Topogrophy
Vorying topogrophy is o criticol driver of chorocter. The mix of
generolly flot oreos, with slightly sloping ploces ond dromoticolly
steep oreos odds to the informol experience. An entire
neighborhood moy be defìned by elevotion chonges, but this olso
occurs on individuol properties. A building's position ol street
grode, obove or below the roodwoy olso offects how it is perceived
ond how it contributes to the streetscope. This in turn impocts the
Town's chorocter.

Smoll Town Scole
Ross exhibits o smoll town chorocter. No wide orteriols dominote
the Town's fqbric. Streets ronge from two-lone streefs to hillside
roqds. These nqrrow streets provide o close connection between
privote properties ond the public woy. Even Sir Froncis Droke
Boulevqrd is only o two-lone rood. Buildings ore generqlly of o
modest scole overoll, especiolly those visible from the slreet.

Wolkoble Experience
Ross is highly wolkoble. Norrow roodwoys slow troffìc ond the
voriety of sfreetscope experiences ond the visuol interest creoted
by them ore key foctors. An ever-chonging chorocter is experienced
where o roodwoy interfoces with þrivote properties. Voriety in
londscopes, fences, slreet tree potterns, front yord designs, ond
orchitecture oll contribute to this wqlkoble experience.

Town of Ross Chorocfer
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Town of Ross Cfrorscfer

lntermingling of Size, Scole ond Lot Size
Building sizes voi¡ qs do lot sizes. While smqll clusters of homes of
o similor size ond lot configurotion exist, such os on Bolinos Avenue,
lot chorocteristics vory widely ocross Town.

Lot Coveroge ond Open Spoce
Substontiol open spqce relotive to the footprint of o building is, o
key feoture. This is porliolly due to porcels thot were shoped by
topogrophy ond noturol feotures, but is olso on inherent design
feoture throughout the Town. ln mony of the hillside oreos, building
footprints occupy o smoll portion of the totol lot oreq. ln the flot,
gridded oreos of town, buildings often occupy o greoter portion
of the tofol lot oreo. ln some coses, lot coveroge moy even exceed
the Town's low lot coveroge development stondords. Regordless,
londscoped open spoce is o common site design componenl.

Detoil ond Croftsmonship
Mony buildings demonstrote thoughtful detoiling. From ornote
to more simplistic styles, orchitecturol detoiling creotes controst,
inlerest ond o depth of shqdow thot provides o sense of scole.
Window detoils, doors ond siding ond trim ore prominenl
orchitecturol feotures thot express o sense of croftsmonship in Ross.

This richness of detoil is cherished.

Mix of Troditionol ond Contemporory
Architecture
Mony of Ross's buildings were designed decodes ogo ond
troditionol orchiteclure is obundonl. Over lhe yeors, newer
styles hove ioined these eorly homes. They represent o spirit of
orchitecturol innovotion thot is respectful of context. Troditionol
orchilecture is undoubtedly dominont, but the intermingling of
newer designs odds diversity to community chorocter. Newer
interprelotions of troditionol forms ore cleorly distinguished,
but they olso utilize moteriols ond detoiling thot integrote well
with older neighbors. Some more modern forms with flot roofs
ond simple geometry olso exist. This mixture of troditionol ond
conlemporory orchitecture is o notoble chorocteristic of Ross.

) l¿ År
t
I

20 Town of Ross Design Guidelines



Town of Ross Chqrqcfer

Fqcfors Thqt Moy lnfluence the Imporlonce of the
Design Topics
Development vories considerobly throughout the Town, olong streets ond even between neighboring
properties. Becouse of this, individuol design topics moy be more importont in some situotions or
setlings, ond less importont in others. For exomple, on entry design moy be less importont for o house
locoted obove rhe rood ond substontiolly set bock. Key foctors thot influence the importonce of o
design topic include:

Topogrophy
ln oreos with steep terroin, buildings ore often set bock forther from the street ond moy not even be
visible from the public reolm. In these siluotions design topics such os building entry design, detoiling
ond tronsporency moy be less importont to consider. Other topics such os streel edge chorocter, front
yord design ond connectivity to the street moy be more importont.

Street Configurotion ond W¡dth
Street conftgurolion ond width moy influence the importonce of o design topic. On o norrow, winding
slreet, building orientqtion ond plocement moy not be on importont topic to consider, becouse the
curving streets ond properties do not estoblish o strong pottern of setbocks or orientotion. On o
rectilineor street, sefbocks ond building orientotion moy be more importont becquse there is more
consistency from property to property.

I
F
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Town of Ross Chorocfer

Formolity o,l Street Edge ond Sidewolk Chorocter
The formoliÍy of the streel edge ond the presence of o sidewolk moy olso impoct the importonce of o
certoin design topic. For exomple, when the street edge is informol, with vegetotion ond no sidewolk,
it moy be less importont to consider connectivity from o building enfry to the street. ln other ports of
Ross where the streel edge hos more formol londscoping ond sidewolks, it moy be more importonl to
consider how o property connects to the streel ond how its front yord is designed.

Lot Size qnd Configurotion
Lot sizes vory considerobly throughout Ross. Where lot sizes ore lorge ond irregulorly shoped, some
design topics moy be less importont, including building plocement, building orientotion, entry design
ond porch design. ln other oreos where lols ore smoll ond regulorly configured, these topics will be
more importont.
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CHAPTER 3
OVERARCHING DESIGN PRINCIPTES

The design guidelines in this document seek to mointoin the
chorocter of Ross while providing opportunities for new
development ond ossuring the Town remqins o desiroble ploce
to live. They promole mointoining troditionol chorocter, while
encouroging creotivity in design. The following overorching design
principles provide lhe foundotion for the design guidelines. Eoch
project should help to ochieve these principles. The Town will
consider these principles when reviewing design proposols.

ln This Chopær
Mointoin the "Smqll-Town" Feel

Provide Excellence in Design

Contribute to the Londscope

Design in Hormony with Noture

Design Buildings to Fit the
Community

Respect Neighboring Properties
ond Prioritize Privocy

Encouroge Sustoinoble
Development

Protect lmportonl Víews

Respect Heritoge Resources

Promote Public qnd Personol
Sofety in Design

24

24

24

24

2¿

25

25

26

26

26
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Oversrching Design Principles

New development should reflect
ond enhonce the existing smoll-town
chorqcter of Ross.

Thoughtful design should enhqnce
the chqrqcter of Ross, be sensitive to
its surrounding context ond creole
on enioyoble pedestrion-oriented
experience.

New infill development should
mointqin ihis relotionship by working
with the noturql environment, toking
odvontoge of hillside feotures ond
ovoiding excess cut ond fill on q site.

Mointoin the "Smqll-Town" Feel
New development should reflect ond enhonce the existing smoll-
town chorocter with low-density, oppropriotely-scoled design thot
represents diversiÌy in design chorocter. lt should embroce ond
enhonce Ross's londscope, ond should support o wolkoble, bikoble
community.

Provide Excellence in Design
Eoch development in Ross should express excellence in design.
This includes using high quolity, sustoinoble moteriols; utilizing high
quolity construction methods; ond poying ottention to detoils.

Contribute to the Londscope
Ross is home to diverse londscopes ond noturol resources. Its tree
cqnopy ond signoture "greenness" ore key feotures of the town ond
should be mointoined ond enhonced to the exient feosible. New
plonting designs should use trees os o dominont londscope element,
while oddressing fire sofety.

Design in Hormony w¡rh Noture
Ross's buildings fìt w¡th the londscope, highlighting rolling hills
ond lush, voried street edges. New development should mointoin
this relotionship by working with the noturol environment, toking
odvontoge of hillside feotures qnd ovoiding excess cuf ond fìll.

Design Buildings ro Fir the
Commun¡ty
Ross's residentiol environmenl is on eclectic mix of troditionol ond
contemporory designs. New development should be sensitive lo
the existing built environment ond the older buildings thot represent
Ross's heritoge. lndividuol buildings should not dominote the
londscope.

24 Town of Ross Design Guidelines



Respecf Neighborirtg Properties
ond Prioritize Privocy
ln oddition to designing new development to loke cues from existing
residentiol development, it should olso respect the privocy of
neighboring properties to the exlent feosible. A voriety of design
options moy be considered in order lo ochieve o design thot
respecls the privocy of neighboring properties, including creoting
o noturol, semi-tronsporent londscope buffer; strotegicolly locoting
outdoor spqces to minimize their impoct on neighboring properties;
ond corefully designing the moss ond form of o new building to
minimize looming effects.

The use of londscoping ond plontings should olso be considered
for existing development os well os new development. When using
londscoping, the design should not creote solid, toll bqrriers olong
o property edge.

Encourqge Sustqinoble
Developmenf
The Town of Ross promotes sustoinobility through policy ond
proctice. Development proposols should promote sustoinobility in o
voriety of woys including reducing energy consumption, conserving
resources, minimizing environmentol impocts, incorporofing low
impoct development principles to mitigote stormwoter impocls ond
utilizing sustoinoble moteriols.

Oyerorching Design Principles

A voriely of design options moy be
considered in order to qchieve s
design thot respects lhe privocy of
neighboring properties.

The use of londscoping ond plontings
should be considered for existing ond
new developmenf.
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Overorching Design Principles

The hilly noture of much of Ross's

residentiql oreos creoles mony view
opportunities to neorby nqturql
feotures.

Mointoining Ross's herilqge structures
is essentiol to preserving the Town's
unique chorocter, os they define o
cruciol port of fhe buih environment.

Profect Importqnt Views
The noturol londscope ond views of neorby hills ore key feotures
of the Town of Ross ond should be preserved. As such, new
development should respect ond protect existing views from
the public woy to neorby noturol feotures. Where oppropriote,
new development could olso consider froming views through the
strotegic plocement of buildings.

Ross hos mony view opportunities to neorby noturol feotures.
These should be protected. This principle does not discouroge new
development; insteod, it promotes design in new development thot
thoughtfully considers the impoct on views from the public woy.

Respect Heritoge Resources
While Ross does not hove o locol historic designotion ond
preservotion progrom, il possesses mony buildings thot ore
cherished by the community ond potentiolly historic. This
documenl refers to these types of buildings os'heritoge slructures'.
Mointoining these heritoge struclures is essentiol to preserving the
Town's unique chorocter thot mokes it so unique omong other Morin
County towns.

Heritoge structures should be reused where possible in order to
be kept on octive port of the community, whether in their originol
use or in o new, oppropriole use. An opplicont proposing chonges
to o heritoge structure must utilize o higher degree of sensitivity to
the key feotures thol convey the building's post. A development
proposol neor o heritoge structure should consider o design thot
is compotible, recognizing importont design voriobles such os
setbock, roof pitch ond street presence.

Promote Public qnd Personql
Sofefy in Design
Properties in Ross should be designed to reduce the potentiol
for fìre ond fìood domoge. New structures should be locqted
to minimize fire hozords. Building mqteriols should be fire-
resislont where oppropriote ond londscope designs should follow
the estoblished Wildlond Urbon lnterfoce stondords for those
properties within the designoted WUI zones. Flooding is olso o
hozord for some properties, ond designs should consider how to
minimize flood risk.
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CHAPTER 4
SITE DESIGN GUIDETINES

lntroduction
This chopter provides design guidelines for site design in Ross.

Site design refers to the orrongement, plocement ond orienlotion
of buildings ond site feotures on o porcel. lt olso includes the
relotionship between buildings ond site feotures on one porcel
to neighboring properties ond the public reolm. Site design
considerotions include :

. Building plocement

. Building orientotion

. Secondory/occessoryslructure plocement

. Street edge choroctey'interfoce with the public reolm

. Londscope design olong street edge

. Front yord design

. Hqrdscope moteriols

. Pedestrion ond vehiculor connections

. Side yord relotionships
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Designing with Topogrophy
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Secondory Structures ond
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Plocement

Site Connections

Street Edge ond
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Site Lighting

Sustoinobility ond Design

low lmpoct Development (tlD)
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Sife Design

Step o fence with the nqturql
topogrophy of o site.

g

"Terroce" o building into q hillside to
minimize the use of "cul ond fill" ond
to creote privole ouldoor spoces ond
sile feolures.

Designing w¡rh Topogrophy
Some proiecls occur on sites with steep topogrophy ond grode
chonge. A site design should work with existing topogrophy
wherever possible rother thon signifìcontly oltering noturol slopes.
This is o sustoinoble proctice thot helps to preserve terroin thot
contributes positively to Ross's chorqcter ond it olso helps to limit
erosion. A regroding effort should nol negotively impoct the public
reolm.

4.1 Design o projecf fo infegrote wilh qnd foke odvonfoge
of exisfing topogrophy.
o. Incorporole o topogrophic feoture os on outdoor public

spoce or londscope omenily where feosible.
b. Where on-site porking is provided, consider toking

odvontoge of site topogrophy to provide subterroneon or
portiolly subterroneon porking.

c. "Terroce" o building into q hillside to minimize the use of
"cut ond ftll" ond to creote privote outdoor spoces ond
sile feqtures.

d. Where groding is utilized, the design should retoin woter
on site, enhonce percolotion into soils ond minimize runoff
onto odiocent properties.

e. Step the fìrst floor of o building olong o sloped street to
mointoin o constont street presence.

f. Where o toller cul or chonge in grode is necessory, use o
series of londscoped terroces or sfepped wolls.

g. Step o fence with the noturol topogrophy of o site.

4.2 Design o building fo respecf ond reflecf the noturol
fopogrophy, especiolly in o hilly oreo.
o. Locote o building to preserve the noturol slope.
b. Design o building to be of o moss thot reflects, respects

ond blends with site topogrophy.
c. Design o building in modules fhot follow the contours of

the slope.
d. Locote o building to minimize obstruclion of views ond site

lines from surrounding properties, to the extent feosible.'
e. Utilize o roof pitch thot is ongled with the slope.

Collectively, rooflines should reflect the noturolly occurring
ridgeline silhouette.

f. Select colors ond moteriols for new development thot
blend with the noturol colors ond hues of the surrounding
hillsides.

g. Utilize roof moleriols thot ore textured ond of o dorker
tone such os brown, block ond terrocotto. Avoid bright or
light-colored roofs.

g
:'li I :1

t]]:

Design o building to respect ond
reflect the nqturol topogrophy,
especiolly in hilly oreos.
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Primory Building Plocement
A building should be ploced in o woy thot is considerote of ils
context. Where there is on estoblished pottern of building setbocks,
such os in the Constroined Grid Neighborhood context, o new
building should be ploced to olign with the existing buildings.
Where there is no estoblished setbock pottern, o building should
be ploced in o woy thot fits with the topogrophy of the site. This is
especiolly relevont in the Minor Street Relotionship/Moderote Slope
ond Entry Element Street Relotionship/Signifìcont Slope contexts.

4.3 locofe o building within fhe esfoblished ronge of
sefbocks on o block ond orienf if fo fhe sfreef when o
visible connecfion is possible.
o. Where front yord setbocks ore uniform, olign o new

building with neighboring slructures.
* This is porticulorly importont in the Constroined Grid

Neighborhood ond the Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
conlexl.

b. Locote o building to mointqin the side yord spocing
pottern olong the street, where on estoblished pottern
exists. Correct existing non-conformities where possible.

4.4 locofe o building to minimize disfurbonce fo ffie
noturol topogrophy.

o. On o site with o steep slope, locote the building to
com plement the topogrophy.

* This is especiolly importont in the Minor Street
Relotionship/Moderote Slope ond Entry Elemenl Street
Relotionship/Signifi cont Slope contexts.

Where front yord setbocks ore uniform, olign o new building wilh neighboring

Sife Design

g

Locote o building within the
estqblished ronge of setbqcks on q
block. Some design contexts cqll for
buildings thot ore set bock uniformly
with the existing conlexl or within
on estqblished setbock ronge (top
diogrom). ln other conlexts, more
flexibility in building plocement is
oppropriote (bottom diogrom).

Locote o building within the ronge of
estoblished setbqcks on o block.

g

structures.
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Sife Design

Primqry Building Orientqtion

Where o building is visible from the
street, locote the primory entronce
on the front foce of the building, or
where it will be highly visible.

When o building is visible from the street, the primory entronce
should orienl to the street to creote on engoging, pedestrion-friendly
chorocter. ln mony of Ross's contexts, such os the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond Strong Street Relotionship/Flot context, o porch
helps moke this connection. ln other contexts, such os the Moior
Arteriol Corridor ond Minor Street Relotionship/Moderote Slope,
the relotionship of the building to the slreet is not o chorocter-
defining feoture. Therefore, more flexibility in building orientotion
should be ollowed in these contexts.

4.5 Orienf o building fo foce fhe sfreef, where ff¡is is on
esfoblished componenf of fhe confexl's chorocfer.
o. Where o building is visible from the street, locqte the

primory entronce on the front woll of the building, or
where it will be highly visible.

* This is especiolly importont in the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
contexls.

Figure 4.1 : Exomple Building OrienÌqtions When Close To A Sfreet
Depending on contexl, o ronge of building orientotions moy be oppropriote for new development. The diogroms
below illustrote o voriety of building orientotions, eoch of which moy be oppropriote, depending on context.

Building oriented toword
ond front woll porollel
with the streel.

Building oriented toword
ond front woll porollel
with lhe slreet.

Fronl wqll porollel to the
slreet, with side enlronce

Front woll nol porollel to
the street. This orientotion
could be oppropriote on
o sloping site.

v
I

i
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Secondory Strucfure ond
Acces sory Dwelling Unir (ADUI
Plqcement
A secondory structure, such os o goroge, studio or shed, ond ony
occessory dwelling unit (ADUI should be subordinqte to the primory
slructure. lt should be locoted to minimize the impocts of moss ond
scole on lhe primory structure ond on odiocent properties.

4.6 Minimize fhe visibility of o secondory slruclure or
ADU.

o. Locote o secondory structure or ADU to the reor of o
property, where feosible.

* This is especiolly importonl in context oreos where
there is o strong relotionship behveen lhe building entry
ond the public reolm, such os the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood, Strong Streel Relotionship/Flot ond
Moderote Street Relotionship/Flot ond Mild Slope.

b. Locote o secondory structure behind the front woll of the
primory slructure when feosible.

c. Where q goroge connot be locoted to the reor of o
property in one of the obove conlext oreos, minimize its
visibility by orienting the goroge perpendiculor to the
street.

d. Where o goroge connot be locoted to the reqr of the
property due to site constroints such os topogroph¡
design it lo be visuolly oppeoling ond to be port of the
orchitecturol style ond design of the properfy.

" This is especiolly importont in Minor Street
Relotionship/Moderote Slope ond Entry Element Street
Relotionship/Significont Slope context oreos.

e. Where on ADU connol be ploced to the reor of the
property, locote it behind the reor of the front woll of the
primory structure.

f. Where the estoblished context includes secondory
structures locoted forword of the front woll of the primory
structure, orient the structure perpendiculqr to the
street, where feosible, to minimize its oppeoronce os o
secondory structure.

Sife Design

Locqte o secondory slructure to be
subordinote to the primory structure

Where the secondqry structure is

visible from the streel, orient the front
woll of the structure to be porollel
with the street.

Locqte qn Accessory Dwelling Unit
(ADU) to be subordinole to the
primory slructure.

Refer ro the Town's
Municipol Code
Refer to Chopter 18.y'.2 to leorn
more oboul porking requirements
for Accessory Dwelling Units.

hlip s: / / www.low no[ross. o rg /
a d mi ni strolio n/ pa ge / litle-l 8-zo ni n g
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Figure 4.2¿ Recommended locotionE for Secondory 3trucfurcs
The diogroms below illustrote recommended locotions for q secondory structure. This toble uses o
goroge os on exomple. The context ond lot configurotion ore foctors to consider. These scenorios
show lots thot ore highly visible from the street. ln some deep lot conditions or hillside settings, other
options moy be oppropriote os well.

Defoched Structure to the R.eor of Primory Structure (Visible from fhe
Street)
The secondory slructure is locoted to lhe reor
of the site ond is visible from the slreet.

Detoched Sfructure to fhe Reor of Primory Strucfure (Not Visible fiom
fhe Streel)

Alley/Rear Lot Line

Alley/Røar Lot Line

Lot L¡ne

AËoched Structure lo the Reor of Primory Srruclure (Nof Visible from fhe
Srreer)

The secondory structure is locoted to the reor
of the site, ond ploced fully behind the reor
of the primory structure.

The secondory structure is locoted lo the reor
of ond ottoched to the primory structure. The
secondory struclure is not visible from the
street, ond is often oriented lowords on olley.

*Garage is seenfrom the alley in this photo.
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Defoched Structure ot Reor of Primory Strucfure

The secondory slructure is locoted to the reqr
of the primory struclure qnd is visible from
the street.

Alley/Rear Lot Line

stre6t

Alley/Rear Lot Line

Str€ot

Alley/Rear Lot Line

Street

Attoched Structure to fhe Side of Primory Sfruclure

The secondqry struclure is ottoched to the
primory slructure ond is set bock from the
fronl wqll of the primory structure. The
secondory slructure moy be one or two
stories. lts design is consistent with the moin
house.

The secondory slructure is slightly recessed
from the front-most wqll of the primory
struclure. This is oppropriote for goroges, nol
for other secondory slruclures.

lncorporofed Structure, Flush w¡fh Fronf Wqll of Primsry Slrucfure

t
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Atfsched Structure/ Proiecfing from Front Woll of Primory Sfruclure

Altoched Sfructure, Proiecting from Front Woll of Primory Structure with
Side Goroge Enfronce
The secondory structure is set completely in
front of the fronl wqll of lhe primory struclure.
The vehiculor enlronce to the goroge is
ploced on the side of the goroge slructure.
This is oppropriote for the plocement of
gqroges, not for other secondory slructures.

The secondqry structure is set completely in
front of the front woll of the primory slructure.
This is oppropriote for the plocement of
goroges, not for olher secondory structures.
This is oppropriote only in o smoll lot in q
hillside setting where o fronl-looded goroge is

the only option.

Alley/Rear Lot Line

Street

Alley/Rear Lot Line

Street

34 Town of Rors Design Guidelines



Figurc 4.3: R.ecommended locotion¡ for Accessory Dwelling Unirr (ADU|

The diogroms below illustrote the potentiol locotion of on ADU on o site.

One-Story Detoched ADU ot the R.eqr of Propefi
The ADU is locoted ot the reor of the site,
ond ploced behind lhe primory structure. The
ADU is one-story.

Two-Story Detoched ADU ot the Reor of Propefiy

úF

The ADU is locoted ot lhe reor of the site,
ond ploced fully behind the primory slruclure
The ADU is two stories.

Trro-Story Detoched ADU ot the Reor ond Side of Properry
The ADU is locoted ot the reor of the site
ond to the side ond fully behind the primory
slruclure. lt is visible from the streel. The ADU
is two stories ond contqins potentiol living
spqce on the firsl ond second floors.

€+
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One-Story ADU Attoched ro the Reor of Building

The ,ADU is otloched to the primory struclure
qnd is one-story in height.

t---Ly- F
t-....^-.-.-
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Sife Design

Goroges ond Off-street Porking
Where o goroge is visible from the public rèolm, it should be
screened in order to be subordinote io lhe primory building. Where
off-street porking is on o sile, locoting it to minimize its visibility is

o key design considerotion. Off-street porking spoces should be
screened from the public reolm using londscoping, fences or wolls.
See the sections on Slreet Edge ond Londscope Design, ond Fences
ond Buffers.

4.7 Screen o goroge ond off-sfreef porking of fhe sfreef
edge with planfings, fences or wolls.
o. While plontings between 4' ond 6' moy be desired to

minimize the visibility of cors on o site, they should be set
bock from the street edge to ollow some permeobility into
the front yord.

* This is especiolly importont for the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond the Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
contexts.

b. Londscoping oround goroges ond off-street porking olso
should comply with opplicoble Wildlond Urbon lnterfoce
slondords.

Off-street porking spoces should be screened from the public reolm using
londscoping, fences, wqlls or other strolegies. ln the diogrom obove, the cqr
is locoted so it is less visible from the street; londscoping helps screen the
porking oreo ond drivewoy.

-'lt':¡:-

Minimize the visibility of o goroge on
the site. Locqte o goroge to the reor
of o property, where feosible.

When o goroge is visible from the
street, design its focqde to be o
port of the qrchitecturol style of the
property.
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Sife Design

Choose o mqleriol for lhe drivewoy
thot is visibly distinguishoble from
the sidewqlk in color, texture ond/or
slyle.

Distinguish the drivewoy entronce
from the surrounding public right of
woy. Minimize the drivewoy width ot
the sfreet.

Consider incorporoting on occenl
moteriol in order to define the
drivewoy.

Sire Connections
Vehiculor ond pedestrion connections ore key to eoch Ross context
in order fo estoblish o visuol ond physicol link. While not every
connection will be visible from the public reqlm to the home, lhe
connection should be distinguishoble in the front property line.

Vehiculor Connectivity
While o vehiculor conneclion befween o site ond the public reolm
is essentiol to the functionolity of the site, it should be visuolly
subordinote to the londscoping olong the street edge ond to the
building. The vehiculor connection should qlso be distinguishoble
from the public sidewolk ond the street to creote o sofe pedestrion-
vehiculor iunction.

4.8 Disfinguish o drivewoy enlronce from lhe surrounding
public right of woy.

o. Minimize the drivewoy width ot the street. lf o long
drivewoy is needed on o site, increose the width of the
drivewoy for porking os for bock in the site os possible in
order to minimize its visuol impoct.

*This is especiolly importont for the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
context oreos.

4.9 Selecl materiols for fhe driveway ond off-sfreef
porking that conlribufe fo the overall sife design.

o. lncorporole o moteriol of the drivewoy entronce thot is
distinguishoble from the street ond sidewolk.

b. Where o long drivewoy is needed on lhe site, consider
incorporoting o specific moteriol to designote porking
qreos.

c. Consider incorporofing on occent moteriol in order to
. deftne the drivewoy ond porking oreqs. For instonce, o

drivewoy mode of smoll concrete pqvers with o brick or
stone border distinguishes the drivewoy from surrounding
londscoping.

d. Refer to the Hordscope Moteriols guidelines for more
detoils.

4.10 Design off-sfreef porking on fhe sife lo be o porf of o
coordínofed sife plon.
o. Consider the porking loyout, porking oreo moteriols ond

screening when designing the front yord.
b. Consider incorporoting o corport or overhong odjocent to

the goroge to utilize on odditionol cor spoce.
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Sife Design

Vehiculor Connectivify

ln this scenorio, the drivewoy lopers to minimize ils width ot the street. Poving mqleriol chonges help distinguish
the drivewoy entronce from the public reolm ond the porking oreo. The porking loyout, porking oreo moteriols ond
londscope screening ore designed to be port of lhe overoll front yord composition.

d
Crestive solutions thot provide emergency vehicle
occess while minimizing opporent width ore
especiolly oppropriote.

Chonge in
poving moteriols

Drivewoy width
narrows qt entronce

{in conformonce
with Ross Volley Fire
Dept. opprovol)

I

'Á\, lltt ¡¡tttl

rt N

Adoptíon Droft | 6.4.2019 39



Sife Design

Provide o cleorly visible pothwoy
from o house to the street.

Consider ihe use of o gote or on
orchwoy.

Provide o cleorly visible pothwoy
from o house to the street.

Pedestrion Connectivity to the Street
A pedestrion connection from ó building to the street should
be provided, where possible, to estoblish o visuol ond physicol
connection. In mony Ross contexts, o poth from lhe street or
sidewolk leods to o front porch or sloop. However, in some Ross

confexts, the site is not visible due to topogrophy.

4.11 Provide o cleorly visible pathwoy [rom o house fo fhe
sfreef.
o. Connect o poth to the public sidewolk.

*This is porticulorly importont in the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
contexts.

b. Distinguish o pothwoy to the enlronce of the home by the
use of distinct poving moïeriqls or site lighting.

*This is porticulorly importont in the Conslroined Grid
Neighborhood ond Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
contexts.

c. Select hordscope moteriols thot ore compotible with those
in oreos of the site. Refer to the Hordscope Moteriols
guidelines for more informotion.

4.12 Consíder fhe use of o gofe or on orchwoy lo highlight
flre connecfion of o pothwoy to the public reorm.
o. Refer to the Town Code Section 18.40.080(3) for more

informotion obouÌ the requirements for single orbor-sfle
entry elements in the front yord of q residentiol property.
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Street Edge qnd Front Yord
Design
Well-londscoped front yords ond street edges ore key feotures
thot contribule to Ross's distinct chorocter. This begins ot the street
edge ond moves inword into the site in o series of londscope
oreos thot result in o loyering effect. This provides interest ond o
sense of connection with the street while olso meeting functionol
requirements of privocy ond securily.

The street edge should be ottroctive for possersby. Londscoping
olong the street edge should complement the orchitecture ond other
site feotures ond should olso be compotible with the neighborhood
context. For exomple, the Strong Street Relotionship/Flot contexl
exhibits low, monicured plontings ot the street edge, whereos the
Minor Street Relotionship/Moderote Slope context somelimes
includes toller plontings ond topogrophicol chonges.

The typicol londscope oreos thot combine for o loyered effect ore
these:

Low Shrub Areo
This incorporotes low-scole plontings in the oreo closest to the
slreet. Generolly, plontings in the low shrub zone ore between 0"
ond 18".

Fence ond Woll Areo
This lies immediotely behind the Low Shrub Areo. A fence or woll
cleorly defines the þroperty edge while olso permitting some views
into the property.

Moderote Shrub Areo
This lies behind the Fence or Wqll Areo. Londscoping in the
Moderote Shrub Areo includes q mix of medium scole shrubs ond
toller, flowering plonts. These plontings generolly ronge from 

,l8" 
to

4'in height.

Front Gorden Areq
This oreo moy include o voriety of ground covers, shrubs ond
specimen trees thot filter views to buildings beyond.

Foundotion Areo
Along the house ond entrywoy is the foundotion oreo. Where fire
sofety regulotions permit, this moy incorporote smoll trees ond toller
shrubs thot tronsition into the entrywoy of the home. Generoll¡
trees in this oreq ore belween l0'ond l8'qnd shrubs moy reoch
heights up lo ó'. ln fire sofety zones, this oreo moy be limited to
non-pyrophitic moteriol.

Sife Design
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Sife Design

Typicol Components of o Loyered Londscope Effect

Properfy
Line

Low Shrub
Areo

Fence qnd
WollAreo

Moderote
Shrub Areo

Front Gorden
Areo

Foundqlion
Areo
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Sife Design

4.13 Mqintqin o visuol connecfio n Îrom ffie sfreef info o
property.

o. Incorporote low-scole plontings olong q street edge to
mointoin views into the property.

* This is especiolly importont for the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood, Strong Street Relotionship/Flot, ond
Moderote Street Relotionship/Flot ond Mild Slope
conlexts.

b. Londscoping olso should comply with opplicoble Wildlond
Urbon lnterfoce stondords.

4.14 lncorporofe plonfings olong fhe lengfh of the
properly line lo creofe depfh ond yisuol inferesf.

o. Select plont moteriols thot incorporote texlure, color ond
depth.

4.15 Profecf exisfing sfreef frees olong a property line.

4.16 Loyer fhe londscoping through fhe depffi of the froni
yord.
o. Loyering the londscqping is porticulorly importont in

contexts where the primory building is visible from the
street. This includes the Constrqined Grid Neighborhood
ond Strong Street Relotionshi p/Flol contexts.

b. See olso the design guidelines thot follow for fences, wolls
ond hedges.

lncorporote low-scqle plontings
olong o street edge to mointoin views
through to the property.

Where feosible ond oppropriote to
the context, design the londscoping
of o property to be loyered.
Londscoping should olso comply with
Wildlond Urbon lnterfoce stondords.

lncorporole low-scole plontings olong
q slreel edge to mointoin views inlo
to the property.

lncorporole plontings olong the
length of the property line thot creote
depth ond visuql inlerest.

Loyer the londscoping through the
deplh of the front yord.

t t'rrò
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Sife Design

Where o tcll privocy fence or similor
is desired, limil the solid portion ond
incorporote semi-permeoble moteriols
on the top portion of the fence.

Design o fence to complemenl the
orchitecturol slle ond chqrocter of
the building.

Reñer to llrs Town'¡
Municlpol Code
Refer to Chopter 18.40.080 to
leorn more oboul lhe permitted
height of solid fences.

hllp s: / / www. I ow n of r o ss. o rg /
a d mi ni slrali o n / pa g e / titl e-l 8-zo n i n g

Front Yord Fences
ln mony coses, o fence delineotes the front of o residentiol property
in Ross ond is on importont feoture thot enhonces the street. While
it moy provide o degree of security ond privocy, it olso should
promote q sense of connection with the neighborhood, by ollowing
some views into o property.

A fence olso should be coordinoted with other ospects of o
property's site design ond complement the chorocter of the
buildings on site. lt should be o[ o scole thot invites pedestrion
octivity olong the sfreet os well. For these reosons, its scole ond
mqteriols ore key considerotions, olong with the degree of visuol
permeobility it hos ond its design relotionship to other feotures on o
property.

More flexibility in fence scole should be provided in siluotions
where the front yord is odiocent to Sir Froncis Droke Boulevord, os
buffering from this mofor orteriol moy be more importont thon in
other contexts.

Scole
4.17 Yory design elemenfs of o fence fo enhonce yisuol

inferesf ond provide o sense of scole. Ihis is
especiolly imporfonf [or o long length o[ fence olong
o sfreef edge. Use fhese fechniques:
o. Chonge in moteriols
b. Chonge in potterns ond lextures
c. Chonge in the height of individuol fence segmenls
d. Chonge in the degree of tronsporency of individuol fence

segments
e. Vorionce in the setbocks (offsets) of fence segments

Permeobility
4.18 Design o fence to permit some yiews info o property

[rom the sfreef.
o. For instonce, include spoce between slots in o fence. This

is porticulorly importonï for o toll fence. See the diogroms
on poge 4ó.
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4.19 Minimize fhe pofenfiol borrier effect of o toll fence.
o. A fence moy exceed 4leeÍ if it permits some views inlo o

property.
b. A solid fence should be limited in height to permit views into

o property.
c. Where o toll fence is necessory, include o high degree of

visuol permeobility in the top portion. For instonce, where o
ó-foot-toll fence is desired, the upper l8 inches should be o
minimum ol 50o/" visuolly permeoble.

d. Also use low plontings olong the front to soften its
qppeoronce ond reduce the perceived height.

e. Generoll¡ the toller o fence, the wider the plonting bed
in front should be. For instonce, o 3'-4' plonting bed in the
low shrub zone is necessory for o fence oyer 4', while o
norrower plonting bed is oppropriote for o shorter fence.

Relqtionship to the House Design
4.20 Design o fence fo complemenf fhe orclrifecfurol

chorocfer of buildings on fhe sife.
o. Use moteriol(s) thot complemenr those of the buildings.
b. lnclude design detoils thot complement the chorocter of

buildings on sife.

Fence Mqteriols
4.21 Use moferiols fhof ore duroble in fhe Ross climofe.

Ihese moferiols ore oppropriofe:
o. Wood fencing

. Wood fencing occurs in o voriety of designs, including
pickets, plonks ond cross-brocing.

. A wood fence should hove o pointed finish in Conslroined
Grid Neighborhoods, in porticulor.

. A wood fence moy hove on unpointed finish in Mild,
Moderote ond Significont Slope conlexts.

b. Metol fencing
. Metol fencing moy be considered, with these conditions:

" The open mesh should include 2"-4" open mesh.
> ln hillside contexts should include 2"-8" open mesh.

. Open wire fences should generolly include plontings
directly in front of or behin d 50% of the fence's length.

. Choin link is inoppropriote, except in the Entry Element
Street relotionship/Significont Slope context oreo. Where
choin link is used in this conlext oreo ond is visible from
the street, it should b.e screened with noturol plontings.

Sife Design

Design o fence to complement the
orchitecturol style ond chorocter of
the building.
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4 ft. Toll Fence

Front Yord Fences

These illustrotions show exomple designs thqt creote o loyered effect using fencing ond plontings, while mointoining
views lo the property ond creoting visuol interest. Note thqt fìre sofety regulotions moy influence how these moy be
opplied in some locotions.

O 4' tence thot is semi-permeqble

O Low shrub oreq

O Hedge row in the moderote
shrub oreo
. Voriety in hedge height

ollows views into property q:g

O 4' tence with semi-permeoble
bqse with on 18" upper
portion thot is 50% permeoble
. *Fences toller thon l' ore

subiect to Design Review

O Low shrub oreo

O Hedge row in the moderote
shrub oreo
. Voriety in hedge height

ollows views into property

O 4' Fence thot is semi-permeoble

O Low shrub oreo

O Fence sections ore set bock to
qllow for smoll tree plonting
ond orticulotion for long
fence spons to breok up the
perceived scole

lffi

H
I
l=

\
I

Long Fence Spon & Articulqtion
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Front Yord Wolls
ln some coses, o mosonry woll delineotes the front of o residentiol
property in Ross ond is on importont feoture thol enhonces lhe
street. While it moy provide o degree of security ond privocy, it olso
should promote o sense of connection with the neighborhood, by
ollowing some views into o property.

A mosonry woll olso should be coordinoted with other ospects
of o property's site design ond complement the chorocter of the
buildings on site. lt should be of o scole thot invites pedestrion
octivify olong the street os well. For these reosons, its scqle ond
mqleriols ore key considerotions, olong with the degree to which
views into the property occur ond its design relotionship lo other
feotures on o property.

More flexibility in woll scole should be provided in situotions
where ihe front yord is odiocent to Sir Froncis Droke Boulevord, os
buffering from this moior orteriol moy be more importont thon in
other contexts.

Scole
4.22 Vory design elemenfs of o mosonry wall fo enhonce

visuol inferesf ond provide o sense of scole. ilris is

especiolly imporfont for o long length o[ woll along o
sfreef edge. Use fhese fecfiniques:
o. Chonge in moteriols
b. Chonge in potterns ond textures
c. Chonge in the height of ¡ndividuol woll segments
d. Chonge in the degree of tronsporency of upper portions

of the woll
e. Vorionce in the setbocks (offsets! of woll segments

Permeobility
4.23 Design o rnosonry woll to permit some yiews info o

property from the sfreef.
o. A low wqll is preferred, to permit views into o property.

See the diogrom on the next poge.

Sife Design
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Sife Design

4.24 Minimize fhe pofentiol borrier effect of o toll woll.
o. A mosonry woll moy exceed 4 feü if it permits some views into o

property.
b. A solid woll should be limited in height to permit views into o property.
c. Where o toll woll is necessor¡ include o high degree of visuol

permeobility in the fop portion. For instonce, use o low mosonry bose
ond instoll o more lronsporent fence segment on top of it.

d. Also use low plontings olong the front to soften the oppeoronce ond
reduce the perceived height.

e. Generoll¡ the toller o woll, the wider lhe plonting bed in front should
be. For instonce, o 3'-4' plonting bed in the low shrub zone is necessory
foro fence over Á', while o norrower plonting bed is oppropriote foro
shorter woll.

Relotionship to the House Design
4.25 Design a woll fo complemenf the orchitecturol chorocfer of

buildings on ffie sife.
o. Use moteriol(s) thot complement those of the buildings.

Woll Mqteriols
4.26 Use moferiols fhof provide o sense of scole ond conyey visuol

inferesf. Ihese moferiols ore oppropriofe for the foce of o woll:
o. Stone is preferred.
b. Stucco moy be considered, if it is compotible with the orchitecture on

site.
c E"p

subi
osed, untextured concrete or concrete block moy be considered
ect to design review.

Front Yord Wolls

This illustrotion shows o design thot creofes o loyered effect using wqlls ond plonting, while mqintoining views to the
property ond creoting visuol interest.

O ó'Wollwith solid bose (4'
mox) ond top .l8" 

thot is 50%
permeoble
. *Wolls toller thon 4' ore

subiect to Design Review

O Low shrub qreo

Woll Above 4 ft. Toll
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Front Yord Hedges
ln some coses, o hedge delineotes the front of o residentiol property
in Ross ond is on importont feoture thot enhonces the street. While it
moy provide o degree of security ond privoc¡ it olso should promote
o sense of connection with the neighborhood, by ollowing some
views into o property. lts scqle ond the degree to which views into lhe
property occur ore importont considerotions.

More flexibility in hedge scole should be provided in situotions where
the front yord is odiocent to Sir Froncis Droke Boulevord, os buffering
from this moior orteriol moy be more imporlont thon in other contexts.

Scole
4.27 Yory mossing of hedge plonfings fo enhonce yisuol

inferesf ond provide o sense of scole. Ihis is especiolly
importonl for o long lenglh of fredge olong o sfreef
edge. Use fhese fecfrniques:
o. Chonge in plont moteriols
b. Chonge in the height of ¡nd¡v¡duol hedge plonts
c. Vorionce in the setbocks (offsets) of hedge segments

Permeobility
4.28 Design o hedge to permiÍ sorne yiews info o property

from lhe sfreef.
o. A low hedge is preferred, to permit views into q property.

See the diogrom on the next poge.

4.29 Minimize ffie pofentiol bdrrier effecf of o toll hedge.
o. Where o hedge is desired os port of the plonting slrotegy

olong the front edge of the property line, design ond locote the
edge to mointoin visibility into the property ond to creote visuol
interest ot the property edge.

b. Plont o hedge in front of or behind on existing fence or woll, ot
o height thot is no greoter thon ó'.

c. Where o hedge is not odiocent to o fence or woll, limit its
height to 4' olong the property line.
. A hedge moy exceed 4 feet if it permits some views into o

property.
d. A solid mossing of hedge plonts should be limited in height to

permit views into o property.
e. Where o toll hedge is necessor¡ include o high degree of

visuol permeobility by spocing individuol plonts or vory the
height of hedge plonts.

f. ,Also use low plontings olong the front to soften its oppeoronce
ond reduce the perceived height.

g. Generoll¡ the toller o hedge, the wider the plonting bed in
front should be. For inslonce, o 3'-A' plonting bed in the low
shrub zone is necessory for o hedge ovet 4', wh¡le o norrower
plonting bed is oppropriote for o shorter hedge.

Sife Design

Design o hedge to permit some
views into o property from the
street.
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Sife Design

Front Yord Hedges

This illuslrotion shows on exomple design thot creoles o loyered effect using hedges ond olher plontings, while
mointoining views to the property ond creoting visuol interest.

O Hedge row in the moderole
shrub oreo with o moximum
height of ó'.
. Voriety in the hedge height

qllows views into property

O Low shrub oreo

Locote lhe vehiculor gote in
olignment with the fence or wqll to
mqinloin its visuql definition of the
property.

Design o
compoti with the

s
fe

ote lo
nce or wqll.

Front Yord Gotes
Gotes which ore corefully crofted ond integroted with street front
londscoping ore distinctive feotures thot contribute to fhe chorocter
of Ross. These occur os vehiculor ond pedestrion gotes which leod
from the streel into properties. Eoch gole should be designed to
complement the scole, style ond moteriols of o fence, woll or other
londscope feotures ploced olong the street edge. lt should qlso

ollow some views into o property. See olso the Town's Municipol
Code for more stondords for gotes.

More flexibility in gofe scole should be provided in situotions
where the front yord is odiocent to Sir Froncis Droke Boulevord, os
buffering from this moior orteriol moy be more importont thon in
other contexts.

4.30 Design o gofe fo be o confinuofion of ond
complemenf fo sfreef edge londscoping.
o. Coordinote the gote with the style, scole ond moteriols of

the street edge, os well os the orchitecture of the home.

Hedge ol Property Line
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4.31 locofe o pedesfrion gofe fo moinfoin fhe design
relofionship with lhe fence or woll, ond fo moinfoin
fhe visuol çonnecfion info the property.
o. When locoting o pedestrion gote on the property line,

limit its height to 4'.
b. Where o pedestrion gote is set bock from the property

line, it moy be toller thon 4', bul must incorporote
londscoping oround the edges of its bose qnd must be no
more fhon 50% opoque on the top 18" of the gote.

4.32 Design o pedesfrion gofe fo be compofible wifh fhe
fence or woll.

4.33 lncorporofe o yehiculor gofe fhot is compofible wilh
fhe fence or woll.
o. Locote the vehiculor gote in olignment with the fence or

woll to mointoin its visuol definition of the property.
b. Design o vehiculor gote to be low in scole (typicolly

oround 3') to mointoin the visuol conneclion between the
public ond privote reolms.

c. Where o toll vehiculor gote is desired, it moy not be solid
obove 4'. The lop 18" of o vehiculor gote lhot exceeds 4'
must be no more thon 50% opoque to mointoin the visuql
connection into the property.

Design o pedestrion gole to be compotible with the fence or woll

Refer fo ilre Town's Municipol €ode
Refer to Chopter 18.¿0.080 to leorn more oboul regulotions for gotes

hltp s : / / www.l ow n of r o s s. o r g / q d m i ni sl r oti o n / p a g e / till e-l 8-zo ni n g

Sife Design

Design o pedestrion gote to be
compotible with the fence or wqll

Design the vehiculor gote lo be
low in scqle lo mqinlqin the visuql
connection belween the public ond
privoÌe reqlms.
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Sife Design

Utilize londscoping moteriols thot
minimize the need for irrigotion.

Creqtive solutions thot mointoin q

sense of troditionol front yords ore
encouroged.

Mqintoin visibility from fhe street to
the house.

Front Yord Design
A londscoped front yord is on imporlont feoture in neighborhoods
throughout Ross. The front yord seporotes o home from the public
reolm ond provides o sense of entry to the property. lt olso odds
visuol interest olong the street. A front yord should be designed to
complement the orchitecture ond the site, ond incorporole noturol
plontings, ond minimize hqrdscope ond surfoce runoff. Front yords
incorporote o ronge of moteriols including smoll trees ond low
plontings. The front yord chorocter ond plontings vory bosed on
context oreo. The moiority of the guidelines thot follow focus on
front yords thot ore highly visible from the street. On properties
locoted in o Wildlond Urbon lnterfoce zone,londscoping should be
designed in occordonce with Wildlond Urbon lnterfoce stondords,
which moy offect how some of these guidelines opply.

4.34 Mointoin o londscoped fronf yord.
o. Creotive solutions thot convey o sense of troditionol front

yords ore encouroged.
b. Mqintoin visibility from lhe streel to the house.

* While this is cruciol for contexl oreos including the
Constroined Grid Neighborhood ond the Strong Street
Relotionship /Flol, it moy be more difficult for context
oreos such os the Entry Element Street Relotionship/
Significont Slope.

c. Utilize plontings thot minimize the need for irrigotion.
d. Minimize the omount of hord surfoce in o front yord, to

the extent feosible. Where o hord surfoce is needed,
incorporote permeoble poving techniques such os open-

ioint poving.

4.35 lncorporofe plonfings fhof creofe a layered look from
fhe sfreef fo fl¡e home fo creofe o sense of entry to
fhe building.
o. Consider incorporoling low-scole trees (generolly 12'-25'

in height) thot screen o home from the street ond frome
views, but thot do not fully obscure o home from the
street.

b. lnclude foundotion-scole plontings thot provide o tronsition
between lhe front yord ond the home, where fìre sofety
considerotions permit.
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4.36 Within fhe foundofion erec,t incorporofe plonfings
fhof yisuolly connecf o house fo ifs sife.
o. Utilize plónts ronging from 30"-42" in heighl. However,

where the entry or porch is roised, incorporote plonts thot
motch the height of the floor level of the porch.

b. Foundotion plonting should olso comply with the Wildlond
Urbon Interfoce stondords when they ore opplicoble.

4.37 Where o property is locoted within a Wildlond Urbon
lnferfoce zone, follow fhe Fire Disfricf sfondords for
free ond plant selecfion ond plocemenf.

4.38 Provide yisuol inferesf olong Sir Froncis Droke
Bouleyord.
o. A toller privocy woll or fence moy be oppropriote lo

buffer the street from home.
b. Utilize plonfings olong the street to creote visuol interest

ond minimize the visuol impoct of o privocy woll or fence.
c. Design o privocy woll or fence to include orticulotion,

such os:
. Chonge in moteriols
. Chonge in potterns ond textures
. Chonge in the height of individuol segmenls
. Chonge in the degree of tronsporency of upper portions

of the woll or fence
. Vorionce in the setbocks (offsets! of individuol segments

Tree Option 1

ln this scenqrio, the gorden oreo hos o medium size tree
in the center, olong with the other plonting elements.
This scenorio illustroles on oppropriote, medium density
front gorden oreo.

Within ihe foundolion oreo¡
incorporole plontings thot visuolly
connecl o house to its site.

Tree Option 2

ln this scenorio, the gorden oreo hos o lorge shode
tree neor the property line qnd q smoll tree neor the
structure, olong with the other plonling elements. This

scenorio illustrotes on oppropriole, medium density
front gorden oreo.

Sife Design

Consider incorporoling low-scole
lrees (generolly 12' -25' in height)
lhot screen o home from lhe streel
ond frqme views, but thot do not fully
obscure o home from lhe street.

-.1

Shrub Ar¿o

4'Toll Fence

I

I
il

it

Shrub Areo
ShodeTree (12-25')

Tsll Fence

Hedge Plonting

Medi UM Size Foundotion Areo
Smoll Tree

Neor House
(12'-25',l,

.-.-=

Foundolion Areq
free 112'-25'l

Hedge Plonting
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Sife Design

I

Avoid creoting qn opqque buffer
thot obscures oll views between
properties by limiting the height
of the buffer lo 6' ondf or using
o moteriol(s) thot is portiolly
tronsporent.

g.

Where o fence, wqll or nqturol buffer
is used olong o long property line,
visuolly orticulote the buffer in order
to qvoid o uniform qppeoronce. *The

bottom exomple moy be oppropriote
in some conlexls.
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Side Yqrd Relqtionship
ln oddition to the importonce of designing o site to be visuolly
oppeoling from the street, the design should olso consider
the relotionship with odiocent properlies. While some form of
seporotion between sites is oppropriote, o solid, toll buffer thot
isolotes one site from onother is inoppropriote. lt qlso should
not block views, light or oir, or creole unnecessory shodow on o
neighboring property, to the extent feosible.

4.39 lncorporofe o plonf ed buffer, fence or woll befween
properfies fo provide privacy.
q. Avoid creoting on impermeoble buffer thot obscures oll

views between properties by limiting the height of the
buffer to 6' ond/or using o moteriol(s) thot is portiolly
tronsporent.

* This is especiolly importont for properties in the
Constroined Grid Neighborhood, Strong Street
Relotionshi p / tlor o nd Moderole Streel Relotionship/
Flot ond Mild Slope contexts where lols ore smoller ond
homes ore closer to one onother.
* On lorger lots with greoter distonces between homes,
incorporoting o buffer thot is up to 12' in height moy be
considered.

4.40 Consider fhe exisfing occess fo views, Iighl ond
oir neighboring properfies hoye when odding or
incorporoting toll frees or plontings, or building o
new slrucfure on o sife.

4.41 Minimize tfie omount o[ shodow creofed on
neighboring properlies.

lncorporote o plonted buffer, fence or wqll between properties to provide
privocy.



Retoinittg Wqlls
Retoining wolls ore common feotures in Ross. The visuol impoct of
o retoining woll should be minimized. lt should qppeor low in scole
ond blend with the noturol environment. This moy include stepping
the height of the retoining woll to follow the topogrophy, ond using
moleriols ond textures thot blend with the setting.

4.42 Sfep o reloiníng woll lo follow the noturol
topogrophy.
o. Retoining wolls must olso comply with the dimension

requirements in the Town's Municipol Code.

4.43 Articulote o refoinin g woll fo breok up ifs perceived
scole.

4.44 Design ond defoil o retqining woll fo provide visuol
inferesf.
o. Appropriote methods include:

. Using noturol stone

. Scoring/texturing concrete wolls

. Using o fìnish technique such os ocid-etch, woter-wosh,
sondblosling or boord form.

. Using londscope screening (vines or other vegetotion)
b. Avoid smooth lrowel fìnish ond untreoted plywood form

finish.
c. CMU blocks ore discouroged.

4.45 lhe moferiol of refoining wolls should relofe to, ond
be compotible with, fhose of olher sife feofures.

Sife Design

Refer to ilre Town's
Municipol Code
Refer to Chopter 18;39.090 to
leorn more obout reloining wolls.

hll p s : / / www. I ow n o{ r o ss. o r g/ sil e s/
d ef o ull / frl e s/ fil e otl q ch m e nls /
ad mini strati on / page/ 2 49 / I 8. 39
hillsideJot-reg u lof ions. pdf

Refoining Wolls
& Creek Edge
Srobilizofion
ln some coses o site moy include
steep topogrophy thot is odiocent
to o streom or wolerwoy. Bonk
stobilizotion moy help reduce
erosion ond grode dislurbonce. For
more informolion, pleose see:

htlp s : f f www. u sb r. g ov/lsc/
I e ch r ef e r e n ce s/ m o nd s/ m o n d s-p df s/
A,-B a n kSl o b-fi n ol 6-2 5 -2 01 5. p df

Design ond detoil o retoining woll to provide visuol interest
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Sife Design

Highlight o chonge in poving texture
to define o wolkwoy, on-site porking
or o drivewoy.

Where o hord surfoce is needed,
incorporote porous poving moteriols
thqt reloin woter on site.

Where q hord surfoce is needed,
incorporole permeoble poving
lechniques.

Hqrdscqpe Mqteriols
While the use of signifìcont omounts of hordscope moteriols is

discouroged in o front yord, these ore often needed to defìne o
specific component of the londscope design. Hordscope moteriols
con provide visuol interest ond should complement the orchitecture
ond overoll site design. Whenever possible, using permeoble/
porous hordscope moteriols is highly encouroged. Refer to the
Town Code Section 18.41..l00 to leorn more obout requirements for
droinoge ond impervious surfoces.

4.46 Minimize fhe omount of hordscope moferiols used in
a front yord.

4.47 Where o hord surfoce is needed, incorporofe
permeoble fechniques sucf¡ os open-joint poving.

4.48 Sfrofegicolly utilize hordscope moferiqls fo åighlighf
componenfs of fl¡e londscope design. For insfonce:

. Highlighl o chonge in poving lexlure to define o wolk-
wo¡ on-site porking or o drivewoy.

4.49 On smoller iots, design fhe hordscoped secfions os o
uniform composifion.

* This is porticulorly importont for contexts thot hove
o drivewo¡ entry poth ond porking oreo thot ore
visible from the slreel, such os the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
conlexts.

4.50 Selecf hordscope moferiols fhof complemenf fhe
orcfiifecfure ond sife. Exomples include:

. Concrete with o weothered oppeoronce. ,Appropriole fìn-
ishes include noturol woter-wosh, ocid-etch, sondblost qnd

surfoce retorder. This moteriol is especiolly oppropriote
in creoting "Hollywood" ot "tire trock" drivewoys with
o plonted cenler strip, ond "slep stone" drivewoys with
concrete ponels.

. Grovel

. Chip seol (grovel with ospholt binder)

. Decomposed gronite with stobilizer

. Sond-set or mortored brick thot is compotible with the
building in color ond style

. Precost concrete povers or slone povers thol ore compot-
ible with the building in color ond style

. lnlerlocking concrete povers (rectilineor potterns ore
preferred)

. Cellulor grossed poving

. Turf reinforcement systems

. Avoid the use of sÌomped concrete.5ó Town of Ross Design Guidelines



Sire Lighting
Site lighting enhonces o property ond provides for sofety. lt should
be designed to minimize light pollution, ond should be coordinoted
with the site design.

4.51 lncorporofe sife lighting only where if is needed.
o. Avoid lighting the entire property.
b. Provide lighting ot oddress signoge ond ot o pedestrion

entry.
c. Light the poth of trovel for nighttime pedestrion sofety.

4.52 Scole sife ligfrfing fo ifs purpose.
o. Use smqll scole fixtures with downJighting to illuminote

pedestrion wolkwoys, whenever possible.

4.53 Slrield sife lighfin g to minimize off-sile glore onfo
odjocenf properfies ond foword the sky.
o. Orient o fìxture downword.
b. Incorporote o cut-off shield to direct light downwqrd.
c. Utilize dimmers, timers ond motion sensors fo ensure

lighting is only octivoted when needed.
d. Limited usoge of uplighting moy be oppropriote if it does

not odversely offect neighboring properties ond does not
contribute to light pollution.

4.54 Selecf lomps with wormer colors.

4.55 lnsfoll o lomp fhof is energy efficienf.

Sife Design

Use smqll scole fixtures wilh down-
lighting to illuminote pedeslrion
wolkwoys, whenever possible.

Shield site lighting lo minimize off-site
glore onto odiocent properties ond
toword the sky.

lnfernotionol Dork
Sky Crirerio
lnformotion on the criterio for
meeting the lnternolionol Dork Sky
Associotion's slqndords cqn be
viewed using the following link:

https : / /www. da rksky. org/ o u r-

work/lighting/

Refer ro rhe Town's
ßlunicipol Code
Refer to Chopter 18.40.190 to
leorn more obout the lighting.

htlp s : / / www. I ow n of r o ss. o r g /
o d mi n i st r oli o n / p o g e / lill e- 1 8-zo n i n g
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Sife Design

lncorporote slormwoter monogement
syslems thot minimize runoff qnd
moximize woter quolity.

Susfqinobility and Desigtt
Properties should incorporote sustoinoble design feotures to
reduce environmentol impocts, to reduce slormwoter runoff, ond to
conserve wqter ond energy. When designing o site, sustoinobility
proclices should be incorporoted.

4.56 lncorporofe droughl foleronf plont moferiols in o sife
design.

4.57 Selecf moferic¡ls ffiof reduce energy consumpfion.

4.58 lncorporofe londscopíng fo reduce fhe need for
heofing ond cooling.
o. Use trees ond londscoping to creote shode in worm

months ond sun exposure in cool months.
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Fire Sofety in Londscope Design
Following Fire District guidelines olso is required for properlies
within o Wildlond Urbon lnterfoce zoneì ond oll properties ore
required to use Wildlond Urbqn lnterfoce compliont moteriols per
337 ol the Residentiol Building Code. The guidelines in this section
offer best proctices for oll properties in Ross, not only those inside
Wildlond Urbon lnterfoce zones.

4.59 Wlrere o property is within o Wildlond Urbon
lnferfoce zone, follow fhe Fire Disfricf guidelines.

4.60 Wlrere permilted, consider fhese besf procfices
fo reduce fire risk ond moinloin a susfoinoble sife
design:

. Keep ornomentol gordens ond plontings irrigoted.

. Remove pyrophytic plonts ond flqmmoble moteriols from
the site.

. lncorporote fire-resistont plonts where feosible.

. Prune lrees to eliminole deod wood ond bronches over
chimneys ond roofs.

Plonning o Londscope For Fire Sofef
This illustrotion provides suggestions thot moy improve fire sofefy while
enhoncing Ross's lrqditions os o green community. Note lhot other
regulotions reloted to WUI moy influence how these ideos ore opplied.

O Trees spoced ond understory
monoged to reduce fire spreod

O Scottered low-scole deciduous
ond fìre-resislont trees in the
front gorden oreo

O Low-scole deciduous ond fire.
resistont plontings set owoy
from the building foundotion

o Site feotures use non-
combuslible moteriols

O Clustered groups of plontings
ol fronl property line, nol o
conlinuous row

Sife Design

Bcsic Firc Sofefy Tips
Íor All Properlies
. Provide on irrigoted

londscope for the first 30'
oro.und o slruclure.

. Avoid using pyrophytic (fire-
prone) plonts.

. Remove existing pyrophytic
plonls, including trees.

. Remove deod wood from tree
conopies lhot overhong roofs
ond chimneys.

. Prune bock or thin tree
conopies thol overhqng roofs
ond chimneys, where feosible

. Remove underbrush ond
0ommoble debris.

. Consider using ftre-resislonl
moleriols for exterior site
feotures such os gotes, fences
ond wolls.

Wildlond Urbon
lnþrfoce Stondsrds
lnformolion on the criterio for
meeting the Wildlond Urbon
lnterfoce Stondords cqn be viewed
using the following link:

hft p : / / www. ro ssvoll eyfr r e. o r g /
orevenlion/slondords

o
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Sife Design

FEfiIA Flood Mcps
Use the following link to determine
whether your property is wirhin
the FEMA flood zone. lf so, other
regulotions opply.

htÍp : / / www. m ori n m a p. o rg/
HtmlSViewer/ ?viewer=f emo lomc
h5&run=,4ufoSuggestAddress

Flood Domcae
Prevention
The Town of Ross Flood Domoge
Prevention ordinonce provides
guidonce for minimizing privote
ond public losses due to flood
conditions:

hllos: / / www. f ownofross. o ra / sile s /
d ef o ult/ fil e s/ fìl e ott a ch m e nt s/
od mi ni stroti on / pog e/ 247 / 1 5. 3 6
flood-domqge prevenfion.pdf

Existing condilion (normol
foundotion height).

This stoir extension
occommodotes the rqised
foundotion wifh o londing thol
breqks up the length of the
stoirwoy, while mointoining the
symmetry of the fqcqde.

This stoir extension
occommodqtes the roised
foundotion with o right turn
thot qllows the stoir to funclion
without encrooching on the
front property line. While it is
osymmetricol, it is compotible
with the trqdilionol proportions
of the fqcode.

Design of Roised Buildings
In some coses, it moy be desiroble or necessory to elevote the
foundqtion of on existing building or new residentiol struclure to
provide greoter flood proteclion. An elevoted foundotion should be
compotible with the overoll design of the residentiol building ond
the chorocter of Ross.

4.61 Wlren roising o sfructuret mainloin fhe overoll
proportions of fhe focqde.

o. Provide detoiling to orticulote the woll of o roised
foundotion ond to breok up its perceived scole.

b. Screen o rqised foundotion with londscoping elements
such os plonters. (Such làndscoping elements moy olso
be set qwoy from fhe foundotion lo creqle q visuol screen
while complying with WUI stondords).

4.62 Minimize fhe visuol ímpocf of ony sfoir exfension.
q. Consider breoking up o stoir extension to keep its

proportions similor to the originol scole.
b. lf the focode is symmetricol in composition, then the stoir

extension should olso be symmetricol.

Exomple Sþir Extension Design
Deþending on context, q rqnge of options moy be oppropriote for designing o stoir extension. The diogroms below
illustrote o voriety of options, eoch of which moy be oppropriote, depending on context.

IT1

ìt fitil
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Sife Design

Exomple Foundafion Trestmenfs for Roised Buildings
Depending on conlexf, o ronge of options moy be oppropriote for the lreolment of q roised foundotion. The intent is lo
reduce the perceived increose in height of the foundqtion. The diogroms below illustrote o voriety of options, eqch of
which moy be oppropriote, depending on contexl.

A horizontol belt course reduces fhe perceived height
of the roised foundotion.

Mosonry creotes detoil on o roised foundotion to
breok up lhe perceived scqle.

Low-scole plontings screen the roised portion of the
foundqfion.

I

I
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A plonter screens the roised portion of the foundqtion

Adoption Droft | 6.4.2019 ól



Sife Design

Low lmpoct Developmenl (tlDl
Low lmpoct Developmenf (LlD) is o strotegy thol oddresses stormwoter runoff ot the source, closely
mimicking the noturol, pre-developmenl, hydrologic systems rother thon building infrostructure to
hondle runoff. LID principles increose the environmentol benefìts of o development, ond ore fìscolly
beneficiol to communities.

For more informofion on LlD, please see ilre following Fe¡ourcess
To leorn more qbout Low lmpoct Development lLlDl principles, the imporlonce of incorporoling them into o proiect
ond the economic ond environmentol beneftts of LID feotures, visit the following websites ond documenls:

Town of Ross Stormwoter Monogement Chopter 15.54

hîtps:t/www.lownofross.org/sites/defoull/frles/fìleotlochmenfs/odminislrotion/page/247/15.54 stormwoter
rnonqgemenl.pdf

Boy Areo Stormwoler Monogemenl Associotion

htto:/ /basmao.ora/

Morin County Slormwoler Progrom

hllps //www.morincounty.org/depls/pw/ divisìons/creeks-boy-ond-flood / mcstoppp

Colifornio LID Portol (from the Colifornio Stormwqter Quolity Associotion|

hlt p s : / / www. ca sqo. o rg/ r e so u r ce s / cql if o r n i aJ i d- p o r t sl

Toolbox (from the Colifornio Slormwoter Quolity Associolion):

http s : / / www. ca sqa. o r,g / r e so u r ce s/ Ii d ft o olb o x

"Reducing Stormwoler Costs through Low lmpoct Development (tlDl Strotegies ond Proclices":

https://www.cosqa.org/siles/deloull/fìlesldownloads/epa 2A07 - reducing slormwater cosls throughJid.pdf

"Low lmpoct Development Technicol Design Monuol"

http: / / srcity. org / I 2 5 5 / Low-t mpa ci-Devel opme nl

CASQA s Best Monogement Prqctices Hondbooks:

hllp s: / / www. cq sao. oro /resources/bmp-hondbooks

Coltron's Stondords for Stormwoter Monogement:

hftp : / / d ot. co. gov/ des/ oe / con slr u cfion-conlrocl-slc nd o rd s.hlml

.f
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CHAPTER 5
BUITDING DESIGN GUIDELINES

Introduction
This chopter provides design guidelines for building design.
It oddresses the visuol chorocter of o structure, including the
orrongement ond design of orchilecturol feotures, overoll scole,
mossing ond the relotionship to surrounding development. lt olso
includes color, building moteriols ond guidelines for secondory
structures.

t
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lnlroduction ó3

Building Moss, Scole ond
Articulotion 64

Roof Form ó8

Moteriols ond Color Poleile 69

Focode Design 70

Secondory Slructure ond ADU
Design 76

Sustoinoble Building Design 77
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Building Design

Vory the mossing of o building to
reduce its perceived size.

Building Mrrss, Scqle ond
Articulqtion
The overqll size, height ond form of o building influence how it is
perceived. Although o structure moy be lorger thon odiocent ones,
if should not be monolithic in scole or creote o iorring conlrost,
especiolly in conlexts where the street grid ond relotionship
belween odiocent buildings is o key feoture.

In order to reduce lhe perceived moss ond scole of o building, o
voriefy of orticulotion techniques con be opplied. These include
chonges in moteriols, color, woll plone offsels, one-story elements
ond other devices thqt reduce the perceived size of o building.
Some methods reduce the perceived building mqss, while others
reduce the octuol building moss ond scole. Where o building
is locqted neor o shored lot line, voriotion in mossing moy be
porticulorly importont. Potentiol orticulotion methods ore shown in
Figures 5.,l ond 5.2.

5.1 Design o new building fo be simple in moss ond form.
o. While voriolion is mqss ond form con help to reduce

perceived scole, on overly busy form should be ovoided.

5.2 Design o new building fo be in scole with adiocent
buildings.

* This is porticulorly importont for buildings lhot ore
visible from the public reolm ond thot qre in contexts
with smoller lots, including the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond the Strong Street Relotionship/Flot
conlexls.

a

Design o new building to be in scqle with odiocent buildings. The new building
obove {shown in turquoise) is out of chqrocler becquse it oppeors much lorger
thon the houses in lhe surrounding context.

aEmtrm
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5.3 Vary fhe mossing of o building fo reduce its perceived
size.
o. Consider using one or more of the orticulotion methods

shown in Figures 5.1-5.4.

5.4 Esfoblish o sense of humon scole in o building.
o. Use verticol ond horizontol orticulotion techniques to

provide o humon scole ond to creote visuol interest.
b. Use moteriols thot convey scole in their proportion, detoil

ond form.

5.5 Moinloin esfoblished developmenf potferns through
flre use of similor building widfhs olong fhe sfreef.
o. Design q new building to reflect the estoblished ronge of

building widths thot occur on o block.
* This is porticulorly importont in the Constroined Grid

Neighborhood ond Strong Streel Relotionship/Flot
contexts.

b. Where o building design exceeds the troditionol width,
indicote the troditionol width with o chonge in moteriol or
o chonge in woll plones.

Mqintqin estoblished development potterns through the use of similor building
widths olong o street.

Building Design

Estoblish o sense of humon scole in

the design of o building. The building
obove incorporotes o one-story porch
to convey o pedestrion scole.

Use verticql ond horizontol
qrticulotion design techniques to
provide o humon scole qnd to creqte
visuol interest.

Where o building is locoted neor o
shored reor or side lot line, voriotion
in mossing moy be porticulorly
importont to qvoid looming impocts.
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FÍgure 5.1 : Front Wcll Articulotion ilethods
The following models illuslrole potentiolwoys lo reduce the perceived mqss of o building ond to relote to lhe scole
of odiocent buildings. A photo occomponies eoch model to show q built exomple of the orliculotion method. Other
methods not listed here moy be oppropriote os well.

Front Woll Offset Front Woll One-Story Element Front Woll Stepbock

Figure 5.2t Side Woll Articulotion Methods

Side Woll Slepbock Side Woll Offset Side Woll Plone Chonge
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Figure 5.3: Side Mossing Sensitivity Methods
The following orliculotion models illustrote woys in which o building locoled
neqr o shored side lot line con respect the privocy of the neighboring
property.

Side Wqll Stepbock Side Woll Offset

A side woll stepbock reduces the
presence of on upper-story moss
olong the shored lot line.

Side Woll Bolcony

A side woll offset reduces lhe full,
two-slory moss ol the shored lot
line ond decreoses the omount
of building thot moy loom over o
neighboring struclure.

Side Woll Londscoping

Figure 5.4: R.esr
Mossing Sensirivity
Merhods
These orticulotion models illustrote
woys in which o building built neqr
o shqred reor lot line con respect
the privocy of o neighboring
property.

Reor Wqll Stepbock

A reor woll stepbock reduces the
second-story moss.

Reor Wqll Bolcony

A reor woll bolcony provides
qdditionql distqnce between
buildings while still providing
ouldoor spoce.

Reor Woll Londscoping

Reor woll londscoping con provide
o visuol buffer. *Londscoping

should olso comply with Wildlond
Urbon lnlerfoce slondqrds.

4:-

A side bolcony incorporotes o side
woll offset in which the bolcony fits.
While octivity will slill occur in lhe
bolcony spoce, the presence of o
bolcony is less invosive thqn q full
second-slory thot obuts on odiocent
property line.

Side woll londscoping provides o
visuol borrier between odiocent
slruclures. * Londscoping should
olso comply with Wildlqnd Urbon
lnterfoce stqndqrds.
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Building Design

Design o roof to be generolly
compotible in mossing ond form to
buildings in the context.

Roof Form
Roof form oddresses the pitch, orientotion ond shope of o building's
roof. The roof should be integroted with the overoll design of o
building. lt should be compotible in moss ond scole with other roofs
in the neighborhood.

5.6 Design o roof fo be consisfenf with lhe oyeroll
orchifecfurol design ond defoiling of fhe sfrucfure.
o. Use ongles, pitches ond moteriols thot coordinote with o

building's overoll design.

5.7 Design o roof fo be compofible in mossing ond form lo
fhose of buildings in fhe block.
o. Where o voriety of roof forms ore prevolent in o context,

more voriety in roof form is oppropriote.

Design s roof to be consistent with
the overoll orchitecturol design ond
detoiling of the slructure in terms of
the form qnd moteriql.

Figurc 5.5: Apprcpriole Roof Forms
The roofs below show common forms in Ross. Other forms moy be compotible if they meet the Roof Form intenï stotement obove.
Consult with Town stoff obout the use of olternotive roof forms.

Goble Hipped

Shedtlot

ó8 Town of Ross Design Guidelines



Mqteriols ond Color Pqlefte
Building moteriols provide o sense of scole, texture ond visuol
interesf. Building moteriols con contribute to visuol conlinuity in o
contexl oreo ond creote texlure, deplh of detoil ond shodow on o
building.

5.8 Use exferior moferiols fo creofe visuol inferesf os
viewed [rom the public reolm.
o. In oreqs where compotibility is importont, use o moteriol

thot is compotible in visuol chorocter, pottern ond texlure
with those of neighboring properties.

b. Limit the number of moteriols so thot the building does not
look overly complex.

Building Ðesign

Use exterior moleriqls thqt creqte
visuol interest from the public
reolm ond thot ore compolible with
odiocent properties qnd the block.

5.9 Use high quolity moferiols fhof ore proyen duroble in
Ross's climqfe.
o. Select moteriols thot hove proven durobility under high

omounts of sun exposure.

5.10 Use building colors fhof ore compofible with fhose
seen froditionolly in Ross.
o. lncorporote o noturol color polette in hillside contexls.
b. Avoid overuse of shorp or overly bright colors.

Encouroge building colors thot
ore visible from the streef to be
generolly compotible with lhose seen
troditionolly in Ross.

Figurc 5.ó: Poüentiol Building Moterials
The moleriols shown below ore pofentiol ones for single-fomily residentiol development in Ross.

Others thqt meel the intent ond design guidelines described obove ore olso oppropriote.

Mosonry, such os slone or brickSlucco Wood
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Building Ðesign

Creote o visuolly interesting focode
through the use ond orrongement of
windows, enlronces, moleriols ond
other qrchiteclurol elements.

On sloping siles provide visuol
inlerest to the primory focode design
thot is visible from the street.

Fccsde Desigrt
The primory focode of o home should provide o sense of q
connection to the street. This moy occur by orronging entronces,
windows, moteriols ond olher orchitecturol elemenls to provide
visuol interest. Lorge exponses of unorticuloted or blonk woll focing
the street should be ovoided. These elements should be orronged in
woys similor to the potterns estoblished on surrounding buildings.

5.ll Creofe yisuol inferesf on a wc,ll focing ffie sfreef wifh
windows, enfronces, moferiols ond ofher orchifecfurol
elemenfs.
o. lncorporote windows qnd doors thot foce the street.
b. lncorporote o porch or other cleorly defìned entrywoy

thot foces the street.

5.12 Provide o sense of visuol permeobili¡y wrth doors ond
windows.

* This is more criticol when o building ís locoted close to
the street, wh¡ch oflen occurs in the Constroined Grid
Neighborhood ond Strong Street Relolionship/Flot
conlexls.

Creote o visuolly interesting focode through lhe use ond orrongement of
windows, entronces, mqteriols qnd other orchitecturol elements.
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Entry Design
The building entry is q criticol link between the public ond privote
reolm. The key is to creote q cleor visuol ond physicol linkoge, so
the primory entronce to o building is cleorly identifioble. ln some
contexts, this is best occomplished with o front porch, potio, stoop
or otherwise highlighted entrywoy. ln other conlexts where the
building moy be set bock forther from the street or is locoted on
steep topogroph¡ o primory entronce moy not be visible from the
slreel. ln these coses, other options moy be utilized to creole o
sense of connection with the street. A well-defined poth or on orbor
entry is on exomple. For more informolion on orbor entries ond
front yord design, pleose see the site design chopter.

5.t3 Design o primory enfronce fo creofe o visuol ond
pfrysicol connecfion fo fhe sfreef. Pofenfiol mefhods
include:
o. Orient the element towords the public reolm.
b. Potentiol elements to incorporote include:

. Porch

. Portico

. Stoop

. Conopy/Overhong

. Building recess

. Moldings

5.14 Size ond proporfion on enfry elemenf fo be in scole
wifh fhose o[ neorby buildings.
o. This is porticulorly importont in the Constroined Grid

Neighborhood ond Strong Streel Relotionship/Flol
contexts.

5.15 Design o firsf-sfory elemenf fo be similor in size,
locofion ond proporfion fo fhose of f¡omes in fhe
confexf.
o. Where possible, locote o fìrst-story element to olign with

those seen on neighboring properties.

5.16 Design o porch fo be funcfionol, wilh o minimum
depfh of 5'.

Building Design

Design o primory building enlronce
to creole o visuol ond physicol
connection to the streel

Use qn orchitecturql element, such
os o stoop or porch, fo highlight on
entronce.

Size ond proportion on entry element
to be in the ronge of scoles seen on
neorby buildings.
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Building Design

Figure 5.7¿ Recommended Building Enrry Locotion qnd Chc¡rocter
The locotion of the primory entronce of o building vories omong residentiol conlexts in Ross. In mony
neighborhoods, there is o consistency in the woy in which entronces ore designed, ond mointoining
these potterns is on obiective. ln other neighborhoods, more diversity exists in the woy in which
entronces ore designed ond, therefore, more voriety is oppropriote. This toble identifies olternotive
entry locotions for o residence. Other designs thot ore not illustroted here moy olso be oppropriote,
when they ore consistent with the context.

Covered Porch Entry Centered on the Focqde
The primory entronce to the home is locoted
on the front woll qnd foces lhe slreet.
A covered, proiecting porch defines the
enlronce.

Covered Porch Enfry on Side of rhe Fqcode
The primory enlrqnce is perpendiculqr to the
street, ond opens onto o porch thot foces
the street. The recessed porch defines the
enlronce.

Covered Porch Enfry Along Side Woll
The primory entrqnce is locqted olong o
sidewoll ond opens onlo q porch, which
defines the entronce.

l I
S
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Doors
A street-focing door provides o key visuol connection between the
public ond privote reolms. This enhonces wolkobility ond slreet level
interest. The door should be eosily recognizoble ond in scole.

5.17 Design the primory entronce of o home fo be cleorly
identifioble. Consider:
o. Chonge in color ond moteriol of the door ond/or

surrounding moteriols (such os trim or moldings)
b. Accent windows such os o tronsom or sidelight

5.18 Srze o door fo be eosily reodoble ond recognizoble,
ond fo be in proporfion fo fhe scole of the house.

5.19 Design o door fo be consisfenf with lhe overoll style
of fhe building.

Size o door to be eosily recognizoble, ond fo be in proportion lo the house.
The illustrqtion on the left shows o door thot is in scqle with the building. The
building on the right hos o door thot is too lorge for the home.

I
:

Building Design

Size o door lo be eosily reqdqble
ond recognizoble, but not to be
overly lorge.

Design o door os porl of the overoll
style of the building.

4¿-
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Building Desígn

Locote windows lo creote visuol
inlerest olong o street.

Size ond proportion q window lo be
in the ronge of heights qnd widths
of windows seen trqditionolly in the
block.

Windows
Windows ore key design elements for residentiol buildings,
providing o bolonce of solid to void. They olso creote o visuol
connection between the public reolm ond o building w¡th "eyes
on fhe slreet." Where compotibility within o context is importont,
consider the window potterns, proportions ond tronsporency
levels of neighboring homes when deciding on window sizes ond
plocement.

5.20 locofe windows fo creofe visuol inferesf olong o
sfreef.
o. Encouroge the use of windows thot creote o sense of

depth, profile ond shodow on o street-focing woll.

5.21 Design q window fo be proporfio nol lo ffie srze ond
clrorocfer of the building.
o. Size ond proportion q window to be in the ronge of

heights ond widths of windows seen troditionolly in the
block.

Locote ond spoce windows lo express q trqditionol rhythm ond creqte visuol
continuity.
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Architecturol Detoiling
Detoiling helps creote visuol interest ond convey o sense of
croftsmonship, while reducing o building's perceived size. This con
be occomplished with ornqmentotion, loyering of moleriols ond
potterns or simple occenf lines. Detoiling should creote controst,
shodow lines ond visuol interest. Thoughtful detoiling is importont
throughout oll contexts oreos.

5.22 Use defoiling fo creofe inferesf o
ofscole. Appropriofe lechniques

Accent lines
Ornomentotion
Coloy'moteriol chonge
Minor woll offsets
Eoves ond overhongs
Window qnd door froming detoils
Exterior or building lighting

Becouse thoughtful detoiling is o
common feoture of homes in Ross, it
is importont throughout the vorious
conlexl oreos.

nd provide o sense
include:

Detoiling helps creote visuol interest
ond o sense of croftsmonship, while
reducing o building's perceived size.

Building Design

Use detoiling to creote interest ond
provide o sense of scqle.
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Building Desígn

Use mqteriols thqt ore visuolly
subordinofe to the moteriqls on the
primory structure, or moteriols thqt
ore visuolly compotible with lhose of
the primory structure.

Use moteriqls ond finishes compotible
wilh the primory building.

Use qn orbor enlry to help mitigole
the visuol impoct of o goroge door.

When feosible, use seporote, single-
cor enlronce doois rother thqn q
single two-cor or (three-cor) entronce
door.
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Secondory Sfrucfure ond ADU
Design
Secondory slructures, such os detoched goroges, sheds ond studio
spoces, ond Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUsl provide importont
spoces for mony people. They should be subordinote to the primory
structure. When visible from the public reolm, o secondory structure
or ADU should be visuolly compotible with the primory structure
to mointoin o cohesive look. (More flexibility moy be oppropriote
where o secondory structure or ADU is hidden from the view of the
street.) Their design encomposses exterior moteriols, door design,
window openings, scole ond mossing.

5.23 Design o secondory s¡ruclure ond ADU fo be
subordinole lo, ond compofible with, the primory
strvcture, when it will be visible from the sfreef.
o. Use moteriols ond finishes compotible with the primory

building.
b. Use exterior moleriols thot ore compotible with context.

5.24 When designing o goroge:
o. Use detoil on o goroge door to breok up its perceived

moss.
b. When feosible, use seporote, single-cor entronce doors

rother thon o single two-cor enlronce door.
c. Use on orbor enlry or orchitecturol detoil (such os on

overhong), to help mitigote the visuol impoct of o goroge
door.

lf visible from the public reolm, desígn on ADU to be subordinote to the
primory structure. Some options ore locoting the ADU in the reor ond moking
it smoller in size.



Design o secondory structure or goroge to be visuolly compotible with the
primory slructure lo mointoin o cohesive look.

Susfqinqble Building Design
Buildings in Ross should incorporote sustoinoble design feotures
whenever possible to reduce environmentol impocts ond conserve
energy. Eoch design should incorporote sustoinobility feotures ond
technologies thot moximize energy effìciency ond oddress seosonol
chonges in noturol lighting ond ventilotion conditions.

5.25 Choose o moferiol that reduces energy consumpfion.
o. Use q locol, recycled moteriol where possible.
b. Use o light colored surfoce moleriol thot reflects heqt.
c. Consider incorporoting on energy-generoting feoture on

o site. This moy include o freeslonding solor ponel, solor
powered lighting or similor feoture.

d. Consider incorporoting o living roof.
5.26 When redeveloping o sife, solvoge or reuse moferiols

where possible.
o. lncorporole o functionol existing building into o

redevelopment proiect in order to minimize woste ond
greenhouse gos emissions ossocioted with demolition.

Bvilding Design

Use exterior mqteriols thot qre
compotible with context.

Green Building
lnformotion on Green Building con
be found on the Morin Counly
Website.

https: / / www. m o ri n cou nly. o rg/
de plsf cd/ divisi ons/ su sloi n obility /
green-buildin g-progrom
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Building Design

Consider incorporoting o living roof

Locote qttoched or detqched solor
technologies, such os solor ponels
ond solor cells, where sun will
be horvested, os well os where
technologies qre leost visible from the
public reolm.

5.27 Consíder o design feotvre lfiof conseryes energy.
o. Utilize externol shoding (londscope ond/or inïegroted

into the building) to keep out summer sun ond let in winter
sun.

b. Design windows to moximize light into interior spoces.
c. Use exterior shoding devices, such os overhongs, to

monoge solor goin in summer months ond welcome solor
occess in winter months.

d. lncorporote o renewoble energy device, including o solor
collector or wind turbine.

5.28 lncorporofe solor-o rienled, energy-generofing
feclrnologies in o building.
o. Locote ottoched or detoched solor technologies, such os

solor ponels ond solor cells, where sun v/¡ll be horvested.

5.29 locofe on energy generofing device, such os solor
ponels, fo be subordinofe fo prominenf c,rchitecturc,l
feofures.
o. Choose o solqr ponel thot includes o low omount of visuol

controst in its design ond color to lhe roof.
b. Locqte o solor ponel to the reor porlion of o roof or on

o secondory structure to minimize its visuol impoct on the
public reolm.
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CHAPTER 6
TREATMENT OF HERITAGE
RESOURCES

Mony buildings in Ross reflecf the eorly development of the
community, ond could be considered to hove historic significonce.
While they moy not be formolly designoted os historic resources,
they ore o port of the culture of the community. ln thot sense,
the guidelines thot follow oddress these properties os "heritoge
resources." Mony property owners will seek to preserve these
properties. (Note thot no formol register of historic properties exists
in Ross but mony properties ore volued for their historic chorocter.)

This section provides guidelines thot owners moy elect to use when
moking improvements to these heritoge properties. Complionce with
the guidelines in this section is not required, but moy help owners
of heritoge properties moke decisions obout building ond site
improvements or renovotions. This section moy olso help the Town
to formulole o strotegy for formol historic preservotion if it decides
to pursue such o progrom in the future.

ln This Choprer
Heritoge Preservqtion Principles

qnd Best Proclices 80

Approoches to Heritoge
Preservolion Proiects 82

Guidelines for the Treqtment of
Heritoge Building Feqtures 83
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Treatmenf of Heritoge Resources

Respe
of the

ct the originol design chorocter
building.

Heritoge Preseryqtion Principles
qnd Besf Prqctices
When considering o proiect involving heritoge resources, o set
of preservotion principles opplies regordless of proiect type or
property type. Consider the following principles:

Respect the originol design chorocter of the
building.
Do not tr¡rto chonge the style of o heritoge resource or moke the
struclure look older thon its octuol oge. Confusing the chorocter by
mixing elements of different styles con weoken the oppeoronce ond
quolity of the structure. Likewise, when constructing on oddition,
do not try to emulote o troditionql style to moke the oddition
look older thon its octuol oge. An oddition should relote to the
originol building in generol mossing ond scole, but should be
distinguishoble. An oddition should be designed ond locoted to be
subordinote to the originol structure. lt should be locoted to the reor
of the originol structure whenever possible, ond to the side when
the reor is not possible, in order to minimize the visibility of the
oddition.

Protect ond mointoin significont feotures qnd

stvlistic elements.
Diítinctive stylistic feolures or exomples of skilled croftsmonship
should be treoted with sensitivity. The best preservotion procedure is

to mointoin heritoge feotures from the outset to prevent intervention.
Proteclion includes the mointenonce of troditionol moteriol through
treotments such os rust removol, coulking, limited point removol ond
reopplicotion of point.

Preserve ony ex¡sting originol site feotures or
originol bu¡id¡ng moleriols ond feotures.
PresËrve originol siteYeotures wherever possible ond moinloin
them to ovoid deteriorotion. Avoid removing, oltering, obscuring or
covering on originol moteriol or feoture.
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Repoir deterioroted feqtures ond replqce only
those elements thot connot be repoired.
Upgrode existing moteriols, using recognized heritoge preservolion
methods wherever possible. lf disossembly is necessory for repoir or
restorotion, use melhods thot minimize domoge to originol moteriols
ond the replocement of originol confìgurolion. Any repoir should be
done with sensitivity to the integrity of the building, existing design
ond chqrocter-defìning feolures.

Design qdditions ond olterotions to o heritoge
structure to respect it ond mointoin its integrity.
When construcling on oddition, do not try to emulote o troditionol
style to moke the qddition look older thon its qctuol oge. A
contemporory design for on olterotion or oddition to o heriloge
structure should not be discouroged os long qs it does nol destroy
chorocler-defining feqtures of the heritoge structure ond os long
os the design is compotible with the heritoge structure. Wherever
possible, o new oddition or olterotion to q heritoge structure should
be done in such o monner thot if it were to be removed in the
future, lhe essentiol form ond integrity of the slructure would be
unimpoired.

Ireqfmenf of Herifoge Resources
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Ireofme nt of Heritoge Resources

FIGURE ó.I :
PREFER.RED SEGIUENCE
OF TREATMENTS
FOR A HERITAGE
RESOURCE
Treolmenl l: Preserve

lf o feoture is intoct ond in good
condition, mointoin it os such.

I
Treotment 2: Repoir

lf the feoture is deterioroted or
domoged, repoir it to its originol
condition.

+
Treotment 3: Reconslruct

lf the feoture is missing entirel¡
reconslruct it from oppropriote
evidence. lf o portion of o
feoture is missing, it con olso be
reconslrucled.

I
Treqtment 4: Reploce

lf it is not feosible to repoir the
feoture, then reploce it with one
thot is o simplified interpretolion of
the originol (i.e., moteriol, deloil,
finish!. Reploce only thot portion
which is beyond repoir.

I
Treqtment 5: Compotible Alterotion

lf o new feoture or oddition is

necessqry, design it in such o
wqy os to minimize the impoct on
originol feotures. lt is olso importont
to distinguish new feotures from
troditionol elements.

Approqches to Heritoge
Preservqt¡on Proiects
Preservotion projects moy include o ronge of octivities, such os the
mointenonce of existing heritoge elements, repoirs of deTerioroted
moteriols, the replocement of missing feotures ond the construction
of new odditions. When plonning o preservotion opprooch,
consider the following treotments of o heritoge resource to
determine which is oppropriote to lhe proiect.

Preservqtion
The oct or process of opplying meosures Ìo sustoin the existing form,
integrity ond moteriql of o building. Some work focuses on keeping
o property in good working condition by repoiring feotures os soon
os deteriorotion becomes opporent, using procedures thot retoin the
originol chorocler ond fìnish of the feotures. Property owners ore
strongly encouroged to mointoin properties in good condition.

Rehobilitotion
The process of returning o properly to o stote thot mokes o

contemporory use possible while still preserving those portions
or feotures of the property which ore signiffcqnt to its lroditionol,
orchitecturol or culturol volues. Rehobilitotion moy include o chonge
in use of the building or odditions.

Renovqtion
The process of improving by repoir, to revive, o building. ln
renovotion, the usefulness ond oppeoronce of the building is

enhonced. The bosic chorocter ond signifìcont detoils of o building
ore respected ond preserved, but some sympothetic olterotions moy
olso occur.

Restorotion
The process of rêproducing the oppeoronce of o building exoctly os

it looked ot.o porticulor time. This moy include the removol of loter
work or the replocement of missing heritoge feotures.

Remodelino
The process of ihonging the trqditionql design of o building. The

oppeoronce is oltered by removing originol detoils ond by odding
new feotures thot ore out of chorocter with the originol. Remodeling
of o heritoge struclure is inoppropriote due to the loss of originol
fobric.

Reconstruct¡on
The process of rebuilding o structure thot no longer exists exoctly os

it oppeored troditionolly.

82 Town of Ross Design Guidelines



Guidelines for fhe Treqtment of
Heritoge Building Feqtures
lndividuol orchiteclurol feotures, building elements ond moteriols of
o heritoge structure creote the chorocter of the slructure. Therefore,
meticulous core ond proper treolment of eoch feofure is cruciol to
mointoining the chorocter of o heritoge structure.

Chorocter-Defi ning Feotures
Chqrqcter-defining feotures contribute to the design of o struclure.
Select on oppropriote treotment thot will provide for proper
preservotion of signifìcont feofures. The method thot requires the
leost inlervention is preferred.

6.1 Preserye o key chorocfer-deffning feofure.
o. Cornices, porches, turned columns, brockets, exposed

rqfter toils ond iigsow ornoments ore exomples of
chorocter-defining feotures thot should be preserved.

b. Do not remove or oher feotures thot ore in good condition
or thot con be repoired.

6.2 Repoir o deferio rated chorocfer-deffning feofure.
o. Potch, piece-in, splice, consolidote or otherwise upgrode

existing moteriols, using recognized preservotion
methods.

b. Removing o domoged feolure thot con be repoired is not
oppropriote.

6.3 When disossembly ol o historic feoture is necessory
for ifs repoir, use mefhods fl¡of minimize domoge to if.
o. When removing o heritoge feoture, document ils locotion

so it moy be repositioned qccurotely.

6.4 Use fechnicol procedures for cleoning, refinishing
ond repoiring chorocfer-defining îeotures thol will
mointoin fhe originol finish.
o. Use the genllest meons possible thot will ochieve the

desired results.
b. Employ lreotments such os rust removol, coulking, limited

point removol ond reopplicotion of point or stoin where
oppropriote.

Ireofme nt of Heritoge Resources

Preserve o key chorocter-defining
feoture.

g

When disossembly of o heritoge
feoture is necessory for ils repoir,
documenl its locotion so it moy be
repositioned correctly.

Use opproved technicol procedures
for cleoning, refinishing ond
repoiring troditionol moteriols. As
shown here, horsh cleoning methods,
such os sondblosting or grinding ore
inoppropriole.

r\

\r
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Ireofme nt of Heritage Resources

g

Where replocement of on element is

required, remove only those portions
thqt qre deterioroted beyond repoir.

6.5 Reploce o chorocfer-defining feofure occurotely.
o. The design should be substontioted by physicol or pictoriol

evidence to qvoid creoting o misrepresentolion of the
building's history.

b. Use the some kind of moteriql os the originol when
feosible. However, o substitute moteriol moy be
occeptoble if the size, shope, texture qnd finish conveys
the visuol oppeoronce of the originol. Alternotive
moteriols ore usuolly more occeptoble in locotions thot
ore remote from view or direct contoct.

c. Restore oltered openings on primory focodes to their
originol confìgurotion, when feosible, using historic
photos.

6.6 When reconsfrucfing on elemenf is impossible,
develop o new design fhof is o compofible
inlerprefofion of if.
o. The new element should be similor lo comporoble feotures

in generol size, shope, texture, moteriol ond fìnish.

6.7 Avoid odding on orchífecturol detoil, such os o
brocfcef or on infricofe bolusfrod e, thot wos nof porf
of the original building.
o. For exomple, decorotive millwork should not be odded

to o building if it wos not on originol feoture. Doing so
would convey o folse history.
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Roof
The chorocter of o heritoge roof should be preserved, including its
form ond moteriols, whenever feosible.

ó.8 Preserye fhe originol roof form of o herifoge
sfrucfure.
o. Avoid oltering the ongle of o heritoge roof. lnsteod,

mointoin the perceived line qnd orientotion of the roof os
seen from the street.

6.9 Preserye the originol eoye depffr of o roof.
o. The shodows creoted by troditionol overhongs contribute

to one's perception of the building's troditionol scole ond
therefore, these overhongs should be preserved. Cutting
bock roof rofters ond sofftts or in other woys oltering the
troditionol roof overhong is inoppropriote.

6.10 Preserye o decorofiye ond funcfionol roof feofure.
o. Preserve decorotive elemenfs, including crests.
b. Retoin ond repoir funcfionol roof feotures, including

chimneys, holf-round gutfers, boxed soffits ond
downspouls.

6.11 Employ new roof moleriols fhof conyey o scole ond
|exlure similor fo fhose used trodilionolly.
o. When choosing o roof replocement moleriql, consider the

orchitecturol style of the struclure.
b. Composition shingle roofs ore generolly oppropriote

replocements for wood shingles on residentiol buildings.
c. Shingles thot contoin embedded photovoltoic syslems ore

olso oppropriote in dork colors.

6.12 Minimize fhe visuol impoct of skylighfs ond ofher
roo[top deyices.
o. A skylight thot is flush with the roof plone moy be

considered where it remoins visuolly subordinote.
b. Skylights should not interrupf the plone of the heritoge

roof, ond should be locoted below the ridgeline.
c. Locote electronic doto tronsmission ond receiving devices

to minimize impocls to the extent feosible.

Ireofme nt of Heritoge Resources

O)

@ Goble or Hip Roof Form

@ Attic Vent or Window

Q Chimney

@ Decorotive Roof Beom

@ Exposed Rofter Toil

Preserve q decorotive ond functionql
roof feoture.

g
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Treotmenf of Heritage Resources

6.13

6.14

6.15

6.16

Doors
The chorocter-defining feotures of o heritoge door ond its distinct
moteriols ond plocement should be preserved. When o new door is
needed, it should be in chorocter with the building. This is especiolly
importont on primory focodes.

Preserye fhe decorative ond funcfionol feofures of o
primory enfronce.
o. These include the door, door frome, screen door,

threshold, gloss pones, poneling, hordwore, detoiling,
tronsoms ond flonking sidelights.

b. Avoid chonging the position of on originol front door.

Mointoin fhe origin ol proporfions of a lroditionolly
significonf door.
o. Altering the originol size ond shope of o heritoge door is

inoppropriote.
b. Avoid odding sidelights when not port of the originol

conFrgurotion.

When replocing o door, use moferiols fhot qppeor
similor fo lhof of the originol.

When replocing o door, use o design fhof hos on
oppeoronce similor fo fhe originol door, or o door
ossociofe d with fhe building sfyle or type.

6.17 Do nof creofe o new enfronce on o primory elevolion
thot wos nof troditionolly there.
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Windows
The chorocter-defining feolures of o heritoge window, its distinct
moteriols ond its locotion should be preserved. ln oddition, o new
window should be in chorocter with the heritoge building.

6.18 Preserye the funclionol ond decorofive feotures of o
lrerifoge window.
o. Feotures importont to the chqrocter of o window include

its frome, sosh, muntins, mullions, glozing, sills, heods,

iombs, moldings, operotion ond groupings of windows.
b. Repoir fromes ond soshes rother thon replocing lhem,

whenever possible.

6.19 Preserye fhe posifion, number ond orrongemenf of
lrerifoge windows in o building woll.
o. On primory focodes, enclosing o heritoge window

opening is inoppropriote, os is odding o new window
opening.

6.20 Preserye the rotio of window openings to solid woll
on o primory focode.
o. Significontly increosing the omount of gloss on o

chorqcter-defìning focode will negotively offect the
infegrity of the structure.

6.21 Preserye fhe size ond proporfion of o herifoge
window opening.
o. Reducing on originol opening to occommodote o smoller

window or increosing it fo receive o lorger window is

inoppropriote.
b. Avoid converting on originol window to q door on o

visible focode.

6.22 Motch o replocement window to fhe originol in ifs
design.
o. Mointoin the size of the originol window opening.
b. lf the originol is double-hung, then the replocement

window should olso be double-hung or oppeqr to be so.
Motch the replocement olso in the number ond position of
gloss pones.

c. Motching the originol design is porticulorly importont on
k"y chorocter-defi ning focodes.

Treqtmenf of Heritoge Resources

g

Preserve the functionol qnd
decorotive feqtures of o heritoge
window including lhe frome, sosh,
munlins, mullions, glozing, sills,
heods, iombs, moldings, operotion
ond groupings of windows.

Preserve the position, number ond
orrongement of heritoge windows in
o building woll.
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Treotmenf of Heriloge Resources

6.23 ln o replocemenf window, use moferíols fhof oppeor
similor fo fhe originol.
o. Using the some moteriol os the originol is preferred,

especiolly on street-focing focodes. A substitute moteriol
moy be considered if the oppeoronce of the window
components will motch those of the originol in dimension,
profìle ond fìnish. However, vinyl is inoppropriote.

b. New glozing should convey the visuol oppeoronce of
troditionol glozing. lt should be cleor. Tronsporent low-e
type gloss is oppropriote. Metollic ond reflective finishes
ore inoppropriote.

6.24 Molch, os closely os possible, fhe profile of fhe sosh
ond ifs componenfs fo that ol fhe origin ol window.
o. A troditionol wood window usuolly hos o complex profile.

Within the window's cosing, the sqsh steps bock to the
plone of the glozing (gloss) in severol increments. These
ore importont detoils thot distinguish the octuol window
from the surrounding plone of the woll ond this proctice
should be continued.

6.25 Convey, os closely os possible, the cfiorocfer of
troditionol sosh divisions in o new window.
cr. Muntins thot divide o window into smqller pones of gloss

should be genuine on key focodes ond other highly visible
ploces.

b. Snop-on muntins locoted on the outside of o window moy
be used in secondory focodes but should hove o similor
depth ond shodow line.

c. Strips of moteriol locoted between pones of gloss to
simulote muntins ore inoppropriote.

6.26 When insfolling o new window,locofe if on o reor or
ofher non-cfiorocfer defining elevofion.

6.27 Where necessory, provide o sefbock in fhe design of
dropped ceilings, during on inferio r renovolion, Io
ollow for the full heighf of exísfing window openings.
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Porches
A porch is one of the most importont chorocter-defining elements
of o residentiol structure. lt provides visuol interest qnd influences
perceived scole. Preserve o porch in ils originol condition ond form.

6.28 Mointoin on origino I porch when feosible.
o. Mointoin the existing locotion, shope, detoils ond posts of

the porch.
b. Missing or deterioroted decorotive elements should be

reploced to molch existing elements; e.g., motch the
originol proportions qnd spocing of bolusters when
replocing missing ones.

c. lf enclosing o troditionol porch is desired, enclose it in o
monner thot preserves the chorocter of the originol porch
ond building. For instonce, this could include lorge sheets
of gloss ond recessing the enclosure well behind the
existing scrollwork, posts ond bolustrodes.

6.29 Repoir fhose elemenfs of o porch thot ore
deferiorofed.
o. Removing domoged moteriols thot con be repoired is not

oppropriote.

6.30 lf o porch hos been oltered, consider resforing if
bock fo ifs originol design.
o. lf the troditionol design of the porch is unknown, then

bose the design of the reslorotion on olher troditionol
porches on buildings of o similor orchitecturol style.

6.31 When replocing o porch is necessory, design if fo be
similor in chorocfer, design, scole ond moferiols fo
fhose seen frod itionolly.
o. The size of o porch should relote to the overoll scole of

the primory structure to which it is oltoched.
b. Bose the replocement design on historic documentotion if

ovoiloble.
c. Where no evidence of the trqditionol porch exists, o new

porch moy be considered fhot is similor in chorocter to
those found on comporoble buildings.

Trealmenf of Herifoge Resources

g

The top model illuslrotes o heritoge,
vernoculor house with on originol
porch thot hos been enclosed,
which is on inoppropriole treotment
The bottom model illustrotes o
replocemenl porch thot hos been
designed similorly to the origínol
porch, which is the preferred
opprooch, when documentotion is
qvqiloble.

I
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Trestmenf of Herifoge Resources

Moteriols
Primory heritoge building moteriqls should be preserved in
ploce whenever feosible. lf the moteriol is domoged, then limited
replocement which motches the originol should be considered.
These moteriols should never be covered or subiected to horsh
cleoning treotmenls.

6.32 Preserye on origin ol building moferiol.
o. Avoid removing originol moteriols thqt qre in good

condition.
b. Remove only those moteriols which ore deterioroted, ond

must be reploced.
c. Preserve mosonry feolures thot defìne the overoll heritoge

chorocter, such os wolls, cornices, pediments, steps ond
foundotions.

6.33 Repoir o deferioroted primory building moferiol.
o. Repoir by potcþing, piecing-in, consolidoting or otherwise

reinforcing the moleriol.

6.34 Wlren replocing moferiqls on primory surfoces, mofch
flre origin ol moteriol in composifion, scole ond finish.
q. lf the originol moteriql is wood clopboord, for exomple,

then the replocement moteriol should be wood os well. lt
should motch the originol in size, lhe omount of exposed
lop ond in finish.

b. Reploce only the omount required. For exomple, if o
few boords ore domoged beyond repoir, then only they
should be reploced, not the entire woll.

c. Do not slrip troditionolly-pointed wood surfoces to bore
wood lo ochieve o "noturol look."
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6.35 Do nol use synfhefic moferíols, such os oluminum,
vinyl or panelized brick, os replocemenfs for primory
building moferiols.
o. Do not reploce primory building moteriols, such os wood

siding ond mosonr¡ with synthefic moteriols.
b. Do not use modulor moteriols os replocement moteriols.

Synthetic stucco ond ponelized brick, for exomple, ore
inoppropriote.

6.36 Covering on originol building mqleriol with o new
moleriol is inoppropriofe.
o. Vinyl siding, oluminum siding ond new stucco ore

generolly inoppropriote on heritoge buildings. Other
imitotion moteriols thot ore designed to'look like wood or
mqsonry siding, fobricoted from other moteriols, ore olso
inoppropriote.

6.37 Consider removing loter coyering moferiols lhal hove
nof ocfiieved heritoge significonce.
o. Once the non-heritoge siding is removed, repoir the

originol, underlying mqteriql.
b. lf o structure hos o stucco finish, removing the covering

moy be diffìcult, ond moy not be desiroble. Test the stucco
to ossure thot the originol moteriol underneoth will not be
domoged.

Ireofmenf of Heritoge Resources
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Treatmenf of Heritoge Resources

Contemporory interpretotions
of troditionol fences should be
compotible with the trodilionol
conlext.

r

Mechonicol Equipment
The instollotion of mèchonicol equipment should not be visible on
the primory focode of o heritoge structure.

ó.38 lnsfoll heofíng ond oir condifioning unifs in window
fromes thoi ore nof on lhe primary focode of the
herifoge sfrucfure.

6.39 Screen pool-relofed mecfionicol equipmenf (such os
pool pumps) to minimize lheir visibility.

Fences
Heritoge site elements, such os fences, contribule to the chorocter
of o heritoge property ond should be mointoined. New site work
thot olters the heritoge chorocler of o property ond its site elements
should be ovoided.

6.40 Preserye on originol fence.
o. Reploce only those porlions thot ore deterioroted beyond

repoir.

6.41 Design o replocemenf fence fo be in chorocter wilh
flre originol ond wíffi fhose seen froditionolly.
o. The design of o fence thot defìnes o front yord is

troditionolly low to the ground ond tronsporent in nolure.
b. Contemporory interprelolions of troditionol fences should

be compotible with the heritoge context.
c. Note thot using no fence ot oll is often lhe most

oppropriote opprooch.
d. Design o retoining woll thot defines the front yord to be

low to the ground.
e. Design o replocement retoining woll to be of moteriols

troditionolly used to construcl o retqining woll.

.ar

l:¡i

|'l

Design o replocemenl fence to be in
chorocler with the originol ond with
those seen troditionolly.

Screen pool-reloted mechqnicol
equipment (such os pool pumps) to
minimize their visibility.
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Additions to Heritoge Structures
An oddition should be compotible with the primory structure ond
not detroct from one's obility to interpret its heritoge chorocler.

6.42 Ploce on oddifion of fhe reor of o building, or sef if
bocf< from the {ront, to minimize fåe yisuol impocfs.
o. This will ollow the originol proportions ond chorocter to

remoin prominent.
b. Where on oddition to q heritoge struclure is visible from

the public reolm, choose orchitecturol feotures - such
os windows ond doors - thot ore similor in profìle to the
orchilecturol feotures of the existing structure.

6.43 Design o new oddifion fo be o producf of ifs own
fime.
o. Do not ottempt to replicote the oppeoronce of the

heritoge slructure.

6.44 Design o new oddition fo respecf fhe moss ond scole
ol the originol sfrucfure.
o. An oddition should be simple in design to prevent it from

visuolly competing with the primory focode.
b. For o lorger oddition, breok up the moss of the oddition

into smoller modules thot relote to the heritoge house.
c. To keep the size of o higher moss os smoll qs possible, use

o lower plote height.

6.45 Design o new oddition fo respecf ffie herifoge
moferiols ond cåorocfer-defining feolures of fhe
herífoge sfrucfure.
o. Do not destro¡ domoge or obscure originol heritoge

moteriols.
b. Do not destroy, domoge or obscure heritoge chorocter-

defìning feotures.

6.46 Utilize o roof form for o new oddifion ffiof is in
chorocfer with lhe originol sfrucfure.
o. When construcling o rooftop oddition, keep the mqss ond

scole subordinote to the primory building.

Ireofmenf of Herifoge Resources

Plqce on oddition ot the reor of o
building, or set it bock from the fronl,
lo minimize visuol impocts.
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Figure 6,2¿ Designing on Addition to o Heritoge Structure
An oddition fo o property should be cleorly differentioted from the originol struclure ond be
subordinotely scoled os illustroted below.

Originol Sfructure
The one-qnd-o-holf story bungolow
illustroted ol the righl is o heritoge
slructure.

One-Story Aftoched
Addition
A one-story oddition is ot the reor,
ond wqlls ore set in.

One ond o Holf
Srory Addition w¡rh
Connector
The one-ond-o-holf story oddition
is oppropriote becouse it is set
bock ond cleorly differentioted
from the originol structure with q
conneclor.

"Comelbock" Style
Rooftop Addirion
The roof-top oddition illustroted
ot righl is oppropriote becouse it
is substontiolly set bock from the
street.

lnoppropr¡ote
Two-Sfory Rooffop
Addirion
The roof+op oddition is
inoppropriole becouse it
subslontiolly qlters the primory
fqcqde of the heritqge structure

Birds Eye View Street View

't
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Com m u n ity Workshop #l,Agenda
. Project lntroduction
o What are Design

Guidelines?
. What Makes Ross Ross?
. Tonight's Activity
o Adjourn



General Plan
2W7 -2025

Project lntroduction
Project Objectives

a

a

lmplement the Ross GP

ldentify design issues

ldentify and cla rllfy design
objectives

Develop design gu ideli nes
for residential zoned (Rl
properties

o

a

3.D llerclop lleû¡lcd DciF fficlhc¡ rd ßcq*mrttr Preperr

dcrþn guiüinr:¡ to bc r¡¡cd in thc dc:dg¡ rryicr¡' ptnccs¡.



Project lntroduction
Other Topics Not Addressed in this Project

o Historic preservation
o Demol¡t¡on prevention

o Toning changes
o General Plan changes
o Guidelines for non-residentially

zoned properties



Project lntroduction
Sched u le

STEP 4
Adoption

STEP 3
Design

Guidelines
Developmentl

Community
Review

STEP 2
Community

Ëngagement/
Guidelínes
Framework

STEP 1
Project

lnitiatíon/
Background

Review

Spring 20L8 SpringlSummer 2018 Summer/Fall 2018 Winter 2018

A.
o
 

'

o
A'

o
 

'

OT

o
 

'I
Winter & Company On-Site

ADR Group Meeting

Guidelines Draft



Project lntroduction
How to Get lnvolved and Make Your Voice Heard

Community
workshops
On-line
activities
ADR Group
meetings
Town Council
meetings
Contact Town

staff

a

O

o

o

o



Project lntroduction
How is Design Review
Conducted Tod ay?

o Projects are reviewed by

staff, ADR Group and
Town Council prior to
a pprova I

. Use General Plan
policies and zoning
ordinance as criteria

o No clear, illustrated
gu¡delines are available

+

+

+

ADR Group
Review

Town Council
ReviewDesign



Project lntroduction
How Can Design Guidelines Help?

o Document community
design objectives

o En ha nce pred icta bility
. Provide illustrations a nd

graph ics
. Assist staff , ADR Grou p

and Town Council in
design review

. Streamline the review
process

'::I¡

Figure 5.5. L,-t,-ì.:i: ¡ .sÈir-,;t.'cJ¡¡"i'

$ii r-¡,lli;i* f..: ilr* Sr.,i:,i. t.l'lìLì¡* l.; i/iC
f'¡ i:tl.ìi\ sii i1 --I' /irì.



What Are Design Guidelines?
Prescri ptive Standards vs. G uidelines

Prescri ptive Sta nda rds
. Quantitative/measurable. Clea r-cul/ predictable
. Easier to administer

Fxample: Build¡ng shall

t

Design Guidelines

Example: Articulate a building's
volume into smaller components
to reduce its perceived mass

. Qua litative

. Flexible

. Provide options

not exceed 25' in height



What Are Desi$n Guidelines?
General

. Describe existing
design cha racter

o ldentify objectives for
f utu re design

o Provide guidance for
specific topics

. Show options for
meeting the guidelines

. Provide illustrations
and examples

. Tailored to context

. Respond to varying
cond itions

Figure 5.7: Recommended Locations for Secondary Structures

The diagrams below illustrate the recommended location for a secondary sbucture. Thls includes
a shed, studio, 9arage or other type of buìlding. This table uses a 9arage as an example of a

secondary structure. A description of each scenario is prcvided and a " ./ ' ar " X" lndicates if
it is recommended ln a specific Character Aea. ïhe lot configuration and ne ghborhood contert
are also factors to consider. No¿e: For hidoric €sos,ces, cedain secaûdary âtucture placements may be
¡nàppropùate based an the fiyle of the ttuildlng. Pleae rcfs lo Ap?endix E: Aîchjtectural 3tyle Guíde. Chaptet 4 also
pþrides ñore ¡nfarñat¡on regarCing the buildiôg entry Iocatiah fot speajf¡c Chatader Aê¿s.

Detached Structure to the Rsar of Primary Structure (Visible {rom the Street)

Ihe *condâry sruclre is lo@¡ed !o the rear
of the site ând iÊ visible from lhe sùeet.

Detached Structure to thê Rear of Primary Structure (Not Visible from thê Streêt)
"The eGondary strucure is located to lhe reêr
of$e site, and plaed lully behind the rear of
rhe primary sru(ure.

Cha¡acts Areæ {CAs)

ö ö öÜûä

Chårds Are6 {Clß)

î;äËËä

Ch¿rætq A¡eæ (CAs)

cAl cA2 cA3 CAa eÁto catt

sgg

Attached Structure to thê Rear of Primary Structure (Not Visible from the Stræt)
The econdary strudure is located to the rear
of a1d â@ched to the prm¿ry s'udu€. t rs

g? HÈr¡dsb!¡s .r ...ì. ..: ì- ,:. i., ..,:

./ ./ ,/



What Are Desi
Ove rarch i ng Pri nci ples

gn Guidelines?

Ê¡rh*n*e th* pub/ic re*/¡:r.

Achieve Design Excellence,
Each development proposal in Healdsburg should express
excellence in design, This includes the use of high quality,
su sta inab le materia lsi ut i I izing h ig h q ua I ity construct ion methodsi
and paying attention to the details of the project and its design,
Thoughtful designs should enhance the character of Healdsburg,
be sensitive to its surround ing cÕntext and create an enjoyable
pedestrian-oriented exper ience,

Enhance the Public Realm.
All development projects should contribute to enhancing the
public realm. While the type of public realm differs based on the
Character Area, all projects shou ld provide visually interesting
and engaging architecture, and public späces, r¡/rere appropriate,
Sidevualks and public spãces should be designed to invite
pedestrian and public use through thoughtful planning and
design,

Maintain Healdsburg's Small-Town
Character.
Healdsburg's charm is enhanced by its small-tovvn character that is

established through a picturesque dou¡ntou¡-r, a variety of historic
resources and through its vvalkable core, hlew development
shou ld reflen and enhance th is small-town character by creating
design that enhancesthe public realm. that is appropriately scaled
to its context and that provides pedestrian-fccused featuresvr¡here
possible,Fnâçü,'à'çl å ¿:re ¡l i'r.,f-)r



What Are Design Guidelines?
Topics Typica I ly Covered

Site Design
. Building

placement
. Landscape design
. Parking location
. Site featu res

(fencing, etc.)
. Driveways
. Transitions to

neighboring uses

Fences and Walls
Fences and free-standing vr,alls are cornrnon. They are typically
located along side and rear lot lines and, on some occasions, the
front lot line. Fences and vr¿lls should be coordinated with the
overall site design of a propeìty, Materials should be compatible
with those used throughout the property. Where a fence or wall
is provided in front, it should be designed to maintain visibility
from the street to the house. These principles are more critical for
fences and walls in the front of a property that are visib le from the
street.

5.17 Design a wall or fence to permit views into the
property from the street.
a. Where a vr¡all is to be used as a foundation for a fence,

build it to a height of a maximum of one-third of the
total height of the fence and wall combined.

b. Where a vr¡all is free-stand ing and visib le from the street,
build it to a rnaximum height of 1 foÕt,

c, Ialler side wall fences on corner lots that act as privacy
fences are appropriate as permitted by the Land Use
Code.

5.18 Coordinate a fence or wall with the overall site design.
a. Create a fence or vrøll opening to lead to an internal

circulation system.
* This is especially important for multi-family

developments.
b. Avoid front yard fencesthat utilize exaggerated or

foftressing designs.

llse a fer,ce cr¡ r'va// r¡¡¿le¡i¿l fli¡l B

susla¡¡ì,a,b/* ar:d c+r:rp*tib/e r..lth
+rhe¡ ,bL' 'J,Jìrrtl a¡;,d s ile ,.naleri;/s.

Cçsrcl¡¡tzt* ¿ fe¡¡.:e or¡ v,a/J ryrtlr a¡
c.r,çlaJ/ ¡ i:e deå ;E¡l a.årrr:Êpl.

t3*sçn a gãlê l.Ì be ;nlÊg¡åtÊd
y..ith the .:ue¡a/i fp¡:,:e .'JÞs¡$r¡.



What Are Desi$n
Topics Typica I ly Covered

Gu¡delines?

Building Design
r ffiaterials
. Windows
o f ntry design
. Roofs
o ffiassing and

a rticu lation

'-:, r :':.: 
" 

:r": r,ì.( :
: ., a ', ,':,

:. lrr r..: ...: .' :'-. :-,r , :

Euilding Articulslion
Providing voriotion ¡n lhe building moss will minimize impocts on lhe
neighþorhood conlext ond neighbodng bLildings. For exÕmple. creot¡ng
affsels in iong wolls ond siepping down he¡rht on oll þuilding facÕdes ore
good design choices.

3.4 Usê foçade odiculolion lechn¡ques lo help o bu¡ld¡ng fit w¡th¡n lhe
scole of lhe $uroundirrg hisloric conlêxl.

Use verlicalond hor¡¡onlol wollolfFts {chahger in lhe wcll pk¡ne} io reduce
the overqll rçcle of o building 05 viewed from lhe 5kæ1,
UF verlícol ond hgr¡zcnlcl wolloffæts lo recuce lhe visuol¡mpqcl of long
Jidè wolloreq5 on ne¡ghbqing goperf¡es and lhe lreet.

,lr{t{ine anicutolion in Coæerv{$r Disklc-ls

Two-slory build¡ng wilh verticol ond
horizonlol orliculolion
lhis new twstory beildìng refecl! o
s¡m¡lor moss ond ço,e to icdiî¡onol
buìlding lrymr locqied ¡¡ the neighbq-
hood- lo help breck up lhê rcss lhê
woil ploñe ¡s offsei ond fhe hebht sì€ps
down ol lhe m¡dpo¡fi| cl lhe bui*Jing
mQ s5.

One-ond -o -holf slory build¡ng w¡lh
verlicol ond hsizonlol otliculofi on

th¡r new on+ond-o.holf Jiqy bv¡lding
reiecls a sìmìlar rcs9 ond role lg iro-
ditionol bu¡lding füns locoted ìn lhe
ne'rghbøhood. fo help þ€ok up lhe
mo$ the wsll p¡cne ¡9 otf:et ond the
heighl steps down at lhe midpo¡nl af
the buildìng mo$.

One-slory building with verlicol
ond horizonlol orliculolion
Ihis new on6siory bu¡¡d¡ng refleclr o
s¡m¡lor mors ond rcqle lq lradiì¡onol
bvilding forms locoted in the neighbd-
hood. To help breok up lhe rcss ihe
woll pbne i5 offsel ond o 5moller bvild-
¡ng mo$ plo¡æls irom ìhe íont ohd
reqr woll plones.

_., a

-.1

''';¡¡-



What Are Desi$n Guidelines?
Format
. Design Topic
. lntent Statement
. Design Guideline
o Additional lnformation
. Sub-area Considerations
. Graphics/lllustrations
. Sideba rs/ References

FIGURË 1.3: SAMPLE DESIGN GUIDELINE

0 Desi.gn Topíc Building Setback and Placement
Descflb€6 the topic area rhår rhe deÉign
guidelines fail wrrhin.

O Design Guideline
Descnbes the design ou¡come. Guidelines

lntent Statarnent
Explains rhe desired outcorne and provldes
a basis for the subsequerr gurdeliñes. The
intent slaterneft is the most imponanr
componenr Tor each design ropic and
may be met in ways other than üe design
guideiines. ll no guidelines address a
specific desrgn issue, the ,nten sialement
wll b¡e uçed to determrne ãppropnateness.

The uni{a:n'¡ aliEnmen: of ouìldings along rradìtionai
residential blocks prorldes a sense o{ enclosure anci
a com{ortable pedestrian scale. When houses have
simìlar setbacks, a visuaì continuìty cccurs. ,4. nerr
house should be placed to reflect ths establishsi
setbacks along a blocl:"

1.1 Locate a building within the range ol
established setbacks on a block.

a. Where {rr:nt yard setbacks are unì{orm.
align a new buiiding rvith its neighboring
buildìngs"

' This is paticularly irrpocant in Cha¡acter
Area 1, çrere tradit¡Õnål residêntiål
buildings comprise the rnajority oí
deveiopment.

o
ðre sequentially numbered rn each chapter.

Additîonal lnlor matîo n
Provides bullet lists of appropriate and
inappropriate støteE¡es for meetrng the
inrent ol rhe gurdeline.

e Character Area Specific
5t¿tements
Call-ours identify v$en a desrgn guideline
is especrally imponam for a Characer Area.

fl lrnaoes\t 
Cianry"the rntenr ofthe guÌdeline by
illu$rôdr.€ ¿pprÇpriare ånC ¡nappropr¡åte
design solutions.

g Appropriate
lûìðges mârked !¡th a check
illusûate âppropriåte desiEô
solú¡Õns-

6) lf"iffi,.fåii ån x ¡,usrråre
inäppropriare desgn solutions

n 1; :t. .rlisbr¡rq l

,'-¡;:a¡* ; i:-''¿rro ,,r¡¡i:,r -l: :¿r,:* .:í:s:a:,':f :a! :è:nêi.::
(:1'r å ï;.tt::it



What Makes Ross Ross?
What Drives Ross's Ch aracter?

o Townwide ch aracteristics
. Ne¡ghborhood level characteristics
o Site level characteristics
o Bu¡ldin{ level characteristics



What Makes Ross Ross?
Townwide Design Ch aracteristics

o Informal Experience
Diverse Arch itectu re
Connection to Nature
Sense of Discovery
Lush and Varied Landscape
Topographic Diversity
Small Town Scale
Walkable Experience
Low Lot Coverage
lntermingling of Size, Scale and Lot Size
Detail and Craftsmanship
Mix of Traditional and Contemporary

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

a

o

'l littrrr

Architecture



What Makes Ross Ross?
Neigh borhood Level Design Ch aracteristics

. Topography
o Streetscape character



Topography and views
I

'|



Street edges



Street edges



Street edges



Street edges
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What Makes Ross Ross?
Site Level Design Ch aracteristics
. Building placement/setback
. Building orientation
o Front yard design
o Connectivity to street
. Driveway and garage design/location
o Public realm interface (fences, walls, gates, landscaping etc.)



Variety in street edge

¡
3I



Front yard fences and hedges
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Fences and hedges



Hedges and fences



Site walls and planti ngs



Gates
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Gates and fences



Gates and Fences
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Layered landscapes



Layered street edge
.*{

s.r
¡)i

{l':1
1*---*"1- -. i:- "



Layered street edges



Layered views
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Layered street edges
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Ga rages
lntegrated
into the
a rch itectu re
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Side yards

o Fence as buffer



Driveways

o Drive and
walkway
combined



What Makes Ross Ross?
Bu¡lding Level Design Ch aracteristics

. Massing and form

. Materials

. Details

. Garage design



Varied massing
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Varied massing
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Varied massing
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Materials
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Materials

Combined
with muted
colors
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Arch¡tectural
details



Arch¡tectural
details
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Porches
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Tonight's Activlties
Goals

Help us u ndersta nd

what makes Ross
specia I

ldentify design
topics to address in
the guidelines
Cla rify objectives for
design
ldentify how new
buildings can best
fit with Ross's
cha racter

O

o

a



Tonight's Activ¡ties
Getting lnput lndividual Activity (postcard)
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Täe Che¡acter of Ross



Tonight's Activlt¡es
Getti nfl lnput Small Grou p Activity (activity sheet)

TOWN OF RO55 DESIGN GUIDEtINES: WORKSHOP Í1

ACTIVITY 2: ToP 3 ToPICS T0 ADDRESS (r0 MrilurEs) ACTIVITY 4: FITTING lil {20 unurEs)
Rt$ aq¡tinueg lo $p€rÉ¡ce iNe*ment in ew b!¡ld¡nts, ¡dditrons lo si5¡19 burldi¡t! àñd rcnovàtig¡! É¡t¡y feedbåct
tndiøtes th¡t sme 0f the re5ulB fit in mll ùith Ro5l5 chaÊder ¡nd Þerhåps sw othe6 do ¡of . \^rbrt wiìh |our Sfoup
to rdåndfy rhe top (h@ Îôpicrloðdd.eùÈ ir the ûe* d€áB! gûidêlinË.

the dei8nSüidÈl¡ne5 will proude d¡redion tor ilo* nùwd*glopñer¡ ¡nd rend¿l¡o¡ra¡n ¡inlur!(ompôìibrùly $¡th Fü]sJ's

r¡erðder*hrle sll ¿l¡owlrgtorcrea¡vilt ¿nd pe600¡l prelerence. Âmone othÈrthìnEs, lhß iilcluctes ðrc¡îeclurðl chôr¡(tÊr.
A buildirg\dtsldt r@l fo.û,liËdr der€ry d.Þiliñtaôd othe.lðûoñ ¡n{ìuÊñ(e iltàr¡hitêdurâl chlråcter nevie lhe
photos ¿nd ¡dentiiy rhô$ thål @uld succss!fully "fit ìù' with âors ¡¡d ìndic¿te *hy A¡lo rÌote (lp* th¿¡ Muld not lìt in

ðñd e¡pJðin wty. ll Te ttlink the ùchileduröl char¡cltr shlM ¡n r¡ rru8e wauid BgeralTlit;ñ, but lhere ¡9 lone ôrFr(!
of it th¡t @uld be ou¡ ôf chrr¡(ei pleale ûote tfììi in the sÞàæ prqlided. for âll ôf :hÈ ph¡lorJhe¡ beioq ¡r5rme th¡l
the hôue ¡i ciliblè from the street-

TOPtCS

ACTIVITY 3: EDIT THE DRAFT 0VERARCHIt{G

DESIGN Pßlt¡CIPLES (25 iililurEs)
lhe tollow$g over¡nh¡ûg d!1i&n pnnciples ær€ drelted b¡æd on e r€view of ¡hc Towil's tiÈñaral Pl¿¡. ¡ônin8 rèBubrìons
¡rd der¡8ñ revièw pol¡cre1. a! thq oâoe rñplis, ¡n over¿rchine pdn(ipl€ ir onè lhêt ¡pplies to lhe Tos^ oveGll ård i1

relev¡¡t ts ¿ll d€velopment. Wùrk wth yùrBroup 10 ùd¡Ì ¿nd/cr ådd b ¡he ourarch¡¡¿ principles. Àe ¡ny k€V pfinciplF
mi$¡ng? lj there ¿nYlliots ro c,¡rifv? Us t¡e 5$¡æ prùe¡ded to êdit thè ¡crt, add.l¡rilic¿tion or p@vide ¡ddioon¡l priñiptos
th¡t should be lollôwed b¡/ dew¡oprent i¡ ßo¡!.

1},a! rÙ,r <ter u il \lt'tj

ffi
.- -.. *ilï-
-.t I

-EÞ-..-:i'$,¡

workshop f1: May 8th,20t8
*''1H".:iJLï:.':-iå[ïHil: uf ik



Tonight's Activities
Gettinf, lnput lndividual comment sheets

75t
rgwN
ROSS

TOWN OF HOSS DESIGN GUIDELI].¡ES
WORKSHOP #1
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
He¡d¡ Scoble, Planni¡g Manager-Town of Ross

14151453-¡453 x121

PLEASE USE THIS SHEET TO PROVIDE COMMENÌS ON THE PROJECT, IDEAS FOR
DESIGN IN ROSS OR ANYTHING ËtSE lHAI IS ON YOUR MIND! YOU MAY RETURN THIs
COMMENI SHEET TO THE CONSULTANT TEAM OR A TOWN STAFF MEMBER BEFORE
YOU IEAVE THIS EVENING. YOU MAY AISO EMAIT YOUR COMMENTS TO TOWN STAFF
LAT€R ON. THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING!



Tonight's Activlties
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ATTACHMENT 4



OWN OF ROSS DESIGN GUIDELINES: WORKSHOP $1

¡
I - I

Write a postcard from Ross to an old friend that has not been to Town lately. Describe for them what you value about the charac-
ter of the Town in terms of natural features, neighborhoods and architectural character. Complete the postcard individually.

I I
I

GREETINGS
FR@NÆ

R@SSI

The Character oî Ross



tOWN OF ROSS DESIGN GUIDELINES: WORKSHOP #1

I¡ I

ACTIUITY 2: ToP 3 T0PICS T0 ADDRESS rr0 MTNUTES)

Ross continues to experience investment in new buildings, additions to existing buildings and renovations. Early feedback
indicates that some of the results fit in well with Ross's character and perhaps some others do not. Work with your group
to identify the top three topics to address in the new design guidelines.

ÏOPICS:

AGT¡VITY 3: EDIT THE DRAFT OVERARCHING

DESIGN PRINCIPLES (2s MTNUTES)

The following overarching design principles were drafted based on a review of the Town's General Plan, zoning regulations
and design review policies. As the name implies, an overarching principle is one that applies to the Town overall and is

relevant to all development. Work with your group to edit and/or add to the overarching principles. Are any key principles
missing? ls there anything to clarify? Use the space provided to edit the text, add clarification or provide additional principles
that should be followed by development in Ross.

7. MA'NIAIN THE "SMALL TOWN" FEEL
. Ma¡ntâin existing scale. low-dens¡ty development and open

space

7, CONTR'BUTE TO THE LANDSCAPE
. Maintain the tree canopy; ma¡nta¡n and enhance the

"greenness" of the Town

2. PROVIDE EXCELLENCE IN DESIcN
. Promote high qualìty design that enhances the commúnity

8, RESPECT AND WORK WITH TOPOGRAPHY
. Relate to current landforms; avoid excess cut and fill

3. DESIGN IN HARMONY WIîH NATURE
. Work with naturâl s¡te condit¡onsj design to embrâce the

phys¡cal environment

9. PROTECT IMPARTANT VIEWS
. Preserve views of h¡llsides, ridgel¡nes ând lândmarks

4. ÐESIGN EUILDINGS IO FIT WITHIN THF COMMUNITY
. D¡scourage ¡ndìvidual buildiñgs that dominâte the townscape

TO,RESPECT H ISTAR IC RESOU RCES

. Maintain h¡storic resources; ensure compatibilìty wìth them

5. RESPECT NÊ¡GHBORiNG PROPERTIES ANÐ PRIORITIZE
PR'VACY

. Protect the pr¡vacy of neighboring properties

ll.PROMOTE PUSLIC ANÐ PERSONAL SAFETY IN DESIGN
. Enhance res¡lience to threats from fires and floods

6, E NCOU NAGE SUSTA'NABLÉ D EVE LOP M E NT
. Protect the environment; encourage Low lmpact Deve¡opment

Workshop #1: May 8th, 2018

12.ADD YOUR owN (tF DESTREÐ]:-



TOWN OF ROSS DESIGN GUIDELINES: WORKSHOP #1

II
t

AGTIUITY 4: FITTING lN (20 MtNUTES)
The design guidelines will provide direction for how new development and renovations can ensure compatibility with Ross's

character while still allowing for creativity and personal preference. Among other things, this includes architectural character.

A building's materials, roof form, façade design, detailing and other factors influence its architectural character. Review the
photos and identify those that could successfully "fit in" with Ross and indicate why. Also note those that would not fit in

and explain why. lf you think the architectural character shown in an image would generally fit in, but there is some aspect
of it that would be out of character, please note this in the space provided. For all of the photos shown below assume that
the house is visible from the street.

Facilitated by: Winter & Company
Scott Lewis Landscape Architecture

SL
LAWI
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TOWN OF ROSS DESIGN GUIDELINES
WORKSHOP #1
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
Heidi Scoble, Planning Manager-Town of Ross
hscoble@townofross.org (415)453-1453 xt2t

PTEASE USE THIS SHEET TO PROVIDE COMMENTS ON THE PROJECT, IDEAS FOR
DESIGN IN ROSS OR ANYTHING ELSE THAT IS ON YOUR MIND! YOU MAY RETURN THIS
COMMENT SHEET TO THE CONSULTANT TEAM OR A TOWN STAFF MEMBER BEFORE
YOU LEAVE THIS EVENING. YOU MAY ALSO EMAIL YOUR COMMENTS TO TOWN STAFF
LATER ON. THANKS FOR PARTICIPATING!
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Town of Ross
Design Gu¡delines

S Public Open House
March 26,zOLg



Tonight's Agenda
. Welcome
. Project Overview & Updates
. Design Guidelines Walk-Through
. Next Steps
. Open House

i

I
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Project Overview & Updates
Process to-date
. ln itia I resea rch a nd Strategy Report
. Community Workshop#L
. Coordination with the ADR Group
' Ad m in istrative d raft of the design gu idelines
o Public review draft of the design guidelines

f,

> a-, f
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Project Overview & Updates
PROJECTSCHEDULE

STEP 2:
COMMUNITY

ENGAGEMENT/
GUIDELINES

FRAMEWORK

PROJECT INITIATION
STEP 1: STEP 3:

DESIGN
GUIDELINES

DEVELOPMENT

STEP 4:
ADOPTION

ADR GrouB
MeetlngS

Communlfy
Vtforkshop

DÊdgn
Guldeillne Dlatu

Flnal Deal€n
Guidellnso Edlb

Strate€y
Report

Dæl$t
Guidollnos

Outllne

Gsmmunlty/ADR Adoptlon
Procoss

WE ARE HERE!



Prel i m i n ary St rategy Report
o Evaluated ch aracter
o ldentified Contexts and "Character Drivers"
. Outlined overayching design pr¡nciples

Building Details
. Woll ooeninos ore reoulorlv

spoced ond Ëove troditionríl
proporlions

Materials and Colar Palette
. Extorior rnoteriols ore noturol

wood shinqles; the color
polette is nätr¡rol

Massing and Form
. Buildino moss is moderolelv

orticulõted with loroe dorniers
' Roof is o troditionof pitched

fsloped] form
Garage Design

' Goroqe is desioned m motch
the pimory hoüse



Pre I i m i n ary St rate€y Repo rt
Character Drivers

Neighborhood Level
. Topography
o Streetscape

character

Site Level
. Build¡ng orientation
. Front yard design
. Connectivity to

street
. Etc.

Building Level
. Massing and

form
. Materials
r Details
' Etc.

r:'t _:r'a "d



Workshop #L
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"The shingled houses remind me of houses
bock eost. They ore oll sizes ønd shapes -
but each seems to søy hello - just like our
neighbors at the post office where we pick
up our moil."

ROSSs
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Workshop #1, r Common Themes
. lmportance of landscaping
. Maintain diversity in architecture
o lmportance of "small-town" ch aracter
o Traditional materials preferred
o Provide flexib¡lity in the gu idelines

ll¡tL



Design G u idel i nes Wal k-Th rough
Town of Ross

DESIGN GUIDETINES L. lntroduction
2. Town of Ross

Ch aracter
3. Overarching Design

Principles
4. Site Design

Guidelines
5. Building Design

Guidelines
6. Treatment of

Heritage Resources

lh¡--
Òr-"

Public R¡vbw Drofi
Fcbruory 22,2019
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Chapter 7-, I ntrod uction

o

a

a

Explain purpose of
Design Guidelines
Review background
policy
Outline review process

and document structure

The Design Review Process
These ore the steps in securing design review opprovol:

l. Meet with town stoff eo
Þiscuss the ganerol opprooch ond o
guidelines.

in proiect
cotion of tha design

rly
ppli

2. Preoore the desiqn proposol
Provide iufftcient informoti,ìi r" 

"nobl" 
informed decision-moking.

Stoff will review the opplicotion for complaleness ond ploce the

proieci on the ogendo for on ADR meeling.

3. Meet with the ADR group
The ÅDR will discuss the proiecl with the opplicant ond suggast
modiftcotions ös opprop.iate. Tha ADR will then molce o formol
rôcommêndotion.

4, Stoff preÞores o report
The report w¡ll hlgHighr how tlie proiect complies with the design

guidelines ond oddress ony issues fhat the ADR moy hove roi¡ed.

5. Attend the Town Council heoring
The Town Csuncil will consider the stoff reporl with the ADR
rêcommenduliont and oct on the proposol.



Chapter 2. Town of Ross Ch aracter
Ross Contexts
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Chapter 2. Town of Ross Character
. Ross Contexts
. Ch aracter Drivers & Photo Observations
. Ch aracter Analysis
. Factors that may influence the application of guidelines

Topogrophy
¡n Jreoîwitir ståep terroin, buildings ore often set bock forther from lhe street ond mgy not even be
visible frorn the public reqlrn, ln thãse situotions design topics such os building entry design, detoiling
ond tron*por"n.)r moy be less importont to considet. Other topics such os street adge chorocter, fronl
yord design snd connectivity to the street moy be more importont"



Chapter 2. Town of Ross Ch aracter

Guidance specific to
ind ividual Ross Contexts
(excerpt from Chapter 4)

Primcrry Building Plocement
A building ¡hould be ploccd in o wcy thut i¡ considarotc of its
contexl. Whare thoro ir on a*toblishEd poltcrn of building ¡atboclcs,
cuch o* in the Con¡hoined Grid Naighborhood conlaxl, o now
building chould ba ploced to olign with Ìhc existing buildings ond
r¡flect th* poftern on the bloch. Whcro thorc is no c¡þblishud
¡etbock pottrrn or o poltarn thot provider flrxibility in ratboclc
on lhr rita, buildingr rhould ba plocad in o woy thot ßtr with thc
topogrophy of the ¡ita. Thir ir aspeciolly ralevont in tha Minor
Strtst R*lotion¡hip/Moderolc Slope ond fntry Elcment Strrat
Relotionship/S igniûcont Slope contexls.

4.3 locofe o buildíng wiffrin ffie esfoblished ronge of
sefboclrs on q blocfr qnd orienf it fo flre sfreel when o
visibfe connecfion is possible.
n. Whera front yord selbnclc¡ ore uniform, olign o new

building wilh neighboring structures.
n This is porticulorþ importonl in the Conshoined Grid

Neighborhood snd the Skong Streel Relqtionilrip/Flot
context.

b. locote o building to moinlqin tha ¡ide yord spocing
pottern olong lha street, where on sstoblished pottern
exists.

4.4 locqfe o buifding fo minimize disfurbqnce lo fhe
nofurol fopogruphy.
o. On sitas with q steap slope, locole the building to

complement tha topogruphy.
* This is especiolly importont in thc Minor Street

Relotionshipr/Moderole Slope ond Entry Element Streel
Relotionship/Signifi cont $lope contexts.



Chapter 3. Overarch¡ng Desi$n Principles

a Establish baseline for community's design expectations and
vtsron

Contribure þ the londscope
Tha Torryn of R.oss is home to o divarsa londrcope ond noturol
resources. lts tree conopy ond signoturs ogreenness"' ore key
feotures of the town ond should be mointoined ond enhanced. Naw
plonting designs should utilize ond emphosize trees os o dominont
londscope element. Objecfives for othoctive londscoping should be
boloncod with ftre-reloted safety considerotions.

Thoughtful design ¡hould enhonce
the choroctsr of Ross, be sensitive to
its surrounding context ond creole
an enir:yoble padestrion-oriented
experience.

New infill development should
mointsin this relotionship by working
with the noturol environmenl, loking
odvorrtcge of hillside feotures ond
ovoiding êxcess cut and 6ll on o site.

Design in Hsrmony w¡rh Noture
Ross's existing buildings worlc with the noturollondscnpe,
highlighting its rolling hills ond lu¡h, voried lcndscope olong lhc
strael. New inftll development should rnointoin thi¡ r¿lstionship by
working with the nofurol onvironmenl, loking odvontoge of hillside
fectures ond ovoiding excêis cul and 6ll on o sifè.

Design Buildings to Fit fhe
Commun¡ty
Ross's residenñol anvironmenf is on eclsctic mix o[ troditionol
buildings ond contempororl new development, nestled into
londrcopa. New devalþpmÉnt ¡hould ba ¡en¡itiva to the cxisling
built cnvironmenl ond oldar buildings thot reprasenl Ros¡'s horitogc.
New development ¡hould ol¡o be do:igned to conhibute ùo thc
axisting conlaxl through lhe use of scols, morsing, form ond othar
faoturo¡. lndividuul buildings should not dominota tha londscapa"



Chapter 4. Site Design Guidelines
a Refers to the arrangement, placement and

orientation of bu ild ings a nd site featu res
Focuses on the interface with the public realma

FÍgure 4. I ¡ Exqmpl" Building Orientqtion3 When Cloge To A Street
Depending on contexl. o ronge^ of building orientctions moy be oppropriote for nen¡ development. The diogrorns
below illurlrote o variety of building orientotions, eoch of which moy be cppropriote, depending on context,

Building orienÌed toword
ond front woll porollel
with the street.

Building orienled toword
ond front woll porollel
with the streei"

Front woll porollel to the
slreet, with side enhonce.

Front woll not porollel to
the street" This orientotion
could be oppropriote on
o sloping site.



Chapter 4. Site Design Guidelines

4.36 lncclrporofe plonfings fhqf creqte o loyered look from
fåe sfreef fo fhe home fo creote ü $ense of entry fo
the building"
cr. Consider incorporcting low-scole trees {generolly 12''25'

in height) thot scresn o home from the street ond frome
views, but thot do not fully obscure o home frorn Ìhe

skeet"
b" lnclude foundotion-scole plontings thot provide o tronsition

behreen tha Font yord ond the home.

4.37 Wifhín the Found<rfion Pfonfíng oreo, incorporofe
plontings thof vísuolly connecf s house fo ífs sife.
o. Utilize plonh ronging from 3t"-42" in height. However,

where the enfry or porch is roised, incorporoie plonts thot
molch the height of the floor level of the porch.

b. Foundotion plonling should olso comply with the Wildlond
Uôon lnterfoce stondords when they ore opplicuble.

4.38 Where o properfy fs locofed wifhin o Wildfond Urhan
lnterfocê zone, foflow fhe Fire Disfricf sfclndords for
free ond plonf selecfion ond plocemenf.

Sife Design

Consider incorporoting low-scole
trees {generolly 12'^25' in height)
thot screen o home from the streel
ond frome views. but thot do not fully
obscure o home from the sfreet.

Within the Foundstion Plonting üreö,
incorporote plontings thot visuolly
connect o house lo its sile.



Chapter 4. Site Desigln Guidelines
Sife Desígn

Typicol Components of o Loyered Londscope Effect

Properiy
Line

Low Shrub
Areo

tence ond
Woll Area

Modercte
Shrub Areo

Front Gorden
Areo

toundction
Plonling Areo



Chapter 4. Site Design Guidelines

Site Design

fû.& llrc lcfcï tlpt lor ¡¡l P¡+rrtlo¡
?rovide on irrigoted lcrdupe lor tåe 6nr 30' çr¡und o *rucàre.
Arori urhg p¡¡opiry'lic iÊrc*mel ph¡ts.
Rffi q¡it,ilg pfr€+hy¡t phat¡, inc{uding lK.
*r¿rm drd ¡*d fffi ÌrË 6ôe¡6 lt$t mrhcng roolr ond

&"q Ëoc} or rlin næ cmgie rlnr ovchcng mk ood
cl,inno¡a whet horibtr
tæ undcrbru¡h ond fmooblt ¡i¡bri¡.
Conräø urìng Fuclir¡qt* mrt¡d! for r¡¡¡ris ¡¡+ fcôi¡ß ¡ch
og*, lcm*ødw&.

lnterfoce Standordg
lnforrnotiÕn on the criterio for
rneeting the Wildlond Urbon
lnterfoce Smndords con be viewed
using the following link:

http: / 'www.rossvolleyfrre.org /
prevenfion/stondords

un

Wfdcdl¡b¡rr
hilrllcrl¡tnd¡rdr
l¡lqmiron o ttr¡ trihe rio for
wering the \rlifdlond Urbm
tnrrfw Slondord¡<p bc vic¡td
u;lg Ar loli{¡rhg lol:

hæ .r¡uw. rusof ¡¡rlrg.::¡g.l
r¡ce¿¡r.g,l¡l¡¡udddt

ldlire lm&toPìag ruwiois rìrol
ûinim;rø th€ n€êd Í6r btíEd;oñ.

Crñhrd dlotìò¡r íìor moirhil.o
*n* ol rodnomi iront yotdr oí

Front Yord Desion
A lond¡qpod lræi yõa ¡s oñ inpslont fætuæ in ¡e¡idæti<d
ocigåbor}rocdr thwgrhorl Rorl. Thc frut ¡ord proids o rpool
lhû. rapqrnlor o homr hm the Fub*c mulm ond goviri* o *o*
ef Ðlry þ lhè propcrty. F olro prwido vi:ucl interut olong
fi{ rlËtt. A frml yord slradd b. dtdgned to cmplernmt tirc
orchl¡dr¡ro md rlrc sila, md lo incorFfi(*É ño¡urËl P¡ôôfings, ond
nioimi:r iordrcapc qnd ühc¡ runofÍ. Thr moiority of froa yords
in Ros* inøprsto o mngr cf plonling ncl,rrioir including rmoll
**s ond lor y'aoli*gr. l{owwtr, I ir inportcnt to reægni* thct
hmt ytrd chcroct¡r ond lølhgr wy bo*d m {od{ù¡t otåo.
11* mþrly of iie gpi¡l¡l$r¡ thot f'dloç fæc¡ m tlc flst lÞ¡4:
of n*ls¡iot b*ilc[agr $d on highly vi¡iH¡ *m Trç ¡lrooL Ön
poprtior lo**rd ro o ì¿rf{dsd Urtø l¡*¿rfoø rm*" lcndræpirg
¡hould br ruâ*inad *d $ould b¿ dc:igr'*d b se¡ordü:c¡ wilh
wildtød Urbon lãtôrfoda rløadorde ra ñi{ift¡¡e ihc ri* ol Rrc.

.{.35 MojnJuin o lsndrcqpad frc¡l yo¡d.
c- Crçc#n ¡óbli*s *ìot rc¡ido¡ñ o ms of ¡rodiri*ol

¡or*r ora cocmgcd.
b. Mqír*sin n¡ibi'lity frø Ñs ttreú þ the

'Wlrik ùi: i¡ swkl ls cs¡c¡l ItÞ
€m¡r¡oiæd 6r¡d
rekrimlip./Fbr,
crc* gd¡ or tlg

d*Êqå
thã S*mg $tr*t

fø contal
$k.ât Rclo{m¡¡úp/

S¡gñ¡ôç.d
c Ulili:g ri¡úmi¿c lhe ¡¿¿d.f,or irþoriæ.
d. snænr qf hord srfsco in o fror* yord lo

fc¡ribk. lÂ/heæ o ho¡d s¡foo i¡ n*dod lr
o¡ n|¡dr <irololim. ircøpaoÞ gcrmtobl*

poving lcclniqurr xc* or opajoior pcvirg. Bo 3rc
* Provide on irrigoled lqndscope for the fint 30' oround o structure.

' Avold us¡ng pyrophyt¡c {fire'prone} plonts-
r Remove ex¡st¡ng pyrophy'ic plonls, including trees.
r Remove deod *oó¡ fiom tree conopies fhot overhong roofs ond

chimneys"
r Prune bo.k or thin tree conopies thot overhong roofs ond

chimneys, where feosible"
. Remove underbrush ond ffomrnoble debris-
. Considêr using fire-resistont moleriols for êxl€rior siþ fèotures such

os gotes, fences ond wolls.

51 lo*¡ cf R¡¡s D*ig* Guidelines



Chapter 5. Building Desi$n Guidelines
o Addresses the visual ch aracter of a structure, including

the arrangernent of design features, scale, massing and
the relationship to surrounding development.

Figure 5.5¡ Appropriate Roof Form¡
The forms shown below sho.,v comrnon roof forms saen In Ro¡s. Other olhcr roof brms moy
Roof Form inlcnl statarnent <¡bove" Conrult wïrh Town stoff obout lhe use of olternofve rooi

Goble Hipped

FloÌ Shed

ba compctîble if thcy slill mcst úc
brnr¡-

:j--.*'.*¡s$e¡à



Chapter 5. Bu¡lding Desi$n Gu¡delines

Building Design

g Bu¡ld¡ng Moss, Scqle ond
Articulotion
The overoll size, height ond form of o building ond ils components

help determine how it is perceived. Although o building moy be
lorger thon odiocent ones, it should not be monolithic in scole or
..rãt" o iorring controst, especiolly in contaxts where the streel
grid ond relotiånship between odiocenl buildings is o key feoture.
ln order to reduce the perceived moss ond scole of o building,
o voriety of orticulotion techniques cðn be opplied. Building

orticulotion techniques include verticol or horizontql chonges in
moteriuls, color, woll plone offsets, one-story elements or olher
elements thot reduce ihe perceived size of o building. While some

orticulotion rnethods reduce tha perceived building moss by utilizing
humon-scole components, others reduce the octuol building moss

ond scole b)r chonges in haight or wall plones. Where o building is

locoted neör c shored reor or side lot line, voriotion in mossing moy
be particulorly importont. Potantiol orticulotion rnethods ore shown

in Figures 5.1 qnd 5.2.

5.t Design o ne$/ building to be simple in moss ond form.

5.2 Design s new building fo be ín scale wiffr odiocenf
buífdings.

BE

a

HE

HH

a
til
I i.:l;iilIL_r
/t _1' j

+ !.:

,,, .¡

1i

Design o new building to be simple
in rnoss ond forrn. The lop illustrotion
shows o new building thot uses
simple forms, whereos the building
shown below incorporotes too man)'
forms ond becomes too complex.



Chapter 5. Bu¡lding Desi8n Guidelines
Fþure 5. l: Fronf Woll Articulotion ftbfhod¡
The.folloîing-models illushote somê woys o building mo3s con be voried to reduca the perceir¡ed rnoss ond ùo ralote
to lhe scole of odiocent buildingt. A photo occomponies eoch rnodel f'o show o built exomple of the orticulotion
method.

FronÌ Woll Offsel Fronl Woll One-Story Element Front Woll Stepbock



Chapter 6. Treatment of Heritage Resources

a These guidelines address properties that are not
officially designated as "histo ric" but are valued as part
of Ross' heritage.

Ireofment of Herifoge Resources

Heritoge Preservotion Principles
ond Best Proctices
When considering proiacts involving heritoge rêsourcei, o set
of preservotion principles cpplies regordless of proiect typa or
property type. Conrider the following principles in oddition lo
guidelines in this chopter.

Respect the originol design chorocter of the
building.
Do not try tc chonge the rtyle of a heritogÊ re3ource or moke the
slructure look older thcn its ocluol oge. Confusing lhe chorocler
by mixing elemenfs of different styles con weoken the oppeorüncô
ond heritoge quolity of the ¡kucture. Likewise, when conslructing
on oddition, do nof hy to emulote o heritage sþle to moke fhe
oddition look older thon ih octuol oge. Additions should relote to
the originol building in generol mossing ond scale, but should be
distinguishoble. Additions should be designed ond locoled to be
subordinote [o the originol s]ructure. An oddition should be locoted
Ìo the reor of the originol shucture whenevar possible, ond to the
side when the reor is not possible, in order to minimiza the viribility
of the addition"

Respecl the origincl design chorocter
of the building.



Chapter 6. Treatment of Heritage Resources

Roof
The charscler of o heritoge roof should be preserved, including its
form ond moteriols, wheneyer feosible.

ó.8 Preserye fhe originol roof form of o f:erifoge
sfrucfure.
o. Avoid oltering the ongle of o heritoge roof. lnsteod,

msinloin the perceived line ond orientotion of the roof os
iÊên from the slreet.

Ireofinenf of Herifoge Resources

@à-r¡
o g

@ Goble or Hip Roof Forrn

Q Attic Vent or Window

Q Chirnney

@ Decorotive Roof Beom

@ Exposed Rofter Toil

Preserve o decorolive ond functionol
roof festure"

L.

ó.9 Preserye the oríginol eoye depfh of o roof.
o. The shodows creoted by troditionol overhongs contribute

to one'¡ perception of the building's heritcge scole ond
therefore, lhese overhongs should be preserred. cutting
bock roof rofters ond soffits or in other wûys oltering thã
troditional roof overhong is inoppropriote.

ó. t0 Preserve s decorofiye ond funcfionsl roof feofure.
o. Preserve decorotive element$, inctuding crests.
b. R,etoin ond repoir functionol roof feotuies, including

chimneys, holËround gutters, boxed soffits ond
downspouts.



Chapter 6. Treatment of Heritage Resources

Additions to Heritoge Structures
An oddition should be comiotible with the primory shucture ond
not dehoct from one's obility to interpret its heritoge chorocter.

6.42 Ploce on odditíon of fhe reclr of s building, or set if
baclr from fhe fronf, fo minimize fhe visuol ímpac{s.
o. This will ollow the originol proportions ond choracter to

remoin prominenf.
b. Where on oddition to o heritoge shucture is visible from

the public reqlm, choose orchitecturol features - such
os windows ond doors - thot ore sirnilor in profìle to the
orchitecturol feotures of the existing structure

6.43 Design o neri/ additfon fo be o product of its own
fime.
o. Do not ottempt to replicote the opPeorünce of the

heritoge struclure.

Ireofmenf of Heritoge Resources

Ploce on oddition ot the reor of s
building, or set it b,ock frorn the front,
to minimize visuol irnpocts"



Next Steps
' Gather feedback on the Public Review Draft. Make revisions to the document
o Prepare for the adoption (tentatively scheduled

for Town council session on June i-3th)



Open House

o Vis¡t the boards around the room
o Feel free to make any comments

on your individual comment sheet
o Questions are welcome
. Thanks for coming!


